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Lost semester at
Kathmandu University

The Pandora Papers: What 
it Exhibits about the Finan-
cial System of the World

The Waste Manage-
ment Issue: Kathmandu 
Creates, Sisdole Pays

Prof. Dr. Bipin Adhikari

F
ormer dean of Kathmandu University School of Law and re-
nowned constitutional expert Prof. Dr. Bipin Adhikari believes 
that the university can produce unparalleled human resources 

when it comes to corporate law. He affirms that the university has 
eminent visions for the Nepali law sphere that is alive in the students 

of KUSL.  Understanding the dire needs of the nation, he says, KUSL 
is introducing never-seen-before courses that will send finely 

polished development-oriented lawyers in the field. He aims 
to inculcate a nation-building perspective on tomorrow’s ad-
vocates. Furthermore, he adds on about his journey with KU, 
his distance from the institution, and all the directions that 
have led him here today.

Y E A R S  O F  G C T
ANNUAL BOARD MEETING

O
bserving the 14th anniversary 
of the club’s establishment, GCT 
held its Annual Board Meeting 

on September 17, 2021. Since covid, the 
club had been unable to conduct any 
physical meetings so ABM was observed 
as the first physical meeting of the board 
2020/2021. 
 In the presence of executive 
members, joint secretary, general sec-
retary, vice-president, president, board 
of advisors, and club patron with an ob-
jective of presenting the works done by 
the club in the year 2020/2021 the ABM 
was carried out. 

 The renewal of the club and 
the activities done by the club were ob-
served on the day. The board had exe-
cuted ten major projects which include 
the ‘Release of acKUaint’, school on 
‘Advanced molecular dynamics’, ‘Super-
computing workshop for high school 
students’. Along with the work executed, 
new long-term projects were also in-
troduced in the meeting. The long-term 
projects include ‘Suicide Prevention Pro-
gram’, ‘acKUaint’, ‘Open Library’. All the 
work done by the club and the long-term 
projects has been updated on the club’s 
website. GCT also welcomed Dr. Rajen-
dra Adhikari as the club’s technical ad-
visor. The financial activities of the club 
were also made transparent on the day.     

- GCT Correspondent

INTERVIEW ON PAGE 6

Millennium 
Challenge 
Corporation :
Its Challenges 
and Necessity
Green Club of Thoughts has been 
following the issues raised regard-
ing the MCC in Nepal and has cov-
ered it in the first issue of acKUaint. 
As a follow-up and on popular de-
mands, GCT had conducted a ses-
sion discussing the issues, challeng-
es, necessities, and difficulties for 
its implementation in Nepal. A very 
intellectual interaction session was 

witnessed in an online forum on  Sat-
urday, 9th Asoj 2076. Dr. Pyakhu-
rel gave his take on the necessities, 
strategies, and global politics where-
as Mr. Atreya shared his view of the 
priority of Nepal’s transmission lines 
and Nepal. More of this on Page 7.

Sunaulo Katha: Stories of 
Kathmandu University

Const i tu t iona l  Exper t
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Releasing of acKUaint
GCT’s first publishing accomplishment was announced through an enlightening event with 
the sharing of remarkable experiences of the club.

Engineering is Fun - an interaction Program
Coverage on a myriad of aspects in engineering subjects of Kathmandu University was ac-
complished through a program “Engineering is Fun” in Gyan Jyoti School.

Supercomputer Workshop to High School Students
An engaging and participative supercomputer workshop was conducted by GCT with the 
collaboration of Kathmandu University Supercomputer Center to assimilate high school 
students with high-performance computing skills. 

Five Days Workshop on Robotics
Aiming to aid the growth of young enthusiasts, a five-day workshop, ‘Workshop on Robot-
ics’, conducted at Skyrider Higher Secondary School (Chitwan), was able to guide the inge-
nuity of students. It was a thematic annual program supported by Alpha Beta Institute.

A Virtual Winter Workshop on Advanced Molecular dynamics Simulation 2021
Green Club of Thoughts along with the International School of Photonics, CUSAT, India, 
Scidart Academy, and the Department of Physics, Kathmandu University co-organized a 
virtual winter workshop on Advanced Molecular Dynamics Simulation combined with AI/
ML on 6th September this year. 

Presentation on CED Webinar
GCT participated in the webinar ‘Making-University Community Partnership Productive 
and Visible’, organized by the Community Engagement Division (CED), Kathmandu 
University.

Discussion on Millennium Challenge Corporation ( MCC)
A remarkable virtual talk show on ‘Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) in Nepal: its 
importance and challenges’ was organized by GCT with Dr. Udhab Pyakhurel (Associate 
Director of Global Engagement Department, Kathmandu University) and Mr. Komalnath 
Atreya (Project Manager, Nepal-China Electricity Transmission Line) Nepal Electricity Au-
thority as the keynote speakers. 

Workshop on OpenFOAM
With the main motive of familiarizing learners from around the world in the computational 
fluid dynamics field, GCT organized a 26 days winter school on OpenFOAM (Open-source 
Field Operation And Manipulation).

Suicidal Prevention Program at Rong Rural Municipality of Ilam District- 
inception meeting
The inception meeting of Suicidal Prevention Program at Rong Rural Municipality of Ilam 
District, in collaboration with VDC, health centers, municipality, Red Cross society of Rong 
municipality, school and local level clubs.

GCT signs MOU with Deerwalk Sifal
Aiming to give university-level training in the fields of robotics to high school students, 
Green Club of Thoughts has signed an MOU with Deerwalk Sifal School on 24th November. 

GCT Signed MoU with Dhaneshwor School
The MoU with Shree Dhanesh Mahadev Adharvut Vidhyalaya, Panauti was signed on 14th 
November, 2021 by Green Club of thoughts(GCT) in collaboration with the Community En-
gagement Department (CED) of Kathmandu University.

Experts view on Construction of Nijgadh International Airport
Specialists conferred on the implications of constructing Nijgadh International Airport, sharing 
viewpoints to the audience through an online panel discussion.

October 14th, 2020

February 18th-22nd, 2021

March 2nd, 2021

March 9th, 2021

March 24th, 2021

Webinar on ‘Socio-economic impact of COVID-19 in Nepal’
An insightful discussion organized by GCT with government officials regarding the changes 
brought by the pandemic in the socio-economic lives of the Nepalese general public was 
held on 13th June, 2021. 

June 13th, 2021

July 5th-July 16th ,2021

SSDs Donation to KU Supercomputer Center
GCT contributes for the furtherance of The Kathmandu University Supercomputer Center, 
mid 2021as it hands the supercomputer center with donations for an efficiency boost.

July 24th , 2021

September 6th , 2021

September 17th, 2021

September 25th, 2021

Oct 22nd  - Nov18th, 2021

october 23rd , 2021

November 14th, 2021

November 24th, 2021

365 DAYS OF GCT

Advanced Molecular Dynamics Simulation : A Summer School 2021
A two-week-long summer school on advanced molecular dynamics simulation organized 
by GCT along with the Department of Physics of Kathmandu University and Department 
of Chemistry, IISER Pune, India, July 5th to July 16th ,2021

“GCT, as aforementioned, conducted numerous 
successful events ranging from workshops to dis-
cussion sessions. This gave GCT a chance to host 
some exceptional guests which in turn left the 
club and all the participants enlightened. Here is 
the list of the esteemed guests that GCT had the 
honor of hosting in pursuit of knowledge.”

Mr. Nara Bahadur Thapa

Former Executive Director of
Nepal Rastra Bank. 

On GCT’s event on ‘Experts’ 

View on Construction of Ni-

jgadh International Airport’

On GCT’s event on ‘Experts 

View on Construction of 

Nijgadh International Airport’

On GCT’s event on ‘Experts 

View on Construction of 

Nijgadh International Airport’

On GCT’s event on 

‘Socio-Economic Impact of 

Covid-19, and The Future 

course of Nepal’

On GCT’s event on 

‘Socio-Economic Impact of 

Covid-19, and The Future 

course of Nepal’

On GCT’s event on 

‘Socio-Economic Impact of 

Covid-19, and The Future 

course of Nepal’

 On GCT’s event on

‘g]kfndf Pd= l; = l; =M cfjZotf 

/ r'gf }t Lx? 

President and Program Co-or-
dinator at Nepal Development 

Research Institute (NDRI).

Specialist and Team Leader 
(Environment) at NEA
Engineering Company.

General Secretary at Nepal 
Public Health Foundation and 

Director of Research at Center 
for Molecular Dynamics Nepal

Executive Director of Eco-
nomic Research Department 

at Nepal Rastra Bank.

Project Manager of
 Nepal-China Electricity Trans-

mission Line, Nepal 
Electricity Authority.

Associate Director of Global 
Engagement Division, Office 

of the Vice-Chancellor, As-
sistant Professor of School of 
Arts, Kathmandu University

Dr. Nawa Raj Khatiwada

Mr. Nawa Raj Chapagain

Dr. Sameer Mani Dixit

Dr. Prakash Kumar Shreshtha

Dr. Uddhab Pyakhurel

Mr. Komalnath Atrey

Mr. Dev Mani Dahal
Former Deputy Secretary at 

National Planning 
Commision.

 

’

 On GCT’s event on
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T
he International School of Pho-
tonics, Cochin University of 
Science and Technology, Kerala, 

India; the Department of Physics and 
the Green Club of Thoughts, Kath-
mandu University and Scidart Acad-
emy collaborated to host a two-week 
virtual winter school in Advanced 
Molecular Dynamics Simulation from 
6th September 2021.
 The school’s primary goal 
was to introduce graduate students, 
young researchers, and early-career 
faculty members to the fundamen-
tals to advanced principles of MD 
simulations, as well as a session on 
cutting-edge Machine Learning Tech-
niques. Through specialized seminars 
and hands-on tutorial sessions, top 
specialists in the area taught both 
the fundamentals and applications of 
molecular dynamics simulation.
 Through specialized work-
shops, hands-on tutorial sessions, 
and guest lectures, the best experts 
in the field covered both the theory 
and applications of molecular dynam-
ics simulation. The school was held 
till September 17, 2021, with eighty 
participants from twenty-one coun-
tries. Prof. Dr. Bivek Baral, Patron 
of the club and Professor at Kath-
mandu University’s Department of 

Mechanical Engineering, welcomed 
the participants and discussed the 
importance of the school in the field 
of molecular dynamics and its impact 
on early career researchers, as well 
as the institutions’ collaboration. 
 The school provided access 
to Kathmandu University’s high-
performance computing (HPC) re-
sources (both CPU and GPU). The 
guest speakers represented a variety 
of prestigious organizations, includ-
ing Dr. Indra Dev Sahu of the United 
States, Dr. K. N. Naresh, SSSIHL, In-
dia; Prof. Mukesh Doble, IIT Madras, 
India; Prof. Narayan Adhikari, Trib-
huvan University, Nepal, Prof. Nolan 
Kane, University of Colorado, Boul-
der, USA, Dr. Riccardo Bertossa (SIS-
SA, Italy), Dr. Subbarao Kanchi, SSSI-
HL, India, Prof. Sandro Scandlo, ICTP, 
Italy, Dr. M . Santosh, IIT-Jodhpur and 
Mr. Rafeeque Mavoor, founder, Sci-
entific illustration, Sci-Dart, India.
This school is the second of its type, 
the first one was organized in July by 
the Department of Physics and the 
Green Club of Thoughts along with 
the Department of Chemistry, IISER, 
Pune. GCT has planned to facilitate 
the program in the coming years too.

-GCT Correspondant

G
CT organized a winter school 
on OpenFOAM (Open-source 
Field Operation And Ma-

nipulation) with the main motive of 
familiarizing learners from around 
the world in the computational fluid 
dynamics field, however, the school 
provided knowledge much more than 
its basics. The school was guided by 
the two major resource persons Asst. 
Prof. Dr. Rajendra Adhikari, Depart-
ment of Physics and technical advi-
sor of GCT and Asst. Prof. Dr. Sailesh 
Chitrakar, Faculty In-Charge of Tur-
bine Testing Lab, Kathmandu Univer-
sity, and a group of six Teaching As-
sistants who contributed immensely 
to the success of the school.
  The 26 days long school kick-
started on 22nd October 2021 with 
orientation given by Dr. Adhikari 
and the President of GCT Mr. Ashim 

Joshi. Prof. Dr. Manish Pokharel, 
Dean, School of Engineering (KU-
SOE), and Prof. Dr. Bivek Baral, both 
advisors of the school, continued the 
event by welcoming the participants. 
Prof. Baral gave an overview of the  
‘Navier Stokes equations’, whereas 
Dr. Chitrakar had presented on the 
basics of computational fluid dynam-
ics. The school proceeded with the 
hands-on sessions, tutorials, and pre-
sentations by resource persons and 
teaching assistants.The school came 
to an end with final project presenta-
tions of their respective projects and 
closing remarks from the advisors 
and resource persons themselves on 
November 18. All fifteen participants 
were awarded certificates. The pro-
gram was held at the University in 
person.

- GCT Correspondant  

INTERNATONAL SCHOOL 
FACILATED BY GCT

WINTER SCHOOL ON OPEN-FOAM WITH
SupercompuTingG

reen Club of thoughts(GCT)  in 
collaboration with the Commu-
nity Engagement Department( 

CED) of Kathmandu University joint-
ly signed an MoU with Shree Dhanesh 
Mahadev Adharvut Vidhyalaya, Panauti 
on 14th November 2021. Represent-
ing GCT, the patron of the club Prof. Dr. 
Bivek Baral, and President of the club 
Mr. Ashim Joshi signed the memoran-
dum. CED, Office of Vice-Chancellor, 
Kathmandu University was represent-
ed by  Prof. Dr. Bal Chandra Luitel and 
Dr. Uddhab Pyakurel, advisor, CED. 
Representing the School management 

committee, Mr. Anirudra Thapa ex-
pressed his presence in the meeting.
 From the meeting, the execution 
of the program has been planned to be 
carried out in two phases. All three par-
ties have agreed to establish a computer 
lab and basic science lab in the school 
during the first phase of the program 
which shall last for 6 months. In the sec-
ond phase, educational activities have 
been planned to be continued for at least 
a year. GCT will provide teaching assis-
tance during the entire program duration.

- GCT Correspondant 

MoU WITH A SCHOOL IN PANAUTI

W
ith suicide rates grow-
ing rapidly each year, with 
around 8 lakh people com-

mitting suicide this year, on average, 
this is the topic that needs maximum 
attention. Nepal government has 
remained silent in terms of suicide 
awareness even when the coun-
try struggles daily with the lack of 
awareness and preventive measures. 
Illam, among many other districts of 
Nepal, is struggling too. Illam, the 
district with its lush tea gardens 
and mesmerizing hills, is also a place 
where the maximum number of sui-
cide cases are tallied in Nepal. It is 
very isolated when it comes to sui-
cide prevention programs.
 Keeping this in mind, the 
Green Club Of Thoughts (GCT) in 
collaboration with Nepal Red Cross 
Society and local level organizations 
of Illam, is organizing suicide aware-
ness program in Rong municipality 
of Illam. In order to commence this 
program, an inception meeting was 
held on 6th kartik 2078 B.S. This in-

formative meeting was conducted by 
GCT. Mr. Madhav Kathiwada, repre-
sentative of Kathmandu University 
counseling cell, and Mr. Ashim Joshi, 
the president of GCT, were present 
at the meeting. They both also rep-
resented KU among Illam officials. 
Deputy Chair of Nepal Red Cross 
Society of Province 1, Mrs. Hari Kala 
Shrestha, research person of Illam, 
Mr. Rom Nath Acharya, Rong Rural 
Municipality President, Mr. Sumsher 
Rai and Nepal Television Illam Corre-
spondent, Mr. Vijay Shekhar Bhatta-
rai also attended the meeting.  With 
a massive success of this inception  
meeting, the awareness program of 
2 days is said to be organized in the 
Rong municipality of Illam, in col-
laboration with VDC, health centers, 
municipality, Red Cross society of 
Rong municipality, school and local 
level clubs.

-GCT Correspondant    

GCT ON SUICIDE PREVENTION

Aiming to give university-level training 
in the fields of robotics to high school, 
Green Club of Thoughts has signed 
an MOU with Deerwalk Sifal 
School. Prof. Dr. Bivek Baral, 
Patron of GCT, Anup Chhe-
tri, the club secretray, and 
Mr. Ujjwal Paudel, head of 
Deerwalk Sifal signed the 
agreement. 
 The parties have 
agreed to extend mutual coop-
eration in providing basic electron-
ics and robotics education to high school 
students. GCT has agreed to provide 
resource persons for the same while 
Deerwalk will administer facilitating 

them. The agreement will be valid for 
six months, starting from the day of sig-

nature. Formalizing the agreement, 
two resource persons from GCT 

have already been assigned. 
 Shaping youngsters by 
polishing their interests 
right from their high school 
can help give the nation 

much-needed individuals 
who are well acquainted 

with technology. This MOU can 
prove to be a stepping stone in pro-

ducing human resources well versed in 
robotics and electronics. 

-GCT Correspondant

GCT signs MOU with Deerwalk Sifal
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EDITORIAL
I

t has been reported by MyRepublica 
that a total of 2,218 persons commit-
ted suicide during the lockdown, a 

stunning increase in the number of in-
stances. During the lockdown, at least 
20 individuals have committed sucide 
per day, compared to 15 suicide instanc-
es per day the previous year. Despite nu-
merous speculations, in reality, the ma-
jority of people were motivated towards 
suicide by loneliness and fears about the 
epidemic. Although this issue has only 
recently come to light, immediate dan-
gers such as suicide ideation or abuse 
have been rooted in our societies long 
before the COVID pandemic started.
 Narrowing the stats to Kath-
mandu University, nearly 6 suicides have 
so far been in the records of the central 
campus itself, and the numbers go up 
higher than 10 when we look at all seven 
schools of KU. Despite constantly grow-
ing suicide rates, very little attention has 
gravitated towards this topic. Before 
pointing fingers, analyzing the causes of 
these increasing rates is crucial. 
 Ignorance of Mental Health, 
the most neglected sector of health, is 
the reason behind this. Despite the con-
stantly growing issues of mental health, 
health officials, universities, and guard-
ians have not been able to provide this 
topic with the necessary attention it 
deserves. A college student’s academ-
ic performance and achievement might 
be severely impacted by mental health 
issues. For instance, poor mental health 
can lead to a lack of desire to study which 
ultimately leads to difficulty concentrat-
ing, which can result in poor grades. This 
has been seen as the main spark for the 
rise in suicidal rates among students in 
KU. There are rather clear solutions to 
these issues but the question of why the 
University has not taken concrete steps 
remains unanswered. Students seeking 
help from campus-wide mental health 
services might be the key to reducing the 
numbers but sheer ignorance from the 
University and mental health preaching 
clubs prevent the students from receiv-
ing these services. 
 Green Club of Thoughts is orga-
nizing a suicide prevention program in 
Ilam, 571 kilometers far from Dhulikhel. 
Although the initiation taken by the club 
is exemplary, tackling the problem where 
it is frequent, the club should also direct 
its focus towards the KU premises. 
 As the number of suicides rises 
alarmingly, identifying vulnerable peo-
ple who are at risk of self-harm should 
be a priority. This is a small effort that 
can be implemented by university-lev-

el clubs of KU as well as departments 
through awareness programs. Encourag-
ing students to take good care of mental 
health issues will help many seek help on 
time. But the problem does not just end 
with awareness programs, the solution 
exceeds more than this. Proper counsel-
ing is of unparalleled importance. The 
authorities, clubs, and organizations not 
understanding the severity of the situ-
ation poses numerous questions.  With 
newspapers splashing news about the 
depleting mental health and unfortu-
nately suicides of students, the Univer-
sity’s actions towards this grave issue 
seem insufficient and inefficient. Hence, 
KU has established a sector specifically 
designed to tackle these issues, namely 
KU Counseling Cell, which is working 
alongside GCT in Illam to tackle this 
problem. The Center for mental health, 
established by KU in Chaukot is another 
example of an effort from the Universi-
ty to solve this issue. Considering the 
extremity of the situation, these small 
efforts must be exclusively amplified to 
receive better results in the future. 
 Pinning the blame to the gov-
ernment may seem conventional but 
is requisite. The incompetence of the 
government when it comes to providing 
preventive mental health measures is 
frightful. During the pandemic, the num-
ber of suicides has risen and the figure 
might yet rise due to the government’s 
appalling silence. Identification of the 
problem is a mere step, not its ultimate 
solution. Recently, there have been a 
lot of programs and webinars targeted 
toward solving this crisis. This can be 
considered a good initiative but only the 
initiation is not enough. We collective-
ly should be sensible on mental health 
issues and join to fight this horrifying 
menace. Blaming the government or any 
other authorities and their ineptitude 
is not ideal, especially at this dire hour. 
The crumbling pressure people are sub-
jected to, the downright disregard of 
mental health well-being, the stigma and 
scrutiny that accompanies mental health 
issues, they all contribute to the rising 
suicide rates. Educational institutions, if 
not our society as a whole must be able 
to embrace the concept of mental health 
and counseling. That is one of the only 
ways we can prevent people from taking 
their own lives. 

LOST SEMESTERS AT
Kathmandu University

K
athmandu University, where ac-
ademic tasks have gone smooth-
ly throughout the decades, is 
now in surmise of an academic 

term crisis. Albeit the fact that the uni-
versity commenced a virtual pedagogi-
cal system during the pandemic, it’s rou-
tine, uneven class hours, and dispassion 
of supervisors to evaluate students in 
the virtual class dawned on the academ-
ic routine to prolong much further than 
the flow of a physical class. 

 Following the massive turmoil 
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, Kath-
mandu University was the first academ-
ic institution of the nation that not only 
started a fresh semester, but also con-
ducted and evaluated end-semester ex-
aminations through virtual medium, and 
set an example to the entire educational 
sector of the nation. On a positive note, 
the esteem of the university for years 
relied upon maintaining its academic 
calendar, whilst other universities of the 
country repeatedly failed time and again 
to uphold the almanac. Such an institu-
tion that venerated its prestige for de-
cades, even in the initial days of the pan-
demic, is now lagging in maintaining its 
academic calendar to the present date. 
The pandemic factor happens to be one 
of the imperative reasons behind this 
delay, but what remains ambiguous is 
the range of impediments of all schools 
of the university being predominantly 
present in the recent date as well. 
 The School of Arts, Education, 
and Management are behind the aca-
demic calendar date by a month. The 
School of Law on the other side did not 
only integrate its syllabus and evaluation 
in due time, but also took admissions in 
between the pandemic running both the 
odd and even semesters parallelly. Sev-
eral schools of the university are func-
tioning well within their calendars.How-
ever, the schools of the central campus, 
such as the School of Engineering and 
Science are abated by a heavy duration 
of eight months. This is both perplexing 
and concerning. The School of Medical 
Science, which annals around 55% of the 
total university students, is hit behind by 
a year. 
 A third-year student from 
KUSMS, dismayed by the condition of 
medical students, says that most of the 
students of his fraternity already took 
gap years to enroll in the programs and 
now additional delay will be abominable 
to their career in the forthcoming time. 
“When will we graduate and complete a 
year’s internship? When will we pass our 
license exams and become established 
doctors?” His queries gravely question 
the future of the students of medicine. 
 Amongst the seven schools of 
the university, the three schools that 
predominantly account for the signifi-
cant amount of sustainable manpower 
the university has produced in their re-
spective fields: Medicine, Engineering, 
and Science have been affected the most 

by the uneven calendar. Delaying their 
path to success will in turn delay the de-
velopment of the country.
Scrutinizing this situation closely, It is 
found that this hold up began from the 
start of the pandemic.This first obstruct-
ed the end semester examinations of 
2019. Although as mentioned earlier, the 
university evaluated students through 
virtual medium and continued the tutor-
ship through networked channels. This 
garnered huge public attention to the 

institution for its 
good academic 
reputation, and 
was a subject 

of praise and pride.Initially, the 
classes had been quite effective. The 
pre-existing open-source learning plat-
form Moodle, termed as the E-Learning 
Forum of the university, seemed to ease 
the teaching-learning process. However, 
perhaps due to lack of commitment from 
students, teachers, or both, the classes 
began to be conducted irregularly. The 
pitiful state of lab work and practicals 
even in physical meetings, and failure in 
the evaluation of students in time, have 
dragged out the completion period of 
the courses. The schools didn’t seem to 
bother to create an academic calendar 
and rather went with the flow of repet-
itive propensity. This caused hindrances 
in the proper functioning of schools for 
more than eight months. And due to the 
delay in conducting the academics, the 
university is now late for the annual con-
vocation, which would have been con-
ducted by December. 
 This proves the inability of the 
university to lay out a clear timeline that 
it should strictly adhere to. The only area 
where all schools stuck to being timely 
was while asking for academic fees. And 
schools were not a least bit flexible on 
this matter. The School of Engineering 
and the School of Science infringed the 
notice by the Ministry of Education and 
charged full fees despite the resources 
of the university premises being unuti-
lized by the students. Moreover, the 
abrupt calling of students by the respec-
tive departments with no prior notice 
in between, has made the students feel 
resentful towards the administration 
of the university. Similarly, there is an 
ongoing fear regarding the time hin-
drance of the forthcoming semester if 
the pandemic outbreaks again.  Sheer 
lack of management from the academ-
ic heads, disconcerted from the subject 
supervisor, probable internal politics is 
viably attributed for the destitution. The 
concerned academic managers of the 
schools, and the respective departments 
in this proceeding failed to make the 
schools inclusive among the teachers 
and the students, to meet the common 
will and aspiration of being a visionary 
university that is devoted to bringing 
knowledge and technology in the service 
of mankind.
 It is firmly acknowledged that 
the pandemic hit the educational sector 
in the worst way. The educational boards 
of the government failed in many such 
issues, imperatively- evaluation and 
monitoring of examinations of middle 

and high schools. Tribhuvan University 
(TU) being the 12th largest university in 
the world amassing 76% of the students, 
took the virtual alternative much later 
than Kathmandu University. 
 As a reward for the past dire 
consequences, the first and the fore-
most action the respective schools must 
come up with is a rigid academic calen-
dar that they must stick to. Hazards like 
the pandemic are unpredictable, and 
may disturb the students as well as the 
university as a whole. Preparation for an 
instance like this, and a post-recovery 
strategy that is pedagogically friendly to 
the academic sector must be organized. 

The electronic learning platform of the 
university is not being utilized to its full 
potential. Those platforms must be the 
medium for teachers not only to conduct 
examinations at the latest period of time, 
but can be more copacetic in regards 
to resourcefulness. A motivated group 
of lecturers and a strong management 
team are pivotal to operate these poli-
cies. By this, we may be able to compen-
sate for the time deficit by a reasonable 
margin and regain the functioning of the 
academic calendar to its best capacity.

-Samrajya Acharya
acharyasamrajya@gmail.com
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Kathmandu University takes An Initiative 
Towards Attracting International Students

A
ccording to the university’s adm-
istrative survey, Kathmandu Uni-
versity currently has a 13% inter-

national student ratio in its institution. 
The university management board in-
tends to increase that number by attract-
ing more students through their initiative. 
International students within Kath-
mandu University consist of various 
countries, with the majority being from 
South Asia itself. Other internation-
al students come from countries such 
as Canada, the United Kingdom, Nor-
way, Germany, Russia, and the United 
States. Students are even present from 
regions sizeably far away from Ne-
pal, such as Zambia and South Africa. 
 The management has acknowl-
edged that every year, the number of 

international students is increasing. 
Therefore, it intends to take action to-
wards attracting more student demo-
graphic into the institution. For this, 
the university has recently introduced 
a provision where a professor or an 
associate professor can sponsor a stu-
dent as their research fellow. The uni-
versity will provide free residence for 
them. Additionally, 10% seats have also 
been allocated for them in programmes. 
 Currently, the university is 
also communicating with the govern-
ment to introduce schemes such as 
visa fee waivers for international stu-
dents in order to attract more of them. 

- GCT Correspondent

I
n a welcome collaborative move, Kath-
mandu University (KU) has signed a 
memorandum of understanding with 

the Centurion University of Technol-
ogy and Management, Odisha, India 
(CUTM). One of the major collabora-
tive efforts after the isolating covid 
period, the ceremony took place in 
the Senate Hall, CV Raman Auditori-
um, Kathmandu University, Dhulikhel.
 The MoU was signed by the 
vice-chancellor Prof. Dr. Bhola Thapa 
on behalf of Kathmandu University, and 
vice-chancellor Prof. Dr. Supriya Pat-
tanayak on behalf of Centurion Univer-
sity of Technology and Management.
 This collaboration aims to fa-
cilitate joint degree programs at un-
dergraduate and postgraduate lev-
els, faculty and student exchange 
programs, research activities, confer-
ences, and other such academic devel-
opment and resource sharing activities. 

The ceremony was moderated by the 
associate director of the global en-
gagement division Dr. Uddhab Pyak-
urel. during which the respective reg-
istrars Prof. Dr. Subodh Sharma (KU) 
and Prof. Dr. Anita Patra (CUTM) in-
troduced their respective universities. 
 Furthermore, the Dean of 
the Kathmandu University School of 
Management Prof. Dr. Devi Prasad 
Bedari welcomed the guests while 
the Acting Dean of the Kathmandu 
University School of Arts Ms. Ekku 
Maya Pun offered the vote of thanks. 
Cooperative relationships with in-
ternational counterparts are import-
ant, and this MoU is in recognition of 
this. We hope that both parties will be 
able to benefit from this collaboration.

- GCT Correspondent

MoU SIGNED WITH THE
Centurion University

I
n the 30 years of establishment of 
Kathmandu University, the university 
has finally signed a cooperation letter 

on Kartik 28, 2078.  The Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU), written in the 
Sanskrit language was signed between 
the Himalayan Center for Asian Studies 
(HICAS), under the School of Arts of Kath-
mandu University, and the Ramananda 
Research Center (RRC), which is un-
der the Maheshwor Sanskrit Gurukul. 
With Prof. Dr. Bhola Thapa from Kath-
mandu University as the president of 
the program and 1008 Swami Shree 
Ramananda Giri from the Ramanan-
da Research Centre as the chief 
guest, the program was conducted.
  There also was the presence of 
Yekumaya Pun, the caretaker dean of 
Kathmandu University School of Arts, as 

well as the principal of Ramananda Re-
search Centre, Dr. Guru Prasad Subedi. 
 Prof. Dr. Sagar Raj Sharma 
started the program by introducing 
the Himalayan Centre for Asian Stud-
ies and added to the relevance of the 
program. The Vice President of the Na-
tional Planning Commission and the 
former Registrar Prof. Dr. Bhadraman 
Tuladhar gave a speech in the program. 
The collaboration letter signing pro-
gram was organized in the auditori-
um of the School of Management. It is 
mentioned in the cooperation paper 
that the two parties will cooperate in 
conducting necessary studies as well as 
research on oriental language, culture, 
philosophy, literature, and civilization.

- GCT Correspondent

Source: ku.edu.np

THE VERY FIRST MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING SIGNED IN SANSKRIT 
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 INTERVIEW WITH

Former dean of Kathmandu University School of Law and renowned constitu-
tional expert Prof. Dr. Bipin Adhikari believes that the university can produce 
unparalleled human resources when it comes to corporate law. He affirms that 
the university has eminent visions for the Nepali law sphere that is alive in the 
students of KUSL. Understanding the dire needs of the nation, he says, KUSL 
is introducing never-seen-before courses that will send finely polished devel-
opment-oriented lawyers in the field. He aims to inculcate a nation-building 
perspective on tomorrow’s social engineers. Furthermore, he adds on about his 
journey with KU, his distance from the institution, and all the directions that 
have led him here today.

You were already an established lawyer and in the limelight, before you dissolved 
your law firm and came to KU. What influenced you to take such a big step to 
come to KUSL as the Dean?

  I used to run a foundation called Nepal Constitutional Foundation 
(NCF), apart from my law firm Nepal Consulting Lawyers Inc. I established 
that foundation in order to do public work. This foundation was semi-ac-
ademic and intended to work along with the areas of the constitution and 
public policy. While working in the foundation, I realized that we must build 
a major platform for law other than firms and agencies. I then talked with the 
then VC Dr.Suresh Raj Sharma about this matter. I shared with him my vision 
of setting up a law institution that covered matters of corporate manage-
ment and economic development. All law schools of Nepal are litigation-ori-
ented. They lack development orientation as well as a nation-building per-
spective. We aimed to make an institution that would excel in this matter. 
Dr. Sharma asked me if I was ready to take this step into establishing this 
institution, to give up everything, and start working for KU. Immediately, I 
told him that I was interested. I conducted a three-month feasibility study. 
After that, I began the establishment of this law school. 

Why did you think it was time to establish a law school and not an NGO?

  While thinking about establishing a better platform for law learn-
ing, I realized that NGO-led institutions are not considered well-reputed in 
Nepal. NGOs are considered to be very leadership-oriented where my vi-
sion with the institution may not be fulfilled by my successor as there may 
be clashes of aim and vision. When the first constituent assembly was not 
able to deliver the constitution, then I realized that working vigorously for 
constitution building was not feasible as its outcome is not guaranteed. Then 
I started moving towards building this law school. If it was not for the estab-
lishment of KUSL, then maybe I would have continued with NCF. 

What type of support did you get from KU and other sources during the estab-
lishment of this Law School?

What vision did you have while you were the Dean of KUSL? And do you think 
that the school is still progressing accordingly?

As a student of law yourself, what similarities do you see between the students 
at KUSL and yourself?

What changes have you seen in KUSL with our new administration?

  KU was very supportive of my plans and procedures for the estab-
lishment of KUSL. KU granted me the intellectual freedom and resources 
necessary to run this institution. Not only KU, but the government and other 
agencies also aided in the establishment process. It was my dream project 
to introduce a Management and Law integrated course which would bring a 
great change in the management sector of Nepal and I made it possible along 
with KU.

  I had a lot of projects that I wanted to fulfill while being the dean of 
KUSL. Amongst those, I was able to attain only some. The University board, 
now newly established, wanted the development phase to go slower than I 
had planned. This was a problem, as I would not always have the age, nor the 
ardor to toil through the vision that I carried at that particular time. Now, 
with the arrival of the new Vice-Chancellor, the development process con-
tinues at its previous phase yet again.

  I had always had a keen interest in pursuing a course that linked law, 
economics, and development myself. I am a product of the same field. I want-
ed to pursue corporate law in my upcoming career. However, the constitu-
tion of the Kingdom of Nepal came about at that time, and I got carried away 
by it. Hence I did a Ph.D. in Constitutional Law. Therefore, to a great extent, 
there is an academic as well as interest similarity between the students of 
KUSL and myself.

  In the duration that I was away as well as since my return, I have seen 
no visible change in the school. There are two reasons for it: the late appoint-
ment of the dean, and the leaden approach of the founders. I already have a 
blueprint of my plan for KUSL for the next ten years. I can only modify my plan 
to betterment based on my own experience within the institution.

Prof. Dr. Bipin Adhikari
On the 18th of November, Green Club of Thoughts 
had an interview with Dr. Bipin Adhikari to discuss 
the status of Kathmandu University School of Law 
and his perspective on its education system. 

In what way does KUSL intend to groom students? Has it been successful?

What should a student keep in mind while pursuing this course?

 In what areas have the students of KUSL excelled since their graduation? What 
have you gained from that?

What has the market’s response been to the provision of lawyers well adept in 
the field of law as well as economics?

  Rather than fighting and winning cases through strategic traditional 
litigations, we look for an efficient principle within KUSL that will provide a safe 
transaction to the client. We aim to seek an Alternative Dispute Resolution 
rather than conventional court proceedings. We intend to groom our students 
in such a way that they eventually pursue corporate law, or areas that circu-
late around it. But there have come about instances when students, however 
bright they may be, pursue an area that is mismatched with the current course 
of study. Many students enrolled without understanding what they really 
wanted. Some students were planning to pursue medicine but had ultimately 
changed their minds. I sent them away, telling them to think for a while before 
making a decision. These five years is an investment. If a student gives interest 
and time for it, it will be of great advantage to them in the future. Many stu-
dents have faced difficulty in making the course orientation their personality. 
Students should have an innate curiosity in knowing about the contemporary 
issues clouding the nation. This, along with the course material, will jack up a 
student’s level of attainment.

  The student should deeply indulge in the constitution of Nepal. The 
constitution is a very important subject- it gives the blueprint that our state 
needs to function upon. It shows us what the way forward is, and what type of 
society we have hypothesized to be a part of. However, enterprises also play a 
major role in development. For that, management and administration are cru-
cial. It is a combination of these two that acts as a prerequisite for a functioning 
nation. Therefore, if there is a student who carries a passion for the nation’s 
development, this is the ideal course that they must pursue. 

  Students have excelled in areas of banks, financial institutions, insur-
ance companies, and in general practices of corporate purpose. They have been 
taken as interns and associates at leading law firms such as Pioneer and Gand-
hi. Some apt students have also already started participating in nation-building 
processes. They have been able to deliver their expertise rather well. I get ap-
preciated for their achievement, and that is my earning.

  Some years ago, I communicated with multiple banks and asked them 
what kind of lawyer they wanted to be working for their firm. They told me that 
they were in no need of a lawyer. When I asked them the reason behind that, 
they told me that they usually had a maximum of four cases in a year. In the 
case that they did require a lawyer, they would outsource a legal consultant 
who would look at those cases when necessary. They told me that rather than 
recruiting a full-time lawyer, which was not cost-efficient at all, they would pre-
fer taking temporary measures. After that, I asked him about how well versed 
they were in Nepal’s laws, having established a bank within Nepal. To which, 
they had no answer. I asked them if they would be interested in hiring such a 
lawyer, who would help them in legal compliance, along with safe transactions, 
cover court proceedings, would turn in-house and issue bonds, work in admin-
istration, conduct management, and even marketing. To that, they told me that 
they would be more than willing. Those are the kind of lawyers we are making, 
and the market is in high demand of them. 
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When we talk about the necessity of the 
MCC in Nepal’s current context, we can 
see that 26.87% of Nepal’s budget de-
pends on foreign aid. The most import-
ant promise was to bring in direct foreign 
investment to the nation. Why a primar-
ily Marxist or Leninist government-sup-
ported direct foreign investment is in 
itself very questionable, but further 
questions arise at their support of spe-
cial economic zones, which would cut 
off both consumer and citizen’s rights. 
We are an agricultural country on paper. 
But when compared to other agricul-
ture-based countries, Nepal’s economic 
basis is more inclined towards foreign in-
vestments rather than actual agriculture.
 Thus, the question arises, do 
we really need foreign investments? 
Since our budget dedicates more than 
1/4th of itself to foreign investments, 
we do. The consultation for the MCC 
started way back in 2011, and in 2014 
a report named “Nepal Growth Diag-
nostics’’ was published by the Ministry 
of Finance. This later became the back-
ground paper for the need for MCC in 
Nepal. The stakeholders for this report 
are the National Planning Commis-
sion, World Bank, Nepal Rastra Bank, 
CBS, FNCCI, and more. And to think 
that it was a time when Nepalese peo-
ple were facing severe power cuts 
up to 18-20 hours on a regular basis! 
 In 2017, the report was finally 
put in action, with an additional article 
that needed the Parliament’s permis-
sion for it to be endorsed. This brewed 
two conspiracies. One, the Parliament 
passes it which would lead to the end of 
Nepal. The other faction heavily focused 
on Article 7 of the Compact. The Article 
stated that “the Government would pro-
ceed promptly to complete all of its do-
mestic requirements for this compact to 
enter into force. The parties understand 

that this compact upon it to enforce will 
prevail over the domestic laws of Nepal.” 
In this case, the Ministry of Law made it 
a compulsion for the Parliament to pass 
this Compact as it would be superior 
to the domestic laws of Nepal. Howev-
er, this is nothing out of the ordinary. A 
huge contract usually does ask for some-
thing in return to ensure they work and 
complete tasks as forecasted. In this 
Compact, they intend to exempt the cus-
tom taxes and other related taxes which 
would cause hindrances in the work. 
This has been publicly admitted as well. 
When we look at it this way, the reason 
as to why this reached the Parliament is 
because the Ministry of Finance consult-
ed the Ministry of Law for a very 
long time in the re- cent past 
(almost 6 years from 2011 to 
2017). This was to ensure 
t h a t 
t h e r e 
is no 
room to 
suspect that 
this Compact 
is to be signed 
on a whim. 

Since about 27% of Nepal’s budget is de-
pendent on foreign aid, the government 
is all for it. A huge amount of preparation 
has also been done to go through with this 
project. When we look at the time these 
preparations were made, a time where 
Nepal could not use its hydroelectricity 
for itself, the objectives do not seem any-

thing out of the ordinary. Yes, the cur-
rent situation may indeed be different. 
 However, things are still pret-
ty interesting when we look at it, such 
as whether the MCC grant is strategic 
or not, which is still a matter of conflict 
and concern. This is because there are 
two ways this is being perceived. One 
of which questions the government’s 
move forward with the grant if it was 
not strategic and the other assumes 
that the grant is free, without any conse-
quences. To this, I say that no individual 
would do anything for free. It is either 
for popularity or something of some 
sort in return. Although people view the 
relations between two people and two 
states very differently, in geopolitics or 
international relations, things are not 
as they seem to appear. So we cannot 
really say that America does not have a 

strategy with this grant. However, if 
we do not misconstrue,  we are being 
offered a grant and not a loan. That 

is why even if this is America’s strategy 
and we do not have to pay back anything 
we get in this, looking at our dependen-
cy on foreign aid, this does appear to be 
the more comfortable path to take. If at 

that time the Government 
or even the Ministry of 
Law had suggested oth-
erwise, or if they would 
have denied this Com-
pact in the very beginning, 
then maybe we wouldn’t 
have faced controversies 
surrounding the approv-

al of the Compact by the Parliament.
 It is at this point that we look 
at the Belt Road Initiative. The BRI, in 
sharp contrast to the MCC, is unwill-
ing to give grants. When approached 
with a statistical report of how we will 
use their grant, they directly denied 
it and counter-offered a loan instead. 

Now, all we should focus on is wheth-
er we need foreign aid or not, and if we 
do take the loan how do we pay it back. 
Personally, I believe a grant sounds 
better than a loan for our economy. 
 Now that we’re done with the 
preamble, let us get to the actual dis-
course. We don’t need such grants. How-
ever,  the way we have created a trend 
of misusing our budget, our country is 
in constant need of  more money. Had 
we competent management, we can 
reasonably infer that we wouldn’t be so 
dependent on foreign aid that we’d have 
to constantly place ourselves in moral di-
lemmas to run our country.  But we must 
face the reality that we cannot change 
the way the government works at this 
moment, therefore foreign aid is a neces-
sity to us. And only because it is a dire one, 
MCC appears to be a better option for us. 
 In 2017, after a very long time, 
we finally formed a relatively stable 
government with a 2/3rd majority in 
the House. Time and again, the Prime 
Minister would say that due to a few 
people he is having difficulties in passing 
the MCC. This is clearly false. The Prime 
Minister always got what he wanted, we 
have witnessed it firsthand. After the rift 
in UML Party, a lot of prominent politi-
cians spoke against the MCC, going so 
far with their speech that they even stat-
ed Nepal will be the next Afghanistan if 
the Compact is signed. The commitment 
that Deuba, at that time, had made was 
not passed on to the Oli government. 
Even if there was, he was clearly influ-
enced and pressured by some other fac-
tors due to which he could not pass it.
Now, The reason why the MCC and even 
the BRI become controversial is clearly 
due to geopolitics. It is really unfortu-
nate for us the way people have been 
divided and protests have come out on 
both of them. While talking about the 
MCC or the BRI and the way they have 
been signed, there are raised suspicions 
if we are doing this for the sake of our 

I t s  C h a l l e n g e s  a n d  N e c e s s i t y
Millennium Challenge Corporation       Credit : Steve Rurak
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Before we get into all the details, let us 
start with the overview of the custom-
ers of the Nepal Electrical Association 
(NEA), which is approximately 51 lakhs. 
Nepal’s current per capita energy con-
sumption is 260 kW, where around 89% 
of the population has access to electrici-
ty from the grid. The peak demand of en-
ergy for the fiscal year 2021/22 is 1600 
MWs, where there is 17% system loss 
and distribution loss is around 11%.  Div-
ing into the main issue at hand, our road-
map of 2018 for 3 years, 5 years, and 10 
years is 3000, 5000, and 15000 MW for 
which building transmission lines are 
an absolute necessity. Why? This is in 
order to ensure the construction of an 
efficient, coordinated, and economical 
system of transmission from 66kV to 
400kV voltage level for smooth flow of 
electricity from generating stations to 
the distant load centers. The lack of ade-
quate transmission facilities has caused 
the system to face bottlenecks in the 
power sector development of Nepal. 
This also hampers bilateral power ex-
change between neighboring countries. 
 The existing transmission net-
works, upon which the MCC is debat-
ed upon, are for 400kV. The 400kV is 
the existing transmission line in Nepal, 
which runs throughout Mechi to Ma-
hakali which we call the National Grid. 
It has a capacity of 132kV, which we 
plan to increase to 232kV. Why is all 
this important?  Because we can join 
our network with India in 11 points, 
and with China in 2 points. The map is 
for high voltage transmission lines. The 
transmission line which is to be joined 
between Butwal and Gorakhpur was 
discussed between Nepal and India, 
which is an issue in the MCC as it cross-
es our border and reaches India. The 
MCC is also making a substation at Ra-
tomatey. And what is interesting here 
is that this substation will join the line 
which is to come from China, even if the 
MCC is not passed. Our present sce-
nario is as shown in the table     . MCC 
promises to make a 400kV substation 
at Ratomatey and has already bought 
400 ropanis of land for this purpose. 
 Upon commissioning of the up-
coming HEP’s, Nepal will have excess en-
ergy in the wet season (April-November) 

Dr. Uddhab Pyakhurel

needs or to satisfy something else. For a 
document that we have worked so hard 
on, we should have even questioned our 
bureaucracy as to why the Law Minis-
try suggested it to the Parliament; why 
other departments remained dormant 
during this period; why couldn’t the gov-
ernment of 2/3rd majority pass this?
 Furthermore, we should shed 
light on how Sri Lanka is a model for 
both the MCC and the BRI. Sri Lanka 
has currently become so economically 
vulnerable that they were in a much bet-
ter state 10-15 years ago. Right now, it 
hasn’t been able to pay its debts or even 
form a good budget for itself. In the con-
text of BRI, Sri Lanka built a port with 
that loan. Now since it is unable to pay 
its debts, the question of taking Sri Lan-
ka under the Chinese government for 
95 years looms over them. But conflict-
ing enough, in the context of MCC, Sri 
Lanka is unwilling to take their money.
However, in the context of MCC, Nepal 

and Sri Lanka are in different situations. 
Nepal had started this in 2011 and Sri 
Lanka started in 2016. Since we have 
already signed the Compact, we are al-
ready a step ahead of Sri Lanka and we 
are now having a discourse on this. We 
already have an MCC office here that 
has already commenced its work. When 
we look at all this collectively, Nepal has 
to overcome a lot of challenges. This 
is because Nepal was the first country 
among the SAARC countries to sign 
the Compact, which was supposed to 
be followed by Sri Lanka. However, due 
to the differences between America 
and Sri Lanka, they haven’t been able 
to sign it. In Sri Lanka, it was a compul-
sion to not sign the MCC, but as of this 
moment, they are facing very difficult 
repercussions for their actions. The 
problems they are facing today reaf-
firms that we must look at our needs and 
move forward or we should be ready 
to face similar hardships in the future. 

 Now, how do we deal with this? 
When we look at the recently published 
government’s letter, we could find a lot 
of loopholes that were subject to ques-
tioning and harsh criticisms. Now, we 
must stop discussing this and move for-
ward with whether or not we need MCC. 
We must realize that we are locked be-
tween two great nations, and other glob-
al powers are eyeing us. We must be able 
to face the consequences if we are to 
stay divided on this topic. To look at this 
in another light, we can see in the MCC 
that America has put a few demands as 
well in their Necessary Indicators which 
includes quality of the electoral process, 
political pluralism and participation, 
good governance, fair political treat-
ment of ethnic groups, and more which 
uplift democratic values of the nation.
 Looking at this positively, the 
MCC is trying to link with the people as 
well. If the state turns against the peo-
ple and starts to become authoritative 

and anti-democratic, we will have sup-
port from the MCC. We have done this 
in the past as well, so this isn’t a new is-
sue. Personally speaking, since we have 
the need for foreign aid in our country, 
we should move forward with this idea 
instead of constantly debating against it. 

and will be in a position to export energy 
to neighboring countries. NEA has esti-
mated that after 2027/28, Nepal would 
be self-sufficient in power generation. 
And after meeting the domestic demand, 
the surplus of approximately 5000MW 
would be able to export to the neighbor-
ing countries. Construction of cross-bor-
der transmission lines will be essential 
for the reliability and power security 
point of view as well as for the power 
trading with the neighboring countries. 
 The substation which MCC in-
tends to build at Ratomatey is very dis-
puted at the moment, especially because 
there is an ongoing discussion on how it 
may affect the work of the BRI. NEA has 
been working with the MCA and has been 
checking the designs of this substation. 
We have been working with the MCA 
Nepal and have formed a committee spe-
cifically for the development of substa-
tions, and what we have agreed on is that 
in the next 5 years the MCC will hand 
over the Ratomatey substation to NEA.
 However, their terms and condi-
tions set for this transfer have been kept 
so far, as it doesn’t need to be passed by 
the Parliament. The Parliament does not 
need to authorize this because this is a 
project that needs to be completed in 

Associate Director of Global Engagement 
Division, Kathmandu University

Nepal with or without the MCC being 
passed. If this transmission line is not 
made, how will we sustain the market 
for electricity which we intend to sup-
ply to our neighbors? The answer is, we 
can not do so. If we start spilling energy, 
which will happen without this power 
station, we will not be able to play in the 
market of electricity and won’t be able to 
import or export electricity. Therefore, 
even if the MCC does not make this line, 
Nepal will have to make it a necessity. 
 While discussing this in a Chi-
nese project, which I am a part of, I raised 
a question as to why the MCC can only 
make it and not ourselves, they respond-
ed by saying that it is a priority for the 
nation and it isn’t their place to say what 
to do and what not to do, which says it 
all. Therefore, to give it a priority or not 
is of national interest and doesn’t matter 
whether we take sides with India, Ameri-
ca, or China. We can and must make such 
necessary stations ourselves, instead of 
taking sides of other international pow-
ers. If tomorrow this transmission line is 
not made, our plans for the next 10 years 
will start to become a problem for busi-
ness both inside and outside our coun-
try. We won’t be in a situation to bargain 
with any nation to buy our electricity. We 

Komal Nath Atreya
Project Manager of Nepal-China Transmission Grid, 

Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA)

must be able to guarantee that our elec-
tricity is reliable and will not be cut off, 
which is why we need a reliable transmis-
sion. As long as we don’t make our trans-
mission lines robust, we will not have en-
ergy security. This line is supposed to be 
built in 5 years, otherwise, it will be tak-
en back. . However 5 years is a long time 
and although the project will seem like it 
is innovative, the project may be outdat-
ed by the time it is completed due to the 
ever-evolving technology. Keeping this 
in mind, the government and the MCC 
must decide on when to set a start date 
to build this transmission line. There are 
a few terms and conditions which must 
be kept in regards to buying raw materi-
als to build this transmission line which is 
not really necessary but is normal in such 
cases. We can take the example of the 
BRI which will take 75% of their materi-
als and consultants back with them, even 
when this is a loan. Whether the MCC is 
a good project or not is still a matter of 
dispute, however, we can clearly see that 
the MCC is not a necessity for us. The 
projects that they intend to start are a 
necessity for us. Whether they initiate 
it or not, eventually the Government of 
Nepal will have to complete the projects.



KU InsightsacKUaint www.gctatku.org.np9 SociopoliticalacKUaint www.gctatku.org.np9

Legal but Limited

A
t the start of September, the 
US Supreme Court decided not 
to block a Texas bill imposing 

some of the most stringent abortion 
laws in the nation. The controversial 
Senate Bill 8, signed into law in May, 
now effectively bans abortions after 
six weeks of pregnancy. The bill claims 
that the “fetal heartbeat” is most often 
detectable after the six-week mark. 
Experts and abortion-right activists 
argue that many women and people 
assigned female at birth don’t even re-
alize they are pregnant within the pre-
scribed time frame. After six weeks of 
gestation, it allows any private citizen 
in Texas, or elsewhere, to sue anyone 
who performs, “aids or abets” or any-
one who intends to help seek an abor-
tion in any capacity in the state. Citi-
zens who sue do not need to have any 
connection to the person they are su-
ing and upon succeeding, they are en-
titled to at least $10,000 in damages, 
in addition to legal fees. The legislation 
specifies no exception for rape, sex-
ual abuse, incest, or fetal anomalies. 
However, it exempts the person who is 
seeking an abortion from being sued. 
 The world was taken by a 
storm as this legislation curtails the 
reproductive rights of Texan women 
to the greatest extent. So much so that 
it functionally overturns the landmark 
case of Roe V. Wade that asserted that 
access to safe and legal abortion with-
out excessive government restrictions 
is a constitutional right. Encourag-
ing policing against a constitutionally 
guaranteed right of a woman for mon-
ey is an evil genius. The snake dies a 
painful death and the stick never even 
sustains a scratch!

 Nepal has committed to rather 
liberal reproductive rights of women. 
However, the history of legalized abor-
tion in Nepal dates back only to 2002. 
After nearly three decades of relentless 
reform efforts, it was under the 11th 
Amendment of the Civil Code that de-
criminalization was brought about. It 
was in acknowledgment of advocacy 
efforts underscoring the obscenely high 
rates of maternal morbidity and mortali-
ty associated with unsafe abortions. The 
historic Supreme Court ruling in Laksh-
mi Dhikta v. Nepal in 2009 not only re-
affirmed the right to abortion but also 
highlighted that access to abortion is an 
integral aspect of reproductive health 
rights and women’s human rights. Abor-
tion laws in Nepal have traveled a long 
way since. By guaranteeing safe mother-
hood and reproductive health rights as 
women’s fundamental rights under Arti-
cle 38, The Constitution of Nepal 2015 
recapitulated Nepal’s prior commitment 
to women’s reproductive rights. In terms 
of putting these fundamental guaran-
tees into action, Nepal monumentally 
enacted the Safe Motherhood and Re-
productive Health Rights Act (SMRHR 
Act) in September 2018. It was only this 
2018 law that explicitly acknowledges 
women’s right to abortion as a reproduc-
tive health right. The former abortion 
law, enshrined in the Country Code and 
the National Penal (Code) Act (2017) 
(the Penal Code), only allowed the pro-
cedure in limited circumstances as an ex-
emption to the “crime” of abortion. The 
Act ensures the right to abortion up to 
12 weeks of gestation with the consent 
of the pregnant woman. In cases of rape 
or incest, mother’s incurable diseases, 
and life-threatening pregnancies, abor-

Abortion: tion can be sought for till 28 weeks of 
gestation. 
 Despite this law being a stepping 
stone, it fails to shield abortion from the 
ambit of criminal law. The SMRHR Act 
still refers to the provisions of the Pe-
nal Code in cases of abortion that are 
sought beyond the legal conditions laid. 
Even though women of Nepal were free 
of criminalized abortion almost 20 years 
ago, abortion is still palled by the shad-
ows of criminal law. This results in wom-
en resorting to unsafe abortion proce-
dures which continues to be a leading 
contributor to maternal mortality. 
    Even though there has been a 
huge paradigm shift in abortion laws, 
there still are plenty of hindrances in ob-
taining safe and legal procedures. Wom-
en still turn to dark alleys only to get 
abortions from unqualified individuals. 
Impediments include a lack of knowl-
edge about the legal status of abortion, 
lack of proper and affordable services, a 
lack of transportation to licensed facili-
ties, gender norms that constrain wom-
en’s decision-making. Abortion in Nepal, 
as stigmatized it is, comes along with 
crude scrutiny from society. Abortion 
stigma still prevails in the community, 
service providers, managers, and poli-
cymakers. Many a time, abortion comes 
with the risk of being labeled as a paap-
ini,alachhini, and even hatyaara. It is not 
news that women who have had abor-
tions get barred from religious and social 
activities. Moreover, service providers 
and spouses of abortive women are also 
stigmatized and declared evil. This only 
adds to the number of women turning 
their backs on safe abortion services. 
 Despite the legal reforms, sub-
stantial improvements in protocols and 
infrastructure are required to guaran-
tee that all women in Nepal have equal 
access to affordable and safe abortion 
services. The disparities between wom-
en hailing from different backgrounds 
when it comes to exercising reproduc-
tive rights need to be addressed. 
 Women are viewed as the giver 
of life. Women can choose to be some-
thing other than that. There can be times 
they are not ready to take the mantle of 
motherhood. But, society seems to be 

uncomfortable with this very fact. It is 
evident in the actuality of abortion and 
its ever disputed legal status. Abortion in 
every part of the world comes along with 
controversy. The exercise of such a crucial 
reproductive right is a criminal offense 
in many nations. And wherein it’s not, it 
seems almost as if abortion is legal but 
limited. It appears that women and people 
assigned women at birth are put in posi-
tions where they have to be subject to a 
cruel and violating compromise of their 
reproductive rights. The world has come a 
long way. It’s time that society, and main-
ly the lawmakers take this question into 
consideration: How long before women 
get to make decisions about their own 
bodies? Because it sure is funny how hu-
mans have planned life in outer space but 
seem reluctant to give women the right to 
have a say on their own bodies! 

Sushmita humagain
sushihumagain@gmail.com

Contact:
Phone: 00977 9851005449

Email: metalscast@gmail.com
Ramnagar-12,Butwal

Credit : Joel Martinez
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T
he revelation of the Pandora Pa-
pers took place this October. 
These papers contained the names 

of hundreds of influential people:  bil-
lionaires, government officials, public 
figures, celebrities, and sportspersons. 
International media groups such as 
the BBC, CNN, and The Guardian have 
termed this revelation the most expan-
sive exposé of financial secrecy. 
 The data that became the Pan-
dora Papers consisted of 6.4 million 
documents. This data consisted of pro-
cesses through which the top 10% of 
the wealthiest handled their money. The 
paper shed light on how the global elites 
were able to exploit the ‘tax loopholes’ 
to prevent a huge chunk of their revenue 
from being taxed. 
 More than 35 world leaders, 
which include current and former pres-
idents, prime ministers, judges, mayors, 
and other government officials’ names 
have been present in these papers. Apart 
from these, more than a hundred billion-
aires, celebrities, and business leaders 
have also been named. 
 The Papers cover many areas 
through which these people have been 
able to avoid as well as evade their taxes 
for years. For this, the creation of shell 
companies, the formation of foundations 
and trusts, and money laundering have 
been stated to be done. But according 
to the Papers, the most common method 
that is followed by the names religiously 
is through the creation of offshore com-
panies, or accounts. 
 These offshore companies are 
‘tax havens’. The countries where these 
companies are established have a very 

easy process through which a company 
can be set up. These tax haven countries 
tend to have little to no income tax. It 
also has national laws formulated in a 
way that makes it difficult to identify the 
owners of the companies that have been 
established. Some examples of these 
countries include the British Virgin Is-
lands, Panama, Cayman Islands, and Sin-
gapore. 
 There are hundreds of people 
whose names have been mentioned 
in the Pandora Papers. However, all of 
them are not criminals. The process-
es through which the income has been 
‘hidden’ may have been through the ex-
ploitation of loopholes within the legal 
system. This is a form of tax avoidance 
and is not illegal. If the income has been 
hidden without the usage of a loophole, 
and through a means restricted by the 
legal system, then it falls under tax eva-
sion and is illegal. Some names under the 
Paper have been alleged to participate 
in avoidance, and some in evasion. The 
data must be heavily scrutinized if an ac-
tion is to be taken against these persons. 
 The revelation of the Pandora 
Papers exhibits the disparity insinuated 
by the global capitalist system. The top 
10%, having 70% of the world’s wealth, 
can afford resources inaccessible to the 
rest of the population, to not pay any 
form of tax at all. The options that the 
wealthy can exercise are not available to 
an average person. With the pertinence 
of this system, the richest remains the 
richest, and the rest of the population re-
mains where they currently are. There-
fore, a change in the structure is pivotal, 
however challenging that it may be. 

Krishna M. Parajuli
prashannap010@gmail.com

W
ith remittance being a ma-
jor source of money for the 
Nepal Government, black 

money in the name of remittance has 
been entering Nepal rapidly. With 
around 28 companies’ without any 
proof of income for the money they 
invest in business, 13 billion Nepalese 
rupees have been taken into account 
by Nepal Rastra Bank. The one person 
influenced the most from this proce-
dure is Mr. Ajay Raj Sumargi. He along 
with many renowned and prestigious 
politicians of Nepal have already 
bailed out Rs 7 billion of his. With his 
money taken into account by Nepal 
Rastra Bank again, he had a dire need 
for help from his politician friends to 
get his money back through a bill.  
 With no source of income for 
his money that he invested in Man-
jushree cement company, his Rs 4.5 
million has been taken by Nepal Ra-
stra Bank for investigation. After his 
efforts to take his money back went in 
vain even after visiting the supreme 
court a couple of times, he then went 
to the politicians of Nepal. Here, a 

grand plan of mischief started. He, 
along with his politician friends, de-
cided to create such a bill where no 
source of income will be asked, if the 
person invests in a business that pro-
vides employment to more than 300 
people. This plan does not end here. 
Not only was this bill created, but 
there has been a specific date set up 
for the investment to be done within, 
which is by the end of 2080 B.S. 
Although the politicians claim this bill 
to be to increase income and employ-
ment in the country, this plan when 
heard first seems as if it was created 
for Mr. Ajay Raj Sumargi specifically. 
Claiming this bill to be a necessity in 
the present context does not seem 
right. This not only lets people bring 
illegal and black money into Nepal 
but will also create an environment 
of distrust on the international level. 
This type of negative imprint of Nepal 
in an international context will help 
increase distrust and disaffection to-
wards Nepal. 

Samrin Basnet
samrin.basnet@gmail.com

Necessity or Luxury 

THE PANDORA PAPERS: 
WHAT IT EXHIBITS ABOUT THE FINANCIAL SYSTEM 
OF THE WORLD

Among the three branches of government, the judiciary is the system of 
courts that interprets and applies the law in the name of the state. The 
judiciary can also be thought of as the mechanism for the resolution of dis-
putes. Under the doctrine of the separation of powers, the judiciary gener-
ally does not make statutory law or enforce the law, but rather interprets 
the law and applies it to the facts of each case. However, with exceptions in 
some countries, the judiciary does make common law.
 Independence of the judiciary (also judicial independence) is the 
principle that the judiciary should be politically insulated from legislative 
and executive power. That is, courts should not be subject to improper in-
fluence from the other branches of government, or from private or parti-
san interests. Different nations deal with the idea of judicial independence 
through different means of judicial selection, or the choice of judges. One 
way to promote judicial independence is by granting life tenure or long 
tenure for judges, which ideally frees them to decide cases and make rul-
ings according to the rule of law and judicial discretion, even if those deci-
sions are politically unpopular or opposed by powerful interests. But they 
may have conflicts with republicanism, and they could support it.
 The rule of law, the mechanism, process, institution, practice, or 
norm that supports the equality of all citizens before the law, secures a 
non-arbitrary form of government and more generally prevents the arbi-
trary use of power. Arbitrariness is typical of various forms of despotism, 
absolutism, authoritarianism, and totalitarianism. In general, the rule of 
law implies that the creation of laws, their enforcement, and the relation-
ships among legal rules are themselves legally regulated, so that no one 
including the most highly placed official, is above the law. The legal con-
straint on rulers means that the government is subject to existing laws as 
much as its citizens are. Thus, a closely related notion is the idea of equali-
ty before the law, which holds that no “legal” person shall enjoy privileges 
that are not extended to all, and that no person shall be immune from legal 
sanctions.
 Not only does the rule of law entail such basic requirements about 
how the law should be enacted in society; it also implies certain qualities 
about the characteristics and content of the laws themselves. In particular, 
laws should be open and clear, general in form, universal in application, and 
knowable to all. Law should be relatively stable and comprise determinate 
requirements that people can consult before acting, and legal obligations 
should not be retroactively established. 
 Here the concept of constitutionalism comes in. It generally refers 
to the rules of fair governance. Aiming to place the rule of law, it sets the 
normative standards of society to balance between freedom and author-
ity, politics and law, and the rights and duties of citizens and the state. It 
limits rulers’ authority by placing checks on power and creating autono-
mous legal safeguards to protect minorities. Democratic constitution aids 
the poor by social policies, taxing the wealthy, and developing resources so 
that they abide by the rules of the game. 
 The rule of law doesn’t exist unless there is an independent judicia-
ry to help protect it. An independent and impartial judiciary is indisputably 
believed as one of the hallmarks of a vibrant democracy. According to the 
Constitution of Nepal, 2072, Article 128 mentions the power of the judi-
ciary. Even though this concept is new in Nepal, our constitution has kept 
the concept of rule of law and the independence of the judiciary necessar-
ily in the salient features of our constitution.

UNDERSTANDING THE 
JUDICIAL SYSTEM

Nishma Adhikari
School of Law (3rd year)
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I
f we are to analyze the current situa-
tion of Afghanistan, it is essential to 
look at how the Taliban took over Af-

ghanistan. In the 1980s, Afghan guer-
rillas called the Mujahideen fought a 
Soviet occupation for 9 years. In 1989 
the Soviets pulled out from Afghanistan. 
What followed in the next few years was 
a chaotic civil war among the tribal lead-
ers, fighting for power. In 1993, a militia 
called the Taliban started getting atten-
tion. Many of its members had studied in 
conservative religious schools in Afghan-
istan and across the border in Pakistan, 
and some of them had also fought as 
Mujahideen. The people were frustrat-
ed with the lawlessness and the Taliban 
came marching from Kandahar, going 
from one city to another saying that they 
were going to make cities in Afghanistan 
safe again. Their main goal was to make 
Afghanistan an Islamic State. By 1996 
the Taliban had seized the capital and 
declared Afghanistan an Islamic emirate 
and started imposing their strict inter-
pretation of Islamic law.

 After 9/11, the US was after 
al-Qaeda’s leader Osama Bin Laden, who 
was hiding in Afghanistan protected by 
the Taliban. When the Taliban refused 
to hand him over, the US immediately 
invaded Afghanistan. Within a couple 
of months after the Americans stepped 
in, the Taliban were forced out of pow-
er, and a new interim government was 
formed. Within three years the interim 
government promulgated a new Con-
stitution and elected Hamid Karzai as 
President. What followed were years of 
devastating conflict between the gov-
ernment and the Taliban - and now after 
the US evacuated Afghanistan, they re-
gained their grasp and are flexing their 
power unlike never before. 
The Taliban regrouped across the border 
in Pakistan following the US-led assault 
that ousted the initial administration in 
2001 and began reclaiming territory less 

Broken Promises and Betrayal
Taliban:

I
f we flip through the pages of  Nepal’s 
history, to figure out how significant 
student movements/politics have been 

to fight against the then-current admin-
istration and to bring societal change 
is not difficult at all. It would be rather 
unfair not to give credit to the then-stu-
dent activism which made Nepal today 
a secular democratic and republican na-
tion.  Not only in Nepal if we look close-
ly all around the globe student activism 
has played a huge part in bringing un-
imaginable changes, youths/students 
have always carried that burden on their 
shoulders to pressurize those in power 
to work in favor of the people. Switch-

ing back to Nepal’s context student 
activism dates all the way back to Rana 
Regime it was in 2004 BS  Asar 1st, the 
first student movement was embarked 
named ‘Jayatu Sanskritam’ demanding 
democracy and inclusion of subjects 
such as English, geography, maths, and 
science among others in the curricu-
lum of Rajakiya Sanskrit Vidyalaya. This 
movement gave more fuel to the fire 
that was spreading around against the 
Rana regime and when the students got 
together with BP Koirala to dethrone 
the Ranas, Nepal got a taste of democ-
racy for the first time in 2007 BS and 
the autocratic Rana Regime came to an 

end. This was not the only time the stu-
dent movement has played a key role to 
bring political change throughout Ne-
pal’s history; after 2007 student activ-
ism has been significant to bring down 
the panchayat system or to end monar-
chy; it has always been a key to achieving 
the change.  
 But now after more than 70 
years of the first student movement, 
people have started questioning wheth-
er we should allow universities to let stu-
dents be a part of political fractions or 
student unions.  The first thing that we 
have to think about is why after all these 
years and such a significant role in bring-
ing political change student activism is 
being questioned? This is because stu-
dent politics in Nepal has definitely lost 
its way, it has become a breeding place 
for power-hungry individuals and stu-
dent unions have become mere sister or-
ganizations to political parties to which 
they ideologically incline. This has made 
student leaders puppets to the ones in 
power and students no longer question 
the wrongdoings of the government. 
They have certainly drifted away from 
their true agendas and have started to 
bear the flag of their respective political 
parties and they are forced to act accord-
ing to the will of their masters, knowing 
all this it is only obvious to question stu-
dent politics’ relevance. This has led to 

rising anti-political sentiments among 
students/youths, they have demon-
ized politics and activism in their minds 
which is actually really concerning. If this 
remains the case, our economic, political 
situation will get only worse as best stu-
dents from our universities will refrain 
from getting involved in activism and the 
ones to rule would be incompetent and 
power-hungry individuals.
 However, this does not mean 
in any way that we restrict our youths 
from getting involved in politics. In fact, 
this is high time that we increase po-
litical consciousness among youths so 
that they could groom themselves into 
outstanding leaders of tomorrow. This 
is only possible if they get into activism 
during their college days. If more and 
more youths start to indulge themselves 
in politics it would be very difficult for 
the current puppets to remain in power 
and slowly everything will get right back 
on track, this cleansing process, howev-
er, will take time. So to conclude, student 
politics has a huge role to play during the 
current transition phase of the country 
and even in the future but if we don’t act 
now it might just lose its relevance and 
that would be a huge concern for the fu-
ture of this country.

than 10 years later. By August 2021, the 
Taliban had taken control of most major 
cities, including Kabul, the Afghan capi-
tal. The Taliban’s quick attack came as 
the US evacuated its remaining soldiers 
from Afghanistan in accordance with a 
2020 peace agreement with the Taliban. 
Despite their promises to safeguard the 
rights of women and minority communi-
ties and to grant amnesty to anyone who 
backed US operations, experts believe 
the Taliban would impose severe control. 
Meanwhile, the group confronts signifi-
cant obstacles in delivering security, 
health care, and economic opportunity 
to Afghans.
 Why is this a concern for 
SAARC? Strengthening regional coop-
eration by maintaining cordial relations 
with neighboring South Asian countries 
has become an essential component of 
Afghanistan’s foreign policy since the fall 

of the Taliban regime and the formation 
of the government. Afghanistan plays 
a major role among the SAARC nations 
as it serves as a gateway to West Asia 
and Central Asia for South Asian coun-
tries, which is important for the SAARC 
agenda on economic cooperation and 
energy security. With its invasion, the 
whole structure of SAARC changes. The 
gateway is now closed off to any other 
nations, restricting trade and communi-
cation.
 Aside from economic and trade 
cooperation, Afghanistan faces security 
challenges that are similar to those faced 
by its neighbors and other SAARC coun-
tries. Terrorism, poverty, and illiteracy 
are prominent in all the SAARC nations. 
While terrorism is at an all-time high, il-
literacy and poverty have been reduced 
but not eradicated. The rate of illiteracy 
and poverty is likely to rise again with the 
invasion of Afghanistan by the Taliban. 
With the Taliban enforcing new rules 
restricting women to play in afghan dra-
mas and suppressing women by taking 
away their right to free speech, proper 
education, and dressing, the country is 
not far from facing illiteracy issues. If this 
continues, the country might become 
the most backward, illiterate, and poor 
nation among the SAARC countries. 
The Taliban made promises of develop-
ment, prosperity, and happiness that 
they could not keep up to. These broken 
promises resulted in broken families, 
homes, and aspirations of Afghan peo-
ple. Running away scared from their own 
homes just to be safe, the Afghans share 
stories of fear and horror as the south 
Asian countries sit there dumbfounded 
as their sister nation crumbles into sand. 
With planes rerouting just to avoid the 
Afghanistan sky and with no trade op-
tions, Afghanistan is currently an isolat-
ed country among the SAARC nations.

Mahaharsha Rawal
mahaharsharawal@gmail.com

HAS STUDENT POLITICS IN NEPAL 

LOST ITS RELEVANCE??

Ayush Marasini 
ayushmarasini30@gmail.com
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T
he city of temples has witnessed 
an exceptional story. The walls of 
Kathmandu are moved with the 

sheer strength of it. This is a galvanic 
story written by fate and vigor. This is 
the story of Sagar Pandey. 
 Sagar’s story is 28 years old and 
travels from West Nawalparasi. He was 
only 11 years old when his life took an 
unforeseeable turn. It was a fateful day 
when he met with an accident involving 
an electric shock that turned pages to a 
new chapter of his life. He lost both his 
lower limbs in the accident which led 
him to live his life as a bilateral amputee. 
He is a wheelchair user now. But Sagar 
is so much more than his physical condi-
tion. In all sincerity, he is exalting to the 
spirit. 
 Sagar cherishes the fact that he 
is so in love with life. He adores every 
aspect of it, the good and the bad. There 
is nothing that doesn’t fascinate him. He 
takes interest in a variety of activities 
and tries to make the most of it all. His 
ability to find life in every little thing is 
what makes him his true self. He says 
that he is at his best with sports, be it 
basketball, swimming, indoor games, or 
his personal favorite, cricket. Not only is 
he so interested in playing, but the Ne-
pali flag also hoists under his captaincy 
in the national Wheelchair Cricket team.  
 The term in- s p i r e 
comes from the Latin 
word inspirare which 
means “to breathe”. 
Sagar finds this defi-
nition enthralling. It 
is almost as if when 

has espoused the fact that life is a flux 
and that’s what makes him the closest 
personification of the word “resilient”. 
He believes that stagnance in any situa-
tion of life costs one a great deal. Look-
ing at an obstacle and frowning over it 
leads nowhere but a dynamic approach 
to it might perhaps fetch a solution.
 With the love and endless sup-
port of his parents stored in every inch 
of his body, Sagar is grateful to his fam-
ily for making him who he is today. He 
is indebted to his parents that they let 
him see the world and live his life on his 
terms. He wants to be the shine of pride 
in his family’s eyes and make them incan-
descently happy.
 There are always two insepa-
rable sides to a coin. Needless to say, it 
is indifferent to people. He does realize 
and is grateful for the fact that some 
people have genuine concerns and wish 
well for him. But he feels that he is sub-
ject to mockery and unnecessary pa-
tronization at times. It is jarring to see 
himself being unnecessarily undercut. 
But what he beautifully does is learn 
from the bad and focus on the good. He 
uses the dark to navigate his way to the 
light at the end of the tunnel. He doesn’t 
let the tarnished opinions restrain him 
for he knows his worth. 
 The gap between the seemingly 
flawless policies and their implementa-
tion doesn’t sit right with Sagar. The aid 
received never reaches the right hands. 
The reservations are always accompa-
nied by scrutiny. The unwelcoming views 
that society holds of differently-abled 
people and the consummate lack of 
awareness is crippling the way people 
live their lives. This is disheartening for 
him to sit back and watch. But he puts his 
trust in the power of patience. There is 
a spark of change out there, all it needs 
is a fan to burn ablaze and change the 
cascade of life forever. Nepal is learning 
to be a better place for differently-abled 
people, and Sagar believes that if we 
were to hold hands, a change could be 
welcomed faster than ever. All we need 
is the will to change and a slight push to 
ourselves. After all, a rolling stone never 
gathers moss. 
 Sagar believes in happy endings. 
He thinks that all’s well that ends well. 
To him, what matters the most is how his 
life is lived. He wants to make the best 
of what life has to offer. To him, it’s the 
journey of life, full of ups and downs, that 
counts. He wants his story to be a hap-
py one just as how heartening it is. He 
wants his story to be worth a read and 
that is cherished forever, and because it 
looks life in the eyes and even lives it to 
the fullest. This is an awe-inspiring story. 
This is the story of Sagar Pandey. 

SAGAR PANDEY

something inspires one, they are taking 
a breath of life. With every breath, he is 
inspired and with every inspiration, he is 
enriched by a breath of life. Life is syn-
onymous with inspiration. Life inspires 
him, what life has to offer and what life 
has to detract is what fuels the passion 
to keep going. 
 This is not to say that his life 
hasn’t offered him the sourest lemons. 
But he was ready to make something 
resembling lemonade out of it. That is 
what kept him going. Sagar accentuates 
the importance of education, especial-
ly for a differently-abled individual. He 
believes that education not only is the 
backbone for a differently-abled person 
but also expands the horizon of human 
life in unprecedented ways. However, 
the ship wasn’t easy sailing when it came 
to his educational journey. After giving 
his SLC, he was ready to embark on a 
journey to his destination of dreams. In-
spired by how much a doctor could touch 
a life, he too dreamt of moving countless 
lives and thus decided to study medical 
science. He enrolled himself in Little 
Angels’ School in Hattiban and finished 
two years on a deservedly full scholar-
ship. To him, the school was perfect in 
all fairness. After graduating, he found 
himself preparing for the future as a 
medical student. Be that as it may, but 
he couldn’t pursue medicine. He thinks 
that maybe Kismet in totality forgot to 
write about him wearing a white coat. 
But he isn’t someone who would surren-
der to destiny’s deceit. He chose by not 
looking back and crying over the corpse 

of his dead dream, but rather he 
looked for a sea he could 

water with determi-
nation and utmost 

dedication. That 
led him to the 

m a g n i f i -
c e n c e 

o f 

Dhulikhel where he wanted to be a stu-
dent of Biotechnology at Kathmandu 
University. Even after countless promis-
es of looking after everything and mak-
ing it easier for him on campus, he didn’t 
see the truth in it at all. He was stuck in 
the four walls of his hostel room and the 
lack of mobility suffocated him. Attend-
ing classes had become a distant dream 
for him and that broke his heart a little. 
But Sagar isn’t someone who focuses on 
broken pieces of his heart, he resorted 
to saving the rest of it. With every bit of 
determination and positive outlook he 
could mutter, he requested the univer-
sity to change the course of his future. 
That was when he found his way back 
home to Little Angels’. He joined to study 
BBIS in a place that made him feel safe in 
all regards, especially infrastructure. He 
then went on to get yet another scholar-
ship for his MBA program at The British 
College. He is taking steps closer to his 
dreams for he is to graduate in virtu-
ally no time. As upsetting as he finds it, 
Sagar admits that for a differently-abled 
person like himself, infrastructure is 
preeminent than the subject or quali-
ty of education itself. This was the very 
reason his life took sharp turns at short 
intervals when it came to education. He 
is disgruntled by the fact that thousands 
of individuals like him have to compro-
mise with their dreams because of the 
sheer lack of infrastructure in even the 
topmost educational institutions of the 
nation. 
 To him, an aim is the rudder of a 
person’s life. It directs one to their desti-
nation. He aimed to be a doctor and later 
a biotechnologist, but he didn’t be rigid 
and let the storm sink his ship. He let 
the rudder take another course so that 
he could safely reach the shore and hear 
the cheers for him. 
 Change is perhaps the only con-
stant there ever will be. Life as we know 
it would be akin to nothing if it weren’t 
for constant motion. The hue of the hori-
zon, the songs of the bees, the beautiful 
blossoms, the dance of the trees outside 
the window, they all can be credited to 
constant change. If humanity had not 
pushed to evolve regardless of what 
was thrown at them, we would still be 
somewhere in the stone age, or not even 
there! But here we are, shortening the 
distance between the planets and cre-
ating reality like never before. After all, 
Greek philosopher Heraclitus’ notion of 
change was true all along. This is what 
Sagar Pandey steadfastly believes. Life 
is either headed toward growth or de-
cay. Sagar chooses growth every time 
because he understands that even the 
greatest warriors couldn’t survive the 
wrath of their situations. He isn’t suc-
cumbing to the atrocities of life but sim-
ply embracing change with open arms 
and a warm heart. To say the least, Sagar 

“A stagnant pond never sees the 
world like the ever motile river.”       

The British College
Master in Business Administration

Former Student of Kathmandu University 

Stories of Kathmandu University



KU InsightsacKUaint www.gctatku.org.np13 LiteratureacKUaint www.gctatku.org.np13

P
eriod! I asked, “What comes to 
your mind after the term “period” 
strikes you?”

 She said, “Ending”. I paused for 
a second. She added “of a sentence”. I 
smiled as she smiled mesmerizingly 
and I said to myself “I wasn’t talking 
about the punctuation”. No sooner had 
that thought crossed my mind that 
she started moving towards me. I said 
“No!” but she didn’t care. I said “Stop!”, 
yet she kept moving. I said “Please, 
not now”. She came too close that my 
nerves started feeling her and the in-
timacy carried my freshness away. She 
whispered “Forgive me darling. I’m not 
punctual in every case” and then she 
overpowered me. I felt my existence in 
a whole new world but was confused 
whether it was an end or beginning of 
something. I was too young to under-
stand the end of one phenomena is in 
itself the beginning of another. I was 
too scared to see it then but now with 
a more mature mind I can recall bits of 
my conversation with her that changed 
my life. 
 She said, “Take a seat darling, 
don’t hesitate. Today all my time is 
yours. I promise.” 
 I sat down but felt like some-
thing was leaking- my panty felt wet. 
She read my face and said , “It happens. 
Relax. It’s nothing. Be comfortable.” 
I started conversing with myself “Be 
comfortable? And here? How?” 
 “I’ll tell you how. But 
first tell me about your first 
period.”
 I said “Why do 
you act dumb? You 
can read my mind. 
You must know al-
ready.” 
 “I do. I do. 
But I want to listen 
to you first.” 
 G a t h e r -
ing my thoughts, I 
paused, then start-
ed: “My first period re-
minds me of an immature 
mind of mine which wasn’t 
able to bear the circumstances 
given birth by the old, experienced and 
yet immature minds around.” 
 “You were hurt by his words.” 
 “You saw everything, right? 
You heard him.” 
 “Yeah. I knew you would cry. I 
sensed your tears. But I thought what 
you were going through in that mo-
ment would be more powerful than his 
words to move you emotionally.” 
 “His words WEREN’T power-
ful.” 
 “Then why did you cry?”

 I argued, “Crying doesn’t mean 
to be weakened.”
 She raised her voice, “Your 
tears here imply the weakness of gen-
erations of women who’ve born the 
brunt of their biology with smiles on 
their faces. It implies his words were 
strong enough to topple the legacy of a 
cycle that sustains life. If your tears do 
not mean weakness then tell me, why 
did you cry?”
 “I cried because those three 
words of his made me visualize the re-
ality I was to live with for my whole life. 
He was a teacher- he had an educated 
mind but was hardly literate I guess. 
How can such an influential personal-
ity be so callous? I just went to ask for 
permission to leave because I had to go 
home and he was teaching.” 
 “You wanted to go home?”
 “Yeah! It was my first period, 
blood stains were fresh in my pants 
and panties. In my rush to stop what 
was happening, I’d worn the pad up-
side down while putting it on for the 
first time. Panicked and frenzied, all I 
wanted was the comfort of home”
 “What were his words?”
 “That’s.Your. Problem.”
 “Elaborate.”
 “When I said, “I’m having my 
first period and I want to go home. I 
have informed my mother through 
administration, she might be coming 
anytime. So, may I please borrow two 

of my friends from your 
class till my mother 

comes?” He wait-
ed, as though 

my predica-
ment wasn’t 
worthy of 
my atten-
tion. I added, 
“Um- I might 
need them.”  
To which he 
said “That’s 

your problem”. 
Already at my 

limit, his dismis-
sive nonchalance was 

simply the catalyst to the 
outpour of emotions that followed.”
 “So? Was he actually wrong?
 “Are you kidding me? Is that 
even a question? Of course he was 
wrong.”
 She stood up suddenly and 
said, “You know what , you just over-
reacted that day. There was nothing to 
cry about. From that very day to today 
you are just trying to convince your-
self that you weren’t influenced by 
his words but in reality you were. His 
words WERE powerful.” 

 I couldn’t tolerate it. I said “Ac-
tually, yes. He was right.”
  I felt the rushing of the blood 
in my veins. I couldn’t see anything. I 
started shouting, “That’s my PROB-
LEM. That wasn’t his mother’s PROB-
LEM because of which he was born in 
this world. That’s my PROBLEM. That’s 
not his sister’s PROBLEM. That’s my 
PROBLEM. That’s not his wife’s PROB-
LEM because of which he was able to 
cherish the moments when his kids first 
pronounced the word “baba”. That’s my 
PROBLEM. That’s not his daughter’s 
PROBLEM. That’s my PROBLEM. And 
that would have been his granddaugh-
ter’s PROBLEM who used to be my 
junior in the same school. THAT’S MY 
PROBLEM.” 
 For a while I felt like I lost my 
breath. I calmed down and asked her 
“What would have been his reaction 
if any faculty in the school dared to 
say those same words to his daugh-
ter?” Knowing that neither she nor any 
other force of nature could answer my 
question. 
 I collected myself together and 
said,”It’s a blessing. It’s no one’s prob-
lem.” Just as 
 I let myself speak those words, 
now that I finally believe them, I felt 
peace come over me.”
 She broke the silence, “I sup-
pose now it’s your turn to listen.” 
 “That wasn’t your problem. 
You’re right. That’s none’s problem. It’s 
just a cycle. And if you closely analyse, 
this cycle is the beginning of you, your 
family, your ancestors and every indi-
vidual around you. Your mother began 
bleeding one day, bleeded 4-5 days a 
month for years and years and one day 
the bleeding ended. That’s how your 
life began. It is a cycle because after 
giving birth to you, your mother began 
bleeding again, ended at some point, 
made possible the beginning of a new 
life, resumed and so on.” 
 Ending and beginning are two 
extreme points. When you fuse them 
together, there forms a cycle. Here are 
two cycles you can visualize, the first 
one is a menstrual cycle and second 
one- a life cycle and on the grounds of 
truth, the first cycle excellently makes 
possible the existence of a second cy-
cle for humans.
 Your period is an end- the end 
of girlhood and beginning of woman-
hood. But remember the cycle in itself 
must be endless though it ends perma-
nently for every woman one day. 
 If none will bleed here, then no 
life will be born here. 
 End of periods as a phenomena 
in nature will result in the beginning of 

none.” She paused.
 She came closer to me and con-
firmed, “Do you understand?” 
 “Yes, I do. But why do I feel 
periods are the end of so many other 
things?” 
 “What other things are you 
talking about?” 
 “I feel it’s the end of a free soul 
who roams around every corner of her 
house whatever the phase of the moon 
be. And it’s the beginning of the re-
strained soul who is told to sit by a cor-
ner of her house for 4-5 days a month 
where every passerby refers to her as 
untouchable.” 
 “This might again give birth to a 
cycle darling. It began with preventing 
you from going through physical strain 
supporting large, extended families 
and ended with restricting you to sit 
with your parents for dinner. It began 
with preventing you from participating 
in demanding hours long yagyas and 
ended with restricting you to practice 
your faith. If this beginning and end 
come to the same plane one day, there 
will form a cycle again. A cycle of nur-
ture and care. 
 “Will we ever be able to wit-
ness such a thing? When even educat-
ed people are ignorant?” 
 “It is a thought process darling. 
Until an individual understands the 
value of blood his/her mother bleeded 
during her lifetime to make their be-
ginning possible, this kind  of mentality 
will not come to an end.” 
  “One last question.” 
 “Go ahead.”
 “Why did you bring me here to-
day?” I asked
 “For too long you’d been car-
rying the seeds of resentment at me. 
Blaming me of robbing your freedom, 
making you weak and ashamed. You 
were nurturing those seeds, letting 
the poison of other people’s words 
and perceptions water those seeds 
until you believed that I was in the 
way of you living your life. That isn’t 
so.” “That’s why I brought you here- to 
grasp that tree by its trunk with all my 
efforts and throw it out of your body, 
mind and soul. In short, to assist you to 
end your exasperated life and be a part 
of your new beginning where you will 
accept me from the core of your heart 
not as a curse but as a blessing, a beau-
tiful addition to your life”
 

Swosti Bastola (Safalta)
sb02943921@student.ku.edu.np

ENDINGS,
BEGINNINGS

THEMED SECTION
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T
his book is written on the theme 
of colonial periods in Macondo 
where new and modern luxuries 

of time swept people from original so-
ciocultural norms and heuristics, devi-
ant practices becoming prevalent and 
leading the town in the path of turmoil.
 The main household of Macon-
do is led by Jose Arcadio Budencia with 
his wife Ursula. The town is separated 
from the outside world. Jose is a su-
pernatural believer and together with 
Melquiades pursues a doomed quest 
of finding truth which in fact leads him 
to be pursued as mentally unstable, at 
which point he is tied to a tree and is 
bound to it till death.
 In the house, Ursula takes 

F
yodor Dostoevsky (1821- 1881) 
a Russian novelist, story writer, 
and journalist was born on the 

outskirts of Russia. He had a life full of 
suffering and hardships that many of 
his friends and literary contemporaries 
didn’t quite go through which makes 
everything he wrote feel so true. He 
is considered to be the greatest nov-
elist of all time with his novels that go 
deep into the deepest levels of the hu-
man psyche filled with characters that 
are confused, irrational, and always in 
some way suffering bitterly. 
 One of Dostoevsky’s critically 
acclaimed novels going deep into hu-
man suffering, crime, and redemption 
is “Crime and Punishment”. The novel 
revolves around the protagonist “Ras-
kolnikov” and his descent into madness 
after he commits two murders: one of 
an old pawnbroker lady and another 
of her sister, who unfortunately wit-
nessed her sister’s murder and gets 
killed by him. He rationalizes his mur-
ders by determining it would be a ben-
efit for society as a whole who selfishly 
thinks himself to be a man with extraor-
dinary capabilities that isn’t affected 
by moral laws. Things turn sour for our 
protagonist as he soon realizes he was 
far more irrational than he thought he 
was and starts to torment himself for 
his immense guilt. Raskolnikov finally 
redeems himself after confessing to a 
meek young Christian girl “Sonya” who 
forgives him and fills his future with 
hope and love. 
 Dostoevsky tries to hint at two 
main ideas throughout the novel: 

tween her and Mr. Crespi. Colonel Bu-
dencia retires to his workshop for soli-
tude after fighting in wars.
 The third, fourth, and fifth-gen-
eration enjoy luxuries as the main fam-
ily of Macondo, indulging in drinking 
and whoring sprees.  Traditional pillars 
like marriage, family names are lost to 
voracious and deviant behaviors. The 
war of the plantations claimed another 
wave of members from the budencia 
family. The innocence of Macondo is 
lost which is signified as Remedios the 
beauty flies into air. Thus the family is 
left in ruins after periods, which is re-
ceived by Aureliano (ii) and Arcaido(ii).  
Aarcaido(II) indulges in debauchery 
leading to his death. Aurelino also in-
volves himself in incest with amaranta. 
She dies in childbirth, leading Aurelino 
to read scripts from Melquiades whose 
prophecies were events that would 
happen in Macondo.
 The book is like pottery which 
starts to invigorate from the base. Its 
author, Mr. Marquez builds a storyline 
like a layered stack piling one layer at 
a time. I liked the way the storyline 
is moved forward in a very slow and 
graspable way, making it way apart 

from the mainstream. “Arcane” may be 
the correct word to describe a book as 
it has a unique theme, a Latin Ameri-
can theme of a colonial agricultural 
world that goes quite unnoticed. The 
author has presented the book in the 
third person, making readers not sen-
timentally attached to one character 
and moving along with the story. This 
makes the theme of Macondo a glass 
for readers, allowing us to build new 
perspectives around it. The book is en-
tangled with characters which makes 
one confused quite often which is solv-
able with labeling. Also, the story in 
midway presents itself to be a valley of 
disappointment/confusion, which ex-
plains the reason for people marking it 
a hard read. Summing up uphill and the 
downhills, the book gives a third eye 
view to readers about the world we 
live in, the ins and outs, good, bad and 
horrible scaled down to the fictional 
place of Macondo. I recommend and 
dedicate it to Remedios the beauties 
of 21st century who are in the illusion 
that life is full of blooms and sunshines.

Raghav Sharma
rs02420718@student.ku.edu.np

One Hundred Years 
of Solitude
Author: Gabriel García Márquez

First published: 1967 AD

Ratings: 4.1/5

Crime and 
Punishment
Author: Fyodor Dostoevsky

First published: 1866 AD

Ratings: 4.2/5

ner but hate the sin”. He believed that 
even the most vicious of criminals can 
redeem themselves with enough love 
and compassion. Through his portrayal 
of the relationship between Sonya and 
Raskolnikov in which Sonya becomes a 
ray of hope for him to redeem himself 
and become a better man, Dostoevsky 
shows just how strong the power of 
love can be for a person through Ras-

kolnikov’s improvement and redemp-
tion. 

“To love someone means to see some-
one as God intended to see them.”
                        -Fyodor Dostoevsky.

Ishan Panta 
ispanta03@gmail.com

charge of the household. From here, the 
family is in for a bumpy ride throughout 
the story. Love spirals and wars bring 
pillage to the Budencia household. Re-
becca affects town with insomnia that 
causes memory loss. Amaranta affects 
every person attracted to her to agony 
as retribution for what happened be-

1. Knowing yourself 
2. Compassion for the sinner

 Through Raskolnikov, Dosto-
evsky shows the reader how a bright 
law student can turn into a vicious 
murderer depending on the loathsome 
environment he is forced upon. Losing 
faith and rejecting everything he once 
had faith in he starts to consider him-
self as someone who is extraordinary. 
Someone who has a right to do what-
ever he wants if it’s for the betterment 
of society. Following the murder, he 
had realized he wasn’t in any way ex-
traordinary at all. In fact, he was the 
exact opposite of what he thought him-
self to be. This message of truly know-
ing oneself is what Dostoevsky wants 
everyone to have. Giving an extreme 
example of Raskolnikov he teaches ev-
eryone to face their true self head-on, 
for only then can one truly start living 
their lives. 
 
“If you want to overcome the whole 
world, overcome yourself”.
                        -Fyodor Dostoevsky 

 The next idea Dostoevsky push-
es forward is the idea of “Love the sin-

Ojaswee Bhandari
bhandariojaswee@gmail.comART BY
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H
eaps of garbage have been seen 
all around Kathmandu for the 
past three months. Garbage 

piles up along the roadsides, within 
empty lands, and even on the pedes-
trian paths through which people walk. 
This issue of improper waste manage-
ment within Kathmandu city poses a 
hazardous threat to the civilians living 
within it. But a much greater threat is 
posed to the people who have been the 
victim of this for the past fifteen years: 
The Sisdole Inhabitants. 
 An agreement was made in 
2006 to make Sisdole a landfill site for 
three years. Fifteen years have passed, 
and Kathmandu still dumps its waste 
there. The Sisdole landfill is now virtu-
ally full. But yet, in the hopes of squeez-
ing a couple of thousand more tonnes 
of waste into the already exhaustive 
landfill, the waste is dozered and com-
pressed. This poses a major threat to 
the health of the people living around 
Sisdole. Living beside millions of tons 
of rotting waste is a grave health haz-
ard upon the residents. They are prone 
to lung infections such as tuberculosis, 
pneumonia, and influenza, cancer, and 
reproductive complications. 
 This problem of solid waste 
management has plagued Kathmandu 
due to a rampant population growth, 
haphazard urbanization, and lack of 

knowledge in how to manage solid 
waste. According to the national sur-
vey, Kathmandu valley generates 
nearly 1200 tonnes of solid waste in 
a day, 50% of the total waste gener-
ated in Nepal. Most of this waste is 
disposed of in landfills. The rest that 
do not make it to Sisdole are dumped 
in the open, or burnt. While this imper-
manent approach for managing waste 
has already affected the Sisdole inhab-
itants gravely, it will also cause detri-
mental consequences to all of Nepal in 
the years to follow. Measures must be 
taken immediately to avert the present 
as well as the upcoming. 
 An approach that could direct-
ly intervene this issue is by following 
the waste management hierarchy ap-
propriately, of reduce, reuse, recycle, 
and recover. This would require both 
the citizens as well as the authorities 
to be accountable for their duty. For 
this, soft interventions are crucial. This 
includes educating people in order to 
change their behavior, making stake-
holders accountable for their actions, 
and investment in solid waste manage-
ment infrastructures by the govern-
ment. 
 A pragmatic approach must be 
taken to provide a safe and sustain-
able waste management service. Open 
dumps must be converted into scien-
tifically-engineered dumping sites, 

which will be able to treat, recover, and 
recycle the wastes. The government 
should encourage the participation of 
all stakeholders in this initiative. This 
could be done through various incen-
tives, rewards and punishments, and 
invigorations. The people or compa-
nies generating greater amounts of 
waste and contributing to pollution 
should pay the cost for dealing with 
these issues in order to protect public 
health as well as the environment. The 
idea of ‘producers liability’ is greatly 
applicable in this context. 
 According to the national sur-
vey of 2020, 54% of Nepal’s waste is 
biodegradable. While it is in the form 
of fruit and vegetable waste in cities, 
cow dung, poultry waste, and fecal 
sludge are produced in farms. There-

fore, it is favourable to take a waste-
to-energy approach for Nepal. Bio-gas 
treatment plants can be established 
for treatment of source-segregated 
biodegradable waste in order to gener-
ate energy in the form of methane gas. 
Compost fertilizers are also created 
through it. For non degradable waste, 
which constitutes 19% of the total 
waste in Nepal, the only viable option 
is to recycle. This requires the estab-
lishment of waste sorting, processing, 
and recycling infrastructures. For this, 
public and private sector participation 
is pivotal. 
   Alsha Regmi

ar02730620@student.ku.edu.np

 The Waste Management Issue: 
Kathmandu Creates, Sisdole Pays

O
n Friday, July the 2nd at the 
ungodly hour of 5:15 AM, gas 
from the undersea pipeline in 

the Campeche Sound west of Mexi-
co’s Yucatan Peninsula began leaking. 
There was a storm raging with heavy 
rain and lightning across the Gulf of 
Mexico at that time, when a lightning 
bolt came in contact with the leaking 
gas, causing bright flames to boil up 
to the surface creating an eye of fire, 
dangerously close to Pemex’s crude oil 
tanker. 
 This singular event has re-
leased unexplainable amounts of 
methane into the atmosphere- a gas 
that is 85 times more detrimental to 
the environment than carbon dioxide 
over 20 years. What is alarming here is 
that this is not the first time something 
like this has happened, and neither is 
this the last. Pemex itself has been in-
volved in m
ultiple similar instances of oil spillage 
and gas leak explosions. Not only are 

they terrible for the ecosystem (gas 
leaks poison the fish within a 5-mile ra-
dius of it), but they also result in human 
casualties. 
 The logical train of thought 
after hearing this is- what can we do 
about it? According to our govern-
ments as well as non-governmental 
organizations, individual efforts into 
sustainability and careful daily action- 
replacing our shopping bags, turning 

vegan, using paper straws are what will 
change the world. In reality, however, 
the environmental crisis has reached 
a point where the only solution is the 
eradication of fossil fuel, replacing it 
with reusable, natural, sustainable en-
ergy. However, a move like this seems 
far unlikely and the end of the world is 
imminent seeing as how we are active-
ly funding it. 
 The explanation for this state-
ment can come from BlackRock. A 
company few are familiar with yet one 

that is worth more than every coun-
try’s GDP except 2 with 9.4 trillion dol-
lars in assets. BlackRock is the largest 
asset management firm on the planet. 
They hold stocks and ownership of 
companies and properties, all to de-
rive the most profit for themselves 
and their shareholders. Directly or in-
directly, they are either the largest or 
the top 7 shareholders in major banks 
and financial services across the world. 
Through BlackRock-funded banks, var-
ious other industries around the world 
get shackled to BlackRock ownership 
such as media- according to reports, 
BlackRock and Vanguard (the second-
largest asset management company in 
the world) own around 90% of all the 
media that we consume. More impor-
tantly, they are the single largest own-
ers of the fossil fuel industry and the 
largest investors in the deforestation 
and destruction of the amazon. Not 
surprisingly, they also have charges of 
human rights abuse against the indig-
enous.
 Any time we feel there is an 
element of choice in what we are con-
suming, it is simply an illusion to en-
courage compliance as many different 
service providers have the same own-
ers. Such large and oftentimes circular 
ownership result in a monopoly over 
an industry. For example, Blackrock 
recently bought private housing units 
for 50% more than the market price to 
gain a monopoly over the real estate 

industry, making it so that individuals 
cannot afford to independently own 
these houses, but rather have to do 
business with any of their owned banks 
and financial consultancies first- fund-
ing them one way or another. 
 Such practices allow them to 
dictate the economic status of the 
world according to their fancy. While 
BlackRock may be an American compa-
ny, their activity affects all the rest of 
the world not just because the money 
that comes in aid comes through if not 
from them,  and widespread ownership 
of international services including but 
not limited to social media but also the 
fact that they directly profit from our 
unhealthy consumption practices. 
 Ironically, the companies that 
we get our sustainable items from are 
directly or indirectly linked to corpo-
rations such as BlackRock. Our activ-
ism, our education, our sustainability 
all sponsor the very corporations that 
are killing us. There just seems to be 
nowhere to turn for the majority of the 
population. So while we wait for the 
corporations to truly destroy our plan-
et and kill us all while masquerading as 
actually caring for the environment, 
pass me that paper straw, won’t you?  

  
   Eva Kafle
 eva.kafle@student.ku.edu.np

The End Of The World And Who It Profits

Credit : Annapurna Post
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O
ver 70% of India’s power de-
mands are met by coal, with 
state-owned Coal India Lim-

ited (CIL) supplying over 80% of the 
total coal required. The majority of the 
country’s 135 coal-fired power plants 
are burning fuel with fumes as coal re-
sources are rapidly running out. Fur-
thermore, several states have issued 
blackout warnings regarding India’s 
crumbling coal stocks, which have col-
lapsed to record lows. This is a huge 
reason for concern in a country where 
coal is used to generate over 70% of 
electricity, threatening to impede In-
dia’s post-pandemic economic recov-
ery. Energy usage has increased sub-
stantially over the past two centuries, 
due to rapidly expanding transporta-
tion and industrial sectors. Currently, 
several nations are experiencing a seri-
ous energy crisis due to pollution and 
limited reserves caused by the growth 
of these very industries. And like in ev-
ery other country, the power crisis in 
India is looming. 
 The current coal unavailability 
issue has been attributed to lackluster 
domestic output and a substantial fall 

in imports over the last few years. In 
the aftermath of the COVID-19 pan-
demic lockdown, there was an upsurge 
in demand, transportation, and sup-
ply of coal, which led to a global rise 
in coal prices. Increasing coal prices 
forced power facilities that had relied 
on imported coal to use domestic coal 
instead. As of 2016, India ranked fifth 
in the world with 107,727 million tons 
(MMst) of proven coal reserves, ac-
counting for about 9% of the world’s 
total coal reserves of 1,139,471 million 
tons (MMst) according to a Worldom-
eters survey. India has proven reserves 
of 111.5 times its annual consumption 
rate. This indicates that it has around 
111 years of coal left at current con-
sumption levels and excluding unprov-
en reserves. With them having to use 
domestic coal, annual consumption 
increases drastically and reserves are 
likely to empty faster than anticipat-
ed. Additionally, bad weather made it 
more difficult to provide fuel to power 
plants due to the mines being gravely 
flooded. Moreover, due to several 
states failing to make payments to the 
Coal India Company, coal supply had 

too been suspended.
 A prolonged and extreme pow-
er crisis is possible for India due to its 
large population and underdeveloped 
energy infrastructure. India’s econom-
ic recovery could be slowed if the cur-
rent coal issue causes the industry to 
experience electricity shortages. This 
may cause outages, putting the South 
Asian country’s overall fragile econom-
ic recovery at risk. Bhutan and Nepal 
have considerable hydroelectric re-
sources, while India, Pakistan, and Ban-
gladesh have the most natural gas and 
coal resources. Although Nepal relies 
mainly on hydroelectric resources, it 
also does import coal from India. In the 
fiscal year that ended in March 2021, 
India shipped 8 lakh tons of coal to its 
neighbors, including Nepal. Accord-
ing to the Coal Ministry’s Provisional 
Coal Statistics 2020-21, the maximum 
77.20 percent was sold to Nepal, fol-
lowed by 13.04 percent to Bangladesh. 
As India is the prime hub for coal sup-
ply among the SAARC(The South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation) 
nations, it brings a massive crisis for all 
these nations, with India itself facing a 

coal crisis.
 To aid with import substitu-
tion and handle the current economic 
issue and energy crisis caused by coal 
shortage, the government has enabled 
enterprises with captive mines to sell 
50% of their annual output on the 
open market. In order to avoid a de-
mand-supply mismatch, the power and 
coal ministries have agreed to draw 
out a monthly coal supply timetable 
for thermal power units, according to 
reports. Furthermore, individual cut-
backs may go a long way toward reduc-
ing or even preventing a catastrophe. 
These include stricter regulation, low-
ered thermostats, and colder/shorter 
bathing, while also measures taken by 
large groups of people. India, such a 
developed country, could use alternate 
sources of energy in this moment of 
crisis. Solar Energy, Hydroelectric En-
ergy, Geothermal Energy, Bioenergy 
and so on can be used as a substitute to 
coal in this dire time. 
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G
reen Club of Thoughts- GCT, 
founded in 2007, is the first in-
ter-departmental club that has 

a blend of all the schools of Kathman-
du University (KU).  Intending to im-
prove educational, cultural, physical 
and mental, and literary abilities, GCT 
has been working rigorously to reach 
its goals to connect and inspire KU 
students. GCT has a vision to expose 
the matter of technical, social, nation-
al and International issues to students 
of Kathmandu University, making 
them engaged in activities (outreach, 
debates, interactions, seminars etc.), 
simultaneously enhancing profes-
sional and technical skills coupled to 
their field of interest. This diversity of 
GCT has presented itself to be a home 
for boundless opportunities and ex-
periences to many. GCT has set out a 
mission to bring together all students 
from Kathmandu University’s seven 
schools (Engineering, Science, Medi-
cal Sciences, Arts, Law, Education, and 
Management) and engage them in a 
series of activities to fulfill the club’s 
mission and objectives, exposing them 
to a wide range of topics ranging from 
technical and social issues to national 
matters of subject. With the same 
mission and vision, to effectuate one 
of the objectives of the club, it pub-
lishes a tri-monthly semi-scholarly 
trans-disciplinary journal ‘acKUaint’.
 ‘acKUaint’ is a tri-monthly 
journal that comprises semi-scholarly, 
inter-disciplinary and as well as trans-
disciplinary articles collected from all 
seven schools of Kathmandu Univer-
sity. This newsletter has become the 
prime platform for undergraduates 
to exhibit their writings and artworks. 
With collective news from KU schools, 
entire Nepal, and all over the globe, it 

consists of disciplinary and interdisci-
plinary articles, literature and art, and 
so on.  This newsletter also serves as 
a platform for individuals who have 
a spark for writing for there is also 
plenty of room for creative pieces of 
writing and art. Through this news-
paper, the club aims to bring together 
the students from all of Kathmandu 
University and provide them a forum 
for fair news coverage, ranging from 
events of KU to national, socio-polit-
ical, and international news
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Are you Interested in writing ? 
Would you like to connect with people?
Would you like to inspire individuals with your skills?

Be a part of GCT. 
Drop your queries and creations at 
ackuaint@gctatku.org.np


