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A Reconnection: Kathman-
du University Alumni Meet

Roe v Wade: Politics on 
Women’s Bodies  

As Nijgadh International 
Airport progresses ….

Sunaulo Katha : Story of 
Shashank Das Verma

Nepali educationist and the founder Vice Chancellor of Kathmandu 
University, Dr. Suresh Raj Sharma is a well known education and devel-
opment enthusiast. Having completed his higher education abroad, his 
inspiration to build an institution which provides as quality education 
as he received in his homeland led him back to Nepal. With the same 
enthusiasm and determination, the plan of the Kathmandu Universi-
ty came forward. In this interview, Dr. Sharma keenly talks about the 
inspiration, roles, obstacles and his ties with the University. He fondly 

speaks of his past memories and his recollections as he embarks on 
a new journey after his role as the founder after retirement in 2012 
A.D. Still the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Kathmandu 

University and Vice-Chairman of the Managing Board of Dhulikhel 
Hospital, Dr. Suresh is actively associated with the University 

till date.

Founder Vice Chancellor of Kathmandu University

Dr. Suresh Raj Sharma

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Ramesh Kumar Maskey shares his 
journey through the large domain of academics, 
corporate work as well as academia he has explored 
in many countries throughout his life. Dr. Maskey 
talks about how dedicated his life to Kathmandu 
University, with a leap of faith, leaving behind a well 
settled life back in Germany.
 He speaks on his new journey of creating a 
space which will facilitate future engineers to en-
gage in the teaching learning process with a more 
practical and research-based approach.Above all, 
Dr. Maskey is highly keen on creating a flourishing 
environment for students that brings in the role of 
dedicated faculty as well as proper infrastructure.

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Ramesh Kumar Maskey

Dr. Achyut Wagle
Interview with

On 20 September 2022, Prof. Dr. Achyut 
Prasad Waglehas been appointed as the 
Registrar by Prime Minister Sher Bahadur 
deuba on the recommendation of VC Prof 
Dr Bhola Thapa as per Kathmandu Uni-
versity Act, section 17(1). Wagle served 
previously as the Associate Dean at Kath-
mandu University School of Management 
(KUSOM). He has completed his MA from 
Tribhuvan University and MSc in Econom-
ics from Birmingham University, UK. He 
has a PhD in Economics from Indian Insti-
tute of Technology, Kanpur. This saturday, 
GCT had the privilege  to take his interview  
as he embarks on this new journey.

INTERVIEW

The construction of Nijgadh 
Airport has caused controver-
sies since the very beginning. 
Plans to eradicate over five 
hundred thousand trees in the 
area has sparked protests and 
discussions among environ-
mentalists and nationalists who 
believe that the construction 
plans shoulwd be eliminated. 
The Court has ordered to seek 
alternative approaches to this 
airport, and has even suggested 
conducting a feasibility study 
in the area of construction. 
The PM has also given an or-
der to run the construction of 
the airport with minimal harm 
and loss of biodiversity. How-
ever the question still arises, 
whether that will be possible 
considering Nijgadh Airport’s 
blueprints suggest it to become 
the world’s 4th largest airport. 

Turbulance at Nijgadh 
International Airport

Interview with
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K
athmandu University (KU) suc-
cessfully conducted its second 
phase of the 27th Convocation 

on June 3, 2022, at the central campus 
premises of Dhulikhel. In the presence 
of Rt. Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Sher 
Bahadur Deuba, Vice Chancellor Prof. 
Dr. Bhola Thapa, members of the senate, 
board of trustees, chief guest, KU mem-
bers, media, graduating students, and 
their parents and guardians, the convo-
cation ceremony commenced. 
 This second phase of the convo-
cation composed graduates from six dif-
ferent schools, including School of Arts, 
School of Education, School of Engineer-
ing, School of Management, School of 
Medical Sciences, and School of Science. 
In total, 1715 graduates from under-
graduate level to Ph.D. received their 
degrees. 
 Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Bho-
la Thapa emphasized the burgeoning 
number of graduates from KU for whom 
the convocation ceremony commenced 
in two phases. Likewise, he showed his 
concerns about the increasing number 
of students from Nepal going to foreign 
countries for education and employ-
ment. He accentuated KU’s strong stand 
for providing excellent education and 
an advanced platform for students, en-
suring a competitive environment. He 
strongly encouraged students to repre-
sent their nation and utilize the available 
resources to create numerous facilities 
available in Nepal itself. By providing 
diverse educational and technological 
platforms, he seeks to take KU to an in-
ternational platform while also forming 
collaborations with different countries. 
Along with this, he portrayed the impor-
tance of preserving Nepali culture. Last-
ly, he stated that the formation of and 

efforts from the alumni network are also 
significant.
 Overall, he encouraged all the 
alumni and graduates to make Nepal 
peaceful, developed, and a better coun-
try.
 At this event, the Prime Minis-
ter, Rt. Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Sher 
Bahadur Deuba, honored the Ph.D. grad-
uates. He congratulated all the graduat-
ing students and articulated that KU has 
been accomplishing quality education 
in Nepal. He mentioned that by high-
lighting the natural beauty and cultural 
values of Nepal, KU has been producing 
excellent manpower and utilizing the 

available resources in the country. He 
believes in youth and encourages them 
to contribute to the nation’s betterment.
The chief guest of the event was Profes-
sor B.S. Murti, Director of the Indian In-
stitute of Technology, Hyderabad. Along 
with congratulating the graduates, he 
significantly highlighted the importance 
of innovation. He mentioned the collab-
oration between KU and IIT Hyderabad, 
through which he seeks to make remark-
able improvements in the sector of tech-
nology. Likewise, he supported the idea 
that student exchange programs must 
be conducted regularly to share learning 
and inspire each other. According to him, 

to become a successful person, individ-
uals must develop a passion and curios-
ity to explore things with a true learning 
spirit. He emphasized that all leaders are 
self-made and take risks independently. 
Furthermore, he emphasized integral 
growth, which includes growing togeth-
er with people rather than seeking indi-
vidual growth.
 The 27th convocation of KU was 
completed with an increasing number of 
graduates. There were a total of 1449 
graduates from the first phase. After the 
second phase of convocation, Kathman-
du University has a total of 3,164 gradu-
ates this year.

27th Convocation Phase II

O
n the 4th of July, 2022, Kath-
mandu University signed an 
agreement with Prof. Dr. Ramesh 

Prasad Singh for the establishment of 
an endowment fund to be presented to 
the MS Orthopedics institution of Kath-
mandu University. The signing ceremony 
was coordinated by Prof. Bibhuti Ranjan 
Jha at the office of Vice-Chancellor on 
the 4 July 2022, in the presence of the 
Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Dr. Bhola Thapa, 
along with various other senior univer-
sity officials.
 Dr. Singh donated a munificent 
amount of NPR 20, 00, 000 (NPR Two 
Million) towards the Kathmandu Uni-

versity Endowment Drive. As per the 
specification of the donor in terms of the 
agreement, the fund amount will be used 
to present a gold medal to the best MS 
Orthopedics student at the university 
and to grant a scholarship to the worthy 
student as determined by the institution. 
With 50% of the interest from the fund 
would be added annually to the main 
fund, 30% of the fund will be utilized for 
the distribution of the gold medals to 
the top MS Orthopedics student and 20 
% would be used to provide scholarship 
to the most deserving student as per the 
determination made by the university.

School of Medical Sciences

Endowment Agreement signed between Prof. 
Dr. Ramesh Prasad Singh and Kathmandu 
University
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T
he journey of the Class of 2022 
of Bachelor’s of Fine Arts at the 
Kathmandu University School of 

Arts has come to an end, just like every 
other year, with the BFA Exhibition Proj-
ect. BFA Exhibition Project 2022 is the 
manifestation of the artistry, hard work, 
creativity, and innovation of the class of 
2022.
 The graduating students of  stu-
dio art and graphic communication—pre-
sented their art and design works at the 
BFA exhibition. The exhibition was held 
in the Nepal Art Council, from 1st to 6th 
August, 2022.  A range of designs and 
artworks like paintings, product designs, 
game designs, campaign designs, inter-
active designs, jewelry designs, book il-

lustrations, photography, tattoo designs, 
performance arts, etc. were presented 
as part of the exhibition project. The ex-
hibition itself was phenomenal, with vis-
itors being able to interact with all the 
artists, getting their hands colorful at 
the open art station, getting tattoos at 
the exhibition center itself, watching live 
performance art, playing the games de-
veloped by the artists, buying postcards, 
stickers, merch, and so on and so forth.  
 The exhibition, according to 
Head of Department of KU Art+Design, 
is the culmination of four years of rigor-
ous academic study and intensive prac-
tice by the Class of 2022. And the exhi-
bition did prove to be the paragon of the 
students’ artistry and effort.

Impressions: BFA Exhibition Project 2022

School of Arts
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O
n the 9th of August, the Legal 
Nepali Literature Committee of 
Kathmandu University School of 

Law (KUSoL) held a discussion session 
on important judgments of former Chief 
Justice Sushila Karki. This informative 
session took place on the premises of 
the School of Law itself, with an audi-
ence of students as well as teachers of 
KUSoL.
 During the program, Karki 
shared about her experience working at 

Hon. Former Chief Justice Sushila Karki visits 
Kathmandu University School of Law 

T
he second Alumni Meet of Kath-
mandu University (KU) and the 
first-ever conducted by the Alum-

ni Network at Kathmandu University 
(AKNU) took place on June 5, 2022 at 
the central campus of Kathmandu Uni-
versity in Dhulikhel. The ANKU was es-
tablished with a task force of 14 mem-
bers in 2019 A.D. and has been adept at 
connecting alumni in every field since 
then.
 The preliminary phase of the 
program was a networking session over 
breakfast. Associate Professor Dr Hem 
Raj Kafle moderated the formal part of 
the program where he acknowledged all 
the different types of connections that 
alumni share with the university. He pre-
sented an emphasis on the connection 
between the alumni and their roles in 
giving back to the place, which was once 
parallel to their home. 
 The Coordinator of ANKU, Assis-
tant Professor Ms. Roshee Lamichhane 
highlighted the progress achieved by the 
task force. She gave recognition to the 
indelible impressions left by KU Alum-
ni while working in many diverse fields 
such as Science, Technology, Academics, 
Management, Industry, Governance, and 

Entrepreneurship. She shared hopes for 
active participation and support of all 
to lift the Alumni Network to maximum 
heights.
 The Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Dr. 
Bhola Thapa, thanked the alumni and 
emphasized on how they constitute the 
key strength representing the strong 
supporting pillars of the university. He 
conferred appreciation to the ANKU 
and encouraged the network’s continu-
ity and expansions.
 Representatives from each 
school of the university spoke their 
words in the following phase of the 
program. Manish Gautam, Dr. Anila 
Jha, Nilesh Man Singh, Dr. Ram Lama, 
Laxman Lama, Ajaya Mishra, Dr. Sujan 
Kadariya, Dr. Rajan Rijal and Abhishek 
Jha, all reflected on their life at the uni-
versity, and experiences as the alumni of 
Kathmandu University. They shared joy 
and appreciation towards the manage-
ment and commitment of the ANKU in 
reconnecting many departed members 
of the KU family.
 Commending all of KU’s vision-
aries and the efforts of ANKU, roles of 
alumni such as brand building, idea gen-
eration, resource mobilization, contribu-

A Reconnection: 
Kathmandu University Alumni Meet

NORPART, Norwegian Partnership 
Program for Global Academic 
Cooperation is a prominent pro-

gram funded by the Norwegian Minis-
try of Education and Research and the 
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Currently, by collaborating with Nepal, it 
has planned to conduct a five-year study 
and research project with a prior focus 
on how insects, forest and agricultural 
by-products, and aquatic plants in Nepal 
can impact the future development of a 
sustainable and environmentally friend-
ly animal husbandry sector. Pursuing the 
vision of strengthening the quality of ed-
ucation, NORPART has been organizing 
student exchange programs.
 Recently, students from the MSc 
Environmental Science program with a 
specialization in Wildlife Management 
at Kathmandu University(KU) were 
selected for the student exchange pro-
gram. The students selected are Miss 
Shreeya Manadhar, Miss Shreyashi Bis-
ta, Mr. Dennis Sherchan, and Miss Niki-
ta Palanchoke. As per the requirement 

of the master’s program, these students 
are visiting the Inland Norwegian Uni-
versity of Applied Science(INN) in Even-
stad, Koppand, Norway. The course of 
study is for one semester which starts 
in August 2022 and will be completed in 
December 2022. 
 This exchange program is fund-
ed by the NORPART Project. Likewise, 
a collaboration between INN, KU, and 
National Trust for Nature Conservation 
(NTNC) has been established under this 
project. An important objective of this 
project is to create capacity for joint ed-
ucation and research in applied ecology. 
This project also comprises the feasibili-
ty of faculties and student exchange pro-
grams in the coming five years which is 
the duration of this project. 
 On August 26, 2022, in the pres-
ence of the Head of Department, faculty 
members, and staff of the Department of 
Environmental Science and Engineering, 
bidded the exchange students farewell 
and provided them best wishes to pros-
per in their further studies in Norway. 

NORPART - Embarking on the student ex-
change program

School of Science

School of Law

tion to the country, international collabo-
ration, etc. and supporting the university 
through tangible and intangible means 
were common views shared by the rep-
resentatives. The major highlight was 
how the connection was important and 
the alumni themselves are important for 
the growth of the network.
 Additionally, Dr Ram Lama and 
Laxman Lama announced a contribu-
tion of Fifty Thousand Nepali Rupees 
(Rs. 50,000) in the name of their family 
to the ANKU to fund the growth of the 

network. They expressed that maybe 
someday their contribution would build 
a facility that provides for the deserving 
and needy.
 The event came to a closure with 
remarks by the Registrar of Kathmandu 
University, Prof. Dr Subodh Sharma, on 
quality education for leadership, com-
mitment from the administration to 
grow the platform and efforts from the 
entire alumni network to strengthen the 
university.

the Supreme Court of Nepal and the im-
portant judgments she delivered during 
her tenure. As the strong-willed and de-
termined woman that she is in Nepali 
politics, she spreads her words of wis-
dom through her encouraging speech-
es. The program continued on with the 
display of her widely acclaimed book 
“Nyaya” and also with the book signing 
ceremony. Her presence and outstand-
ingly encouraging attitude surely raised 
morale among the students of KUSoL.

KU InsightsacKUaint www.gctatku.org.np3

O
n September 16, Kathmandu 
University School of Manage-
ment (KUSOM) organized an 

interactive talk program on Investors’ 
Protection and the Role of Regulators, 
International Practices, and Lessons for 
Nepal. This two-hour-long program was 
held on the premises of the school itself. 
The former Chair of the Economic Advi-
sory Board of National Association of Se-
curities Dealers Automated Quotations 
(NASDAQ), Prof. James J. Ange, was the 

keynote speaker of the program. Along 
with him, another renowned speaker of 
the program, Mr. Ramesh Hamal, Chair-
man of the Security Exchange Board of 
Nepal, shared his views on the issues of 
regulation and future capital market de-
velopment plans. Deepesh Vaidya, CEO 
of NMB Capital Limited, and Mr. Niran-
jan Phuyal, acting CEO of NEPSE, have 
also expressed their opinions on the 
concerned topics.

Talk Program at KUSOM
School of Management



GCT NewsacKUaint www.gctatku.org.np4

Energize Nepal
School of Engineering

E
nergize Nepal Project (ENEP) is a 
research and development project 
that mainly focuses on improving 

the research and education capacity 
necessary for the development of hy-
dropower and renewable energy tech-
nologies in Nepal. This project began 
in July 2016 and is expected to run till 
2024. ENEP is managed by Kathmandu 
University in partnership with Hydro 
Lab Nepal, the Norwegian University 
of Science and Technology (NTNU), 
and The Foundation for Scientific and 
Industrial Research (SINTEF), Norway, 
and is funded by the Norwegian Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs (MFA). The budget 
allocated for this project is 35 million 
Norwegian Kroner, of which 24 million 
comes from Norwegian grants and the 
rest comes from the program partners, 
private contributions, and resources 
from other partners.
 Among many aims of this proj-
ect, the main aim is to enhance the 
research and educational capabilities 
needed for the growth of the renewable 
energy sector in Nepal and the region. 
It has also the objective to encourage 
and assist the creation of cutting-edge 
new technologies through research and 

to aid with the creation of the physical 
infrastructure and people capabilities 
needed to conduct the research with a 
view to commercialization.
 Energize Nepal runs through 
two of its major components: Hydro-
power Development and Renewable 
Nepal Phase II. 
 There are various projects under 
the hydropower development compo-
nent, which are the Kulekhani Reser-
voir Sedimentation Study, Research on 
Optimum Sediment Handling at Run-
of-River Hydropower Plants: Sediment 
and Efficiency Measurement, Jhimruk 
Sediment and Efficiency Measurement 
Programme, Khimti I Sediment and Ef-
ficiency Measurement Programme, 
Nathpa- Jhakri sediment Monitoring 
Programme and Real Time Sediment 
Monitoring Research Programme. 
The Renewable Nepal (RENP) Phase II 
focuses on research and implementation 
of various renewable energy projects, 
accepted among proposals throughout 
the country. Under this, two windows 
for proposal submissions are established 
as Open Calls and Strategic Calls. The 
projects selected and funded through 
this are- 

Open call Partners

R&D, optimization and prototype development of Tur-
go Turbine technology for rural areas

PEEDAw
Kathmandu University
Bristol University
Nepal Yantrashala Energy 

Integrated system for sustainable production of algal 
fuel pellet

Kathmandu University
Shubham Biotech Nepal Pvt. Ltd.
NTNU

Energy efficient building design Kathmandu University
Innovative Createers
Lund University 

Production of bioenergy and fertilizer from Kathman-
du University’s food waste pilot study

Kathmandu University
Soil, Water and Air Testing Labora-
tory Pvt. Ltd. 
University of South- Eastern Nor-
way 
Kingdom Bioenergy Pvt. Ltd, UK 

Capacity and competence development for introduc-
tion of Francis turbine in micro hydropower projects

Kathmandu University (Turbine 
Testing Lab)
Thapa Engineering Pvt. Ltd. Nepal
KOU/MNU Korea
Shibam Precision Co. Ltd., Korea

Strategic call Partners 

Technology and policy research enhancing energy 
management of community electrification

Nepal Energy Foundation
South Lalitpur Rural Electric Coop-
erative

Technical investigation of tunnel support technology in 
hydropower projects located in the Himalayan region 
of Nepal

Kathmandu University
Hydro Tunneling and Research Ltd. 
NTNU 

 The project’s highest decision 
making entity is the Program Advisory 
Committee (PAC), which is chaired by 
the Dean of the Kathmandu University 
School of Engineering. The Program 
Office (PO) is located at the School of 
Engineering, Kathmandu University, 
Dhulikhel and comprises Programme 
Manager, Admin Officer, Assistant Man-
ager, Monitoring and Evaluation, IT Com-
munication and Public Relations Officer. 

The RNEP project selection procedure is 
handled by the Project Selection Com-
mittee (PSC), which is an independent 
committee that ensures impartiality and 
fairness in the selection. The PAC over-
sees the entire program while the PO 
manages the day-to-day activities hap-
pening under the program, alongside 
managing budget and funds.

T
he stress of the upcoming board 
exams led a friend of mine into a 
deep void of self-doubt and help-

lessness. He was not able to cope with 
the pressure and was unable to focus 
on his studies. At the suggestion of his 
teacher, he consulted a counselor and 
after only a few sessions, his attitude 
towards the exams seemed to change. 
According to him, it was not that the 
stress had gone, but he was now  able 
to face  it and deal with it. His 
approach to this 
problem gave me a 
little bit of insight on 
how counseling actu-
ally works.
 Counseling is basically 
about helping you understand 
yourself and your situation. It can 
help you work through any 
problem and gain bal-
ance in life. Counseling 
involves a special conver-
sation between the counselor 
and the client where a counselor uti-
lizes psychological methods in order to 
help the client tackle their problems. 
That special communication can help 
those who are struggling in this world.
 Counseling can help people who 
suffer from personal problems, relation-
ship problems, academic difficulties, dif-
ficult life situations, such as the death of 
a loved one, divorce, natural disasters, 
loss of a job and others. Counselors act 
as a support system to help you manage 
your emotions and take steps toward 
self acceptance. It helps a person to de-
velop a mindset that can take any prob-
lems head on. It helps prevent one from 
any possible psychological hazards and 
thus leads to a better lifestyle. Hence, 
every individual should take counsel-
ing. Nevertheless, many misconceptions 
about counseling and its ways persist 
among  people which creates a negative 
impression.
 The most common misconcep-
tion is that counseling and therapy is 
only for those with mental problems or 
weak people. So, people tend to avoid 
counseling even while facing relation-
ship issues or interpersonal issues such 
as lack of confidence, low self-esteem, 
guilt, negative thinking, sexual concerns, 
academic concerns and so on. Many 
people view counseling as a talk where 
a counselor dictates the problems and 
gives you suggestions and lectures and 
solves those problems to make you feel 
all better. Well, that’s not how counsel-
ing works. A Counselor’s role is to help 

you manage your emotions and coach to 
help you in recognizing and solving your 
problem on your own.
 A counselor helps you do so by 
actively listening to your problems, con-
cerns and worries nonjudgmentally. The 
listening is done in a confidential set-
ting where you are open to express your 
emotion, behavior and thoughts. Along-
side, an assessment process carries on 

where the emotions and be-
haviors of the client are be-
ing observed which helps the 
counselor to determine the 

kind of strategies to be ex-
ecuted for the client. 
 With the intent to ad-

dress and tack-
le personal 
p r o b l e m s 

and aca-
demic difficul-

ties of the students, KU 
counseling cell was es-
tablished in 2018. Cur-
rently, the administrative 
and managerial super-

vision of the cell takes place 
under the head of Manage-
ment Informatics and Com-
munication (MIC) depart-
ment whereas the technical 

supervision takes place under the team 
of clinical psychologists.
 KU counseling cell utilizes vari-
ous counseling strategies to help the 
students. The cell reaches the students 
through direct observation and rec-
ommendations, and provides effective 
counseling using appropriate strategies. 
Those strategies include:
• Cognitive Behavioral Approach: It 

helps to modify negative and prob-
lematic thinking and helps the stu-
dents to think positively through the 
process of cognitive restructuring.

• Strength-based Approach: This 
strategy focuses on the qualities of 
the individual and the ways to utilize 
it in the counseling process.

• Relational-based Approach: It helps 
the client to relate to other people 
to reduce conflict and related stress. 

• Guidance: It helps the students rec-
ognize their interest and choose 
their careers accordingly.

The student takes their  decision inde-
pendently, according to their own explo-
ration and perspectives. 

KU counseling cell
KU InsightsacKUaint www.gctatku.org.np4

Are you Interested in writing ? 
Would you like to connect with people?
Would you like to inspire individuals with your skills?

Be a part of GCT. 
Drop your queries and creations at 
ackuaint@gctatku.org.np
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PROSPECTS OF INCREASING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
at Kathmandu University

An increased number of universities 
worldwide are competing to attract stu-
dents who wish to study abroad. Univer-
sities take great pride in the diversity of 
their student population and the pres-
ence of international students is key to 
this diversity. The benefits internation-
al students bring to the host university 
are manifold. They enrich the research 
and learning environment with their 
perspectives informed by their unique 
socio-cultural upbringing and their di-
versity of thought. This helps to enliven 
the classroom discussion and seminars 
among students and professors. On the 
other hand, in interacting inside and out-
side the university complex with these 
foreign students, the home students 
get an opportunity to develop and pol-
ish their communication skills which is 
one of the most important skills to ac-
quire if they are to succeed when they 
themselves go abroad for either job or 
study. For the host university, the strong 
presence of international students 
poses a challenge and so provides an 
opportunity to continually update and 
make their programs relevant and com-
patible in the global educational scene. 
Otherwise, there is a danger of them 
falling out of favor among prospective 
international students. Thus, these for-
eign students gradually contribute to 
the reshaping of academic disciplines 
as well as culture and practices of the 
university itself. 
 The mobility of foreign stu-
dents also strengthens the relationship 
between their home country and the 
country of their university. The relation-
ships will be a reciprocal one where the 
country of origin will have a soft corner 
for the host country as it is educat-
ing its citizens and training them into 
skilled workers for its development. The 
country of the host university stands to 
benefit as well. International students 
increase the host country’s soft power 
when they return home and become in-
formal ambassadors for it and universi-

ties, strengthening trade, research and 
diplomatic ties. Besides, some of these 
international students will remain in the 
country to work; contributing in devel-
oping the highly skilled professionals in 
high-value sectors in the country. 
 In this context, Kathmandu Uni-
versity is planning to increase the num-
ber of foreign students to 10% of its 
total student number in the future. Kath-
mandu University needs to consider a 
number of factors which will be crucial 
in its effort to bring international stu-
dents to various programs offered by 
its schools. Firstly, most of the univer-
sities from Global North seek a partner-
ship in the Global South based on joint 
research interests and complementary 
competencies and resources. They nor-
mally include research, education, in-
novation and outreach to society, often 
with a focus on capacity development 
in the South. In doing so, they often pro-
pose a student exchange program. 
 Secondly, an affordable tui-
tion fee is a priority for many students 
when selecting a university for their 
further study. Kathmandu University 
should use the affordability of its pro-
gram and cheap living cost in Nepal to 
its advantage in its initiative to recruit 
international students who are looking 
for university education at a lower cost. 
Therefore, KU should aggressively pro-
mote its affordable tuition fee and proj-
ect itself as a viable alternative to stu-
dents for Undergraduate and Graduate 
programs in Social Sciences, Manage-
ment, Medicine, Engineering etc. For 
example, currently some of the 2-years 
MA programs in Social Sciences costs 
only US $ 500 per semester in KU. This 
could be crucial for many foreign stu-
dents to seek admission at KU. 
 The record shows that in the 
past 27 years, from 1995-2021, almost 
13% of the total Kathmandu Universi-
ty graduates were foreign nationals. 
They were from 51 different countries 
of the world. Neighboring countries, 

India with more than 4135 and Sri Lan-
ka with 347 had occupied the first and 
second position among the countries 
from where these foreign nationals had 
come to study in KU. The USA was the 
third country with 65 students. In fact, 
the university feels proud to have host-
ed 47 students from Maldives, 28 from 
Germany, 20 each from Bangladesh and 
Canada, 18 each from Zambia and Unit-
ed Kingdom, 14 from South Africa, 13 
each from Pakistan and Bhutan, 9 from 
Norway, 8 each from Australia, Austria 
and Russia, 7 from China, and 6 from 
Sweden. The variation of foreign nation-
als who have graduated from KU shows 
that it has a potential to attract not only 
South Asian but also African, American 
and European students for their higher 
study. 

BENEFITS OF BRINGING IN IN-
TERNATIONAL STUDENTS 

Quality enhancement – Bringing in in-
ternational students leads to teaching/
learning in English language, leading to 
the enhancement of English language 
skills of the teaching faculties. It in-
creases the exposure of the faculties to 
the global student market and the home 
students to the global learning scenar-
io. 

Accreditation – With the increased inter-
national student population, the chance 
of receiving accreditation from various 
regulatory institutions improves. This 
helps in the global visibility of the uni-
versity in the international ranking list. 

Diverse Learning Environment – Nepali 
students get the opportunity to learn 
with a diverse group of people. They will 
get a culturally diverse learning envi-
ronment, in which they can have a lively 
and productive learning experience. It 
fosters their communication skills and 
cross-cultural understanding, enhanc-
ing their value in the job market. 

Financial benefit to the university – The 
university has the system of charging 
students from SAARC countries 1.5 
times the normal fees and non-SAARC 
countries 2 times the normal fees ap-
plicable to Nepali students. It is a good 
source of revenue generation for the 
university through short-term courses 
as well as full-time courses. 

Enhancement of Overall performance – 
With exposure to the global education 
system, the teaching and non-teaching 
staffs are required to deliver the best 
quality service, academically as well 
as administratively. Ultimately, overall 
performance of Schools along with the 
Central administration will improve in 
the delivery of quality service. 

ESSENTIAL BACKGROUND WORK 
TO BE ACCOMPLISHED: 

Since the official website is the main 
source of information and plays a crit-
ical role in the final decision of prob-
able students, maintain an updated, 
optimized website of KU. The website 
needs to be mobile friendly and have 
an appealing yet simple user interface 
to keep users engaged. We can create 
a separate web page dedicated for the 
international students with links to oth-
er key information pages like scholar-
ships, visa application, financial aid, ac-
commodation information and contact 
details of an international admission 
counselor. 

> Enhance the social media of KU with 
an increase in coverage of stories of in-
ternational students. Since KU has only 
been using Facebook handles, Twitter 
and Instagram can be brought into use 
to target more of the younger genera-
tion. Tik Tok at KU can also be used for 
promotions. 

> Identify popular courses (e.g. Bud-
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dhist Studies) to launch abroad and Ne-
pal-based exclusive courses (e. g. Eth-
nomusic and courses based on cultural 
heritage and architectures of Nepal) to 
promote with priority. 

> Create a database of the international 
students (current and alumni) and have 
their experiences of studying at Kath-
mandu University documented either in 
video or in small anecdotes and write 
ups to share.

In order to boost the research activ-
ities in the various departments, the 
university has recently decided to as-
sign at least one Research Fellow (RF) 
to each Professor and Associate Pro-
fessor. While recruiting those RFs, the 

preference will be given to those KU 
students enrolled as MS by research, 
M. Phil and Ph.D., and their fees will be 
waived for the service they provide to 
the Department in the capacity of RFs 
of Professors and Associate Profes-
sors. Foreign students enrolled in the 
above-mentioned programs can also 
have an opportunity to work as RF and 
get the benefit of fee waiver. It can be 
a start up in the beginning. However, 
the University need to encourage those 
Professors and Associate Professors 
to recruit foreign students as their RFs 
with access to small additional funding 
i.e., to offer free local accommodation 
for foreign RFs either at KUIC, or at KU 
Guest House or at International Hostel, 
wherever it is available. 

 Attracting more foreign stu-
dents at KU is not free from challenges. 
One of the major concerns of the Nepal 
Immigration office today is about find-
ing potential students that will be here 
in Nepal only for the study purpose 
and hence, they will not be involved 
in any other activities apart from their 
study related activities. It is stated that 
foreigners who want to become stu-
dents in Nepal but their purpose is not 
to study, but to get the student visa 
and then work elsewhere. Some oth-
ers want a student visa just to stay or 
roam around because they like staying 
in Nepal. In other words, quite a few 
foreigners only want the student status 
for their own research, and activities. 
Due to Nepal’s critical geo-political po-

sition, it has become a place of interest 
for students of international relations 
and diplomacy. As such KU needs to be 
alert to it being used by rival countries 
in embedding their nationals for politi-
cal activities. KU is trying hard to create 
a provision of monitoring activities of 
those foreign students enrolled in its 
program so that it can defuse any dan-
ger to inter-country relations particular-
ly between India-China, India-Pakistan, 
China-USA. The university will not have 
tolerance to any of them involving and 
working in spying or carrying out other 
activities for intelligence organizations.

- Global Engagement Division
Kathmandu University

ged@ku.edu.np

On 11th October 2022, a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU) 
was signed between Kathmandu 

University and the European University 
of Technology (EUt+), represented by 
the EUt+ partner Universidad Politécni-
ca de Cartagena (UPCT-Technical Uni-
versity of Cartagena). EUt+ is an alli-
ance of eight European partners who 
share in common: the “Think Human 
First” vision towards a human-centered 
approach to technology and the ambi-
tion to establish a new type of institu-
tion on a confederal basis.
 The agreement was signed by 
the Vice-Chancellor Prof. Dr. Bhola Tha-
pa on behalf of Kathmandu University, 
while the Rector, Beatriz Miguel Hernan-
dez, electronically signed on behalf of 
UPCT. Associate Professor Ruth Her-
rero Martin, Associate Professor Anto-
nio García-Martin and Laura Wettersten 
witnessed the signing ceremony on 
behalf of UPCT. Also present in the cer-
emony were the Dean of the School of 
Engineering Prof. Dr. Manish Pokharel, 
the Associate Dean of the School of En-
gineering Mr. Brijesh Adhikary, the As-
sociate Dean of the School of Science 
Prof. Dr. Bed Mani Dahal, the Director of 
Coordination and Communication Divi-
sion Dr. Bibhuti Ranjan Jha, Head of De-
partment of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineering Dr. Ram Kaji Budhathoki, 
Associate Professor Dr. Shailendra Ku-

mar Jha and Acting Director of Moni-
toring and Evaluation Directorate Dr. 
Gajendra Sharma. Assistant Professor 
Madhav Prasad Pandey moderated the 
program.
 Dr. Herrero-Martin introduced 
the UPCT and expressed her delight in 
being invited to Nepal and Kathmandu 
University. She was happy to be a part 
of the B+NESDG team initiating and 
contributing to the MoU. She also ex-
pressed her excitement about further 
collaborations. Prof. Thapa thanked the 
representatives and discussed several 
areas of possible cooperation.
 The Memorandum of Under-
standing mentions a few key points 
such as exchange of faculty, research-
ers and administrative staff, conduct-
ing collaborative research projects, 
conducting lectures and organizing 
symposia, workshops and conferences 
collaboratively, collaborative develop-
ment and exchange of academic ma-
terials and information, developing and 
delivering programs of study and online 
learning for a global audience, promot-
ing other academic cooperation as 
mutually agreed, exploring possibilities 
of developing joint courses or degree 
programs, and supporting pedagogical 
training and development.

- Kathmandu University

MoU between Kathmandu University and 
European University of Technology, Spain

To help managers and officers 
learn how to lessen their stress 
at work, Kathmandu University’s 

Human Resources Division conducted 
a training program on stress manage-
ment. The training took place on No-
vember 24, 2022, at Kathmandu Uni-
versity’s Technical Training Center. The 
training program’s trainer and trainees 
were welcomed by Ms. Jyoti Pradhan, 
the division’s chief of human resources.
 Stress management training is 
one of the important aspects of any in-
stitution. Stress at workplace has been 
addressed as one of the major prob-
lems of many institutions in the 21st 
century. Stress can lead to various other 
mental health problems which severely 
affect the smooth functioning of any 
institution. KU has taken various steps 

to reduce the stress of its students and 
employees. One of the most notable de-
velopments of KU in this regard is the 
Counseling Cell. 
 Mr. Bidur Phuyal, a motivator 
and yoga teacher, offered his profes-
sional services on knowledge on the re-
lationship between stress and illnesses 
and mechanisms along with techniques 
to reduce stress through practical ses-
sions at Kathmandu University, where 
21 staff members were taking part in 
the training program.
 Mr. Chandeshwor Shrestha, Act-
ing Chief of the Finance Division, gave 
the final statement to conclude the pro-
gram.

Stress Management Training organized 
for Managers and Officers
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n 20 September 2022, Prof. Dr. Achyut Prasad Wagle was ap-
pointed as the Registrar by Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba 
on the recommendation of Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Bhola Thapa. 
The appointment was done as per Section 17(1) of the Kathman-
du University Act. He previously served as the Associate Dean at 
Kathmandu University School of Management (KUSOM). He has 

Prof. Dr. 
Achyut Prasad Wagle
appointed as the Registrar

The challenges continually surfac-
ing in Nepal’s tertiary education 
industry impact the overall envi-

Recently, you have been elected 
as the registrar of Kathmandu Uni-
versity (KU), what sort of challeng-
es do you expect to tackle in your 
tenure? Do you have any plans on 
how you will tackle them?

Q:

A:
ronment of Kathmandu University as 
well. The exodus of a huge number of 
both undergraduate and graduate-lev-
el students with better academic back-
grounds is increasingly becoming a na-
tional nightmare. This clearly reflects the 
concern about Nepal’s higher education 
institutions failing to provide young stu-
dents a diverse and high-quality range 
of degrees effectively, and the nation-
al job sectors are unable to guarantee 
gainful employment opportunities after 
completion of their education. There are 
other social push and pull factors as well, 
that are exacerbating the brain drain. It 
has a huge impact on our entire higher 
education sector. It is saddening to see 
years of our investment catch the first 
flight abroad looking for apt opportu-
nities, or even worse stay with a pile of 
degrees with nothing to channel their 
resources into. As the Registrar of KU, I 
will put in my best effort to create an ac-
ademic atmosphere to retain our youth 
in the country.
On the positive side, KU’s impeccable 
reputation, brand name, and immense 
goodwill of all our stakeholders are the 
most important resources we need to 
capitalize on for the future. To have this 
end met, I am confident that I will get all-
out support from the respected found-
ers of the University, the leadership, 
teachers, staff, and students.

I believe that the essence of educa-
tion lies in being able to tackle chal-
lenges that menace society. Any 

As a PhD holder in Economics, 
Public Finance in Federal Struc-
ture and Fiscal Federalism. How 
do you plan on reflecting and in-
corporating these aspects of your 
specialization in your work as the 
registrar.

Q:

A:

meaningful education should be able to 
solve the problems of society and the 
state. The federal system is the current 
reality of Nepal as a nation-state. With 
the smooth and productive function of 
the political system we have adopted, its 
progress and prosperity cannot be imag-
ined. In our courses and practicums, it is 
paramount that this reality is reflected. 
As a student of economics and public 
finance, I shall strive to find meaningful 
cooperation between all three tiers of 
government and KU in every possible 
field of mutual interest. Federalism has 
not only devolved decision autonomy 
but has also financially empowered the 
local governments, which can be instru-
mental in improving the academic envi-
ronment of their jurisdictions in partic-
ular and of the entire nation in general.

The University is a public entity 
with perpetual continuity. All of my 
predecessors, particularly during 

 You must have observed the way 
past registrars have been working 
in the University. What do you 
think or aim to be different from 
them?

Q:

A:
the founding days of KU, have greatly 
contributed towards institutionalizing it, 
making it a research-focused University 
and the most reputed higher education 
center in Nepal. With utmost gratitude 
to their valuable contribution, I want to 
build on this valuable legacy and, at the 
same time, work to empower KU so as 
to make it able to confront them and 
steer it ahead as demanded by time. Ru-
minant of the core values planted by our 
glorious past, I hope to contribute to the 
evolution of our university in terms of 
time and excellence.

, thereby creating an efficient aca-
demic environment?
Creating an appropriate academ-
ic environment for the learners is 
actually the joint responsibility of 

Since the socio-political environ-
ment of the University has a di-
rect impact on the academic envi-
ronment, what measures are you 
going to take in order to create a 
sound socio-political environment  

Q:

A:

the University administration, students, 
faculties, parents, guardians, our trust-
ees, and several other stakeholders. 
Whatever KU has achieved so far is due 
to strict adherence to its academic cal-
endar, the common understanding of its 
teachers and students about keeping a 
fair distance from political meddling in 
academic affairs, and the bond between 
our faculty and students. We all must 
uphold the tradition. Our next common 
goal now, as envisioned by our founders, 
must  be directed toward making KU a 
reasonably ranked and globally recog-
nized University in Nepal. I look forward 
to the support of all concerned mem-
bers in this endeavor.

 I believe it is purely a mat-
ter of opinion here. I have been in 
the teaching field for over 20 years 

At last, your tenure started with a 
lot of criticism. The main opinion 
formed by the senior deans and 
professors in the grapevine portray 
that you lack academic experience 
and knowledge on the dynamici-
ty of the University, and you have 
been elected by direct political in-
fluence. What is your take on this?

Q:

A:

now. And I genuinely have no answer as 
to how many years of teaching would 
amount as a proper academic experi-
ence.

KU is an ever-growing community. 
It is needless to say that our uni-
versity is enriched with numerous 

Finally, do you have any message 
for the KU Family? 

Q:

A:

talents. It fuels me with pride and ut-
most gratitude that KU is blessed with 
dedicated and knowledgeable faculty 
members, parents’ trust, and students’ 
aptitude that firmly focuses on academ-
ic excellence in addition to an overall 
development of students. These are 
the key factors for higher success and 
achievements. We are a family, and we 
must stay united and strive towards 
sheer brilliance hand in hand. We must 
hoist the name of KU in higher horizons 
than ever and that will be an accomplish-
ment of our collective effort. Pooling in 
out resources and trust will open even 
better avenues for the university. This is 
my message to all the members of KU. 

O
completed his MA from Tribhuvan University and has an MSc in Economics from 
the prestigious Birmingham University, UK. He has a Ph.D. in Economics from the 
Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur. Prof. Dr.Achyut Wagle has become a familiar 
name in Nepal, credited to his significantly published economic and political analy-
sis and columns. He has also held important public positions like the Advisor to the 
Prime Minister, the Chief Commissioner of the Commission for the Investigation of 
the Abuse of Authority, as well as to the Governor of Nepal Rastra Bank, the central 
bank of the country. In addition, he has provided consultancy services to multilater-
al organizations such as the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank. His tre-
mendous contributions in the field of public policy analysis in Nepal are remarkable. 
As a renowned expert in fiscal federalism, finance and economics, Prof. Dr. Wagle 
has played the role of editor-in-chief in various national dailies published in Nepal in 
the past. He has demonstrated his skills not only in the field of education but also in 
journalism and is also considered to be very influential in journalism training. 

We must hoist the name 
of KU in higher horizons 
than ever and that will 
be an accomplishment 
of our collective effort. 
Pooling in out resources 
and trust will open even 
better avenues for the 
university. 
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S
ince the 1960s, students’ political 
activism has been a key political 
force around the globe. The Viet-

nam war is a landmark in history that 
ignited students’ activism in the United 
States and the West where students’ 
activism was witnessed, ranging from 
peaceful demonstrations to militant stu-
dent movements. 
 Nepal has seen the power of 
student politics, and it would not be an 
understatement to say that Nepali stu-
dents have been at the forefront of ev-
ery revolution that Nepal has seen. From 
the end of the century-long oligarchic 
Rana Regime to the end of 239 years of 
monarchy, students have been the fire 
force of the movements ahead of any 
other organization, including their par-
ent parties. Students’ activism in politics 
demonstrates that students have real-
ized that they are responsible for the fu-
ture of the nation. 
 In a state like Nepal, shackled by 
a poor literacy rate and lack of account-
ability of political elites, the student 
community should be powerful in con-
fronting these forces to contribute to 
social change. This is to say that student 
unions’ should not just represent the 
ideology that they adhere to, but also re-
flect the voices of the whole community.
 However, the situation of Ne-
pali student politics is markedly puz-
zling. The situation is such that people 
view student politics as an omen to ed-
ucational institutions, which has been 
a key factor in the degradation of the 
education standards of Nepal. Many 
institutions have even banned political 
unions and political activism on campus 
grounds due to the aforementioned. 
Tribhuvan University, the oldest and the 
largest university in Nepal, is discredited 
due to student political activism which 
has led to decreasing admissions of stu-
dents. Student politics is often viewed as 
a means of student terrorism rather than 
a change-driven force. 
 The accusation is not easy to be 
disregarded either, due to constant se-
rious student violence, illegal activities, 
party rivalries, and strikes in the name 
of student politics that often disrupt 
examinations. However, the progress in 

developing educational infrastructures 
remains stagnant which has gravely af-
fected Nepali academia. The ever-in-
creasing political instability and the 
chaos that student unions create in ful-
filling their party agenda have compelled 
declined support from the general public 
involvement in national politics. Student 
politics is used as a tool and a weapon for 
political parties to fulfill their vested in-
terests, which is the prime cause for fail-
ing student organizations.
 It appears that Nepal's student 
unions require a major change in per-
spective. The nation should be led by 
students, who can set the way for pros-
perity and growth while guiding politi-
cal figures who are confined to the past. 
No one becomes an effective leader by 
simply enrolling in two or three courses 
(which has been a tendency among stu-
dent leaders to maintain their college 
politics). What is important is how you 
convey the voice of the population who 
are illiterate, marginalized and living in 
poverty. Since education is the corner-
stone of growth, student politics must 
in no way stand in the way of progress; 
rather, it must fight for more accessible, 
higher-quality education for everybody.
 Therefore, student politics can 
only be meaningful if it helps academic 
institutions improve their processes for 
learning and teaching. Student politics 
may still be required in a nation like Ne-
pal with regular leadership development 
programs, criminal justice reform, erad-
ication of nepotism, a greater grasp of 
current academic demands, and the will-
ingness to discuss alternatives.
 Young leaders need to learn that 
serving leads to election into positions 
of responsibility rather than positions of 
authority, status, or privilege. They ought 
to be aware that by preserving their 
tradition, they guarantee a legacy for 
the following generation. Strong youth 
leadership is like insurance; it gives us 
optimism that our people will continue 
to live in peace, stability, and prosperity 
in the future. The youth function as the 
agents of change for the better in midst 
of the numerous economic and political 
problems that many countries are cur-
rently experiencing.

EDITORIAL
S

upertech, a Noida-based devel-
opment company, had launched a 
construction of two buildings in 

the early 2000s known as ‘The Emer-
ald Court’. The Supertech Twin Towers 
in Noida, also deemed as India’s tallest 
building, was demolished on 28 August 
following a directive from the Supreme 
Court of India. The project was located 
off the expressway that connects the 
twin cities of Noida and Greater Noida. 
According to real estate websites, the 
flats had a valuation between ₹1 crore 
to ₹3 crore. 
 Noida towers were initially sup-
posed to be 14, 9 stories buildings with 
towers, however plans changed as years 
passed. The initial 14 became 15 build-
ings after the builders cut off the only 
green area in the compound. Moreover, 
instead of nine stories each building 
was now intended to have eleven. The 
revised proposal now consisted of two 
additional buildings, Cayenne and Apex, 
rising up to 40 stories from the ground. 
The latter two towers became the focal 
point of a decade-long legal dispute be-
tween residents around and Supertech. 
 After the Emerald Court res-
idents took notice of the construc-
tion, they demanded that Ceyane and 
Apex—the twin towers—be demolished 
because they were being constructed 
against the law. The Noida Authorities 
were requested by the locals to revoke 
the permits issued for the development 
of Ceyane and Apex. The residents lat-
er filed an appeal to the Allahabad High 
Court, requesting that the court order 
the towers’ demolition. The Allahabad 
High Court granted the petition re-
quested by the residents of the Emer-
ald Court. The Noida Twin Towers were 
ordered to be demolished by the high 
court in April 2014. However, Supertech 
appealed against the verdict and the 
matter reached the Supreme Court of 
India.
 The Supreme Court of India or-
dered the demolition of the Noida Twin 
Towers in 2021 after an extensive back 
and forth battle from both sides, citing 
that the towers were indeed illegal-
ly constructed. Following this, Su-
pertech appealed to the Supreme 
Court to review its order. This was 
followed by many hearings with the 

Tallest Buildings in India Demol-
ished: Story of the Noida Towers

apex court. The hearings included the 
concerns regarding the safety of Emer-
ald Court’s residents. 
 The hearings caused a series of 
delays in the demolition deadlines, how-
ever the Supreme Court stood strong 
in its position. The Supreme Court said, 
the Noida Authority and Supertech had 
engaged in “nefarious complicity” and 
ordered the company to demolish the 
buildings at its own expense under the 
guidance of the Noida Authority. 
 The demolition task was car-
ried out by Edifice Engineering, a Mum-
bai-based firm that previously de-
molished four illegal apartments near 
Kochi in Kerala. The company employed 
a technique called implosion. More than 
3,700 kgs of explosives were placed in-
side holes drilled in specific areas of 
the building structure that supported 
Ceyane and Apex.  The detonation took 
place from the ground up – the explosion 
started from the ground floor, followed 
by the second and so on. The fall of the 
towers symbolized more than just a 
mere demolition for the residents- that 
destruction is upon those who do wrong.

Mahaharsha Rawal
mahaharsharawal@gmail.com

T
he bill to amend the Nepal Citizen-
ship Act 2006 has been refused for 
signature by President Bidhya Devi 

Bhandari. She has come under heavy 
fire for failing to verify the Citizenship 
Bill by the deadline. A bill that has been 
approved by both houses of Parliament 
only becomes a law after being signed 
by the president, and the president not 
signing it puts a hold on this measure. The 
Non-resident Nepali Association and 
the Madhesh-centric parties’ concerns 
were intended to be addressed by the 
second modification to the Citizenship 
Act; however, the president not signing 
the bill has raised grave concerns among 
them. Giving citizenship certificates to 
youngsters whose parents’ whereabouts 
were unknown was among the improve-
ments the bill proposed. According to 
the amendment, after the mother makes 
a statement, children born to a Nepali 

mother but whose father is absent could 
receive citizenship documents. At least 
500,000 stateless people who were 
waiting to receive their national identity 
cards due to the bill’s passage have been 
impacted by its rejection. 
 The Vice President, the former 
President, the ruling coalition, other 
political parties, and members of civil 
society have protested against the Pres-
ident, alleging that she is against the 
constitutional provision requiring that 
the Bill submitted for the second time be 
checked within 15 days. They said that 
because Bhandari had broken the law 
and the constitution, she had no moral 
right to be in office. Bhandari has also 
been urged to quit her job right away ac-
cording to MyRepublica on 22nd of Sep-
tember.

Photo credit : The Himalayan Times 

President Bidhya Devi Bhandari 
Refuses to ratify Citizenship Bill

Socio-PoliticalacKUaint www.gctatku.org.np8



GCT NewsacKUaint www.gctatku.org.np9

T
he newly elected Mayor of Kath-
mandu Metropolitan City, Mr. 
Balen Shah, has made headlines 

ever since he took the office back in May, 
2022. Sticking to his style of abiding 
by the Rule of Law, Balen has chosen a 
path of democracy and adamancy. While 
many of the city’s citizens seem to be 
respecting their Mayor for the change, 
many criticize him for his rigid working 
attitude. 
 Being one of the 
few independent candi-
dates among the many 
candidates backed 
up by political par-
ties, he won the 
Mayoral elections 
with 38.6% of 
the votes cast, 
which gave 
hope to an 
era indicat-
ing the rise of 
the youths. 
K a t h m a n -
du’s citizens 
were ready to 
elect their first 
ever independent 
Mayor, but were they 
ready to face a significant 
change in the nation? 
 Balen’s journey as a mayor start-
ed with his campaign on proper waste 
disposal. According to My Republica, 
Balen has assured that around 250 to 
350 garbage trucks will reach Banchare 
Danda daily, which will thus manage the 
waste disposal problem of Kathmandu. 
He has been repeatedly assuring that a 
new and revised way of waste disposal is 
underway for the Kathmandu Metropol-
itan City.
 While garbage disposal was a 
mere step towards celebrating his may-

orship, fearless bulldozing of unautho-
rized buildings and structures was next. 
The bulldozers led by the Mayor himself 
started rolling on illegal structures of 
Sundhara first, followed by his conquest 
of proper underground parking manage-
ment.
 The Metropolitan City’s team 
has been rigorously working on ensur-
ing that every building inside the ring 
r o a d of Kathmandu has its blueprint 
r e g - istered and every parking 

space has been utilized prop-
erly. While he bulldozes his 

way through the city with 
his team, striving to en-

sure  an improved capi-
tal city for the citizens, 

he grants no mercy 
to anyone. While in 

the beginning, he 
had only been tar-
geting privately 
owned buildings 
like Norvic Hos-
pital, Kathmandu 

Mall, and so on, 
now he has moved 

on to a greater task, 
ensuring that govern-

ment buildings and struc-
tures are also abiding by 

these particular rules. He has tak-
en the challenge upon himself and has 
targeted the Kathmandu District Court 
next to vacate the underground parking 
space. 
 While some consider this to be 
an effective approach supporting Balen 
through social media posts, some firmly 
stand against him. While this is a rather 
harsh method, there is no arguing that it 
has been delivering as per the needs of 
the people. 

Kathmandu Revives as Balen Shah 
Bulldozes his way through the city

S
ri Lanka is facing the most grievous 
economic crisis in the history of its 
nation, so much so that analysts 

have concluded that Sri Lanka is on the 
edge of facing a sovereign default. This 
unprecedented situation of crisis has re-
sulted in paper shortages, fuel shortages 
and price hikes in household products 
as the country fails to import necessary 
goods.
 The Times of India has stated this 
situation in Sri Lanka to be the worst in 

Asia, with the inflation rate at 15% as of 
March 2022. People are exhausted with 
blackouts and shortages, causing numer-
ous people to march down the streets to 
protest against the government’s incom-
petence to tackle this issue.
 According to the Central Bank 
of Sri Lanka, the Sri Lankan currency has 
devalued by 36% after being hit by the 
crisis. School exams are being canceled 
as the country is rapidly running out of 
printing paper. Sri Lanka is unable to 
import paper due to shortage of funds 
which has resulted in the postponement 

of exams of millions of students in-
definitely.
 As the authorities fail to 
enforce necessary measures to 
contain the crisis, anti-govern-
ment protests hit the streets of 
Colombo, the capital city of Sri 
Lanka, demanding the resigna-
tion of President Gotabaya Ra-
japaksa. 
As people started to lose their 
patience, throngs of people 

s u r r o u n d e d 
the presi-
dent’s offi-
cial mansion, 
swimming in 
his pool, and 
lounging on 
the president’s 
bed. With fear 
of his life, Go-
tabaya Rajapaksa 
resigned from office 
and fled the country. The 
overthrown leader depart-

ed for the Maldives on July 
13 with his wife and two 
bodyguards before flying 
to Singapore, where he 
formally announced his 

resignation.
 The world’s eyes 
were constantly upon 
Sri Lanka with the ever 
growing crisis. How-
ever, the gaze has now 
turned upon larger is-
sues and the success 

and impunity that the 
protestors felt whilst 

pushing the Pres-
ident out of the 

country, has 
now cur-

dled into a 
climate of 
terror.

 
T h e 
m a s -
s i v e 

d e m o n -
s t ra t i o n s 

in Sri Lanka 
that result-

ed in Presi-
dent Gotabaya 

Rajapaksa’s ouster 
and the election of Ra-

nil Wickremesinghe as his replacement 
in July have now reached a standstill. 
Although the new president claims that 
better days for the nation are near, the 
reports show otherwise. The cruel mea-
sures implemented by the governments 
of the former President and the authori-
tative regime of the present President to 
make working people pay for Sri Lanka’s 
unparalleled economic catastrophe are 
the direct cause of the appalling social 
conditions facing the masses.
 Children in Sri Lanka are par-
ticularly vulnerable to the escalating 
socio-economic crisis, according to a 
report released on September 12 by the 
Food and Agriculture Organization and 
the World Food Program. According to 
the report, 6.3 million individuals experi-
ence “moderate to severe acute food in-
security,” and their predicament will get 
worse if sufficient “life-saving aid” and 
livelihood support are not given.
 So where is Sri Lanka heading? 
A country on the verge of disintegra-
tion is slowly picking up the pieces and 
attempting to reassemble itself. This 
busiest shipping lane will gradually but 
surely recover from the collapse it has 
endured in the past years.

Samrin Basnet
samrin.basnet@gmail.com

SRI LANKA: 
Prodigious Economic Distress

Enmeshed in controversies galore, 
Suspended Chief Justice Cholen-
dra Shumsher Rana continues to 

play the blame game in front of the Im-
peachment Recommendation Commit-
tee. He continues to defend his actions 
despite the 21 allegations made against 
him by the 98 lawmakers from the ruling 
parties while lodging the impeachment 
motion against him. 
 He is the first Chief Justice of 
Nepal to face the Impeachment Rec-
ommendation Committee. The elev-
en-member committee led by Ram Ba-
hadur Bista decided on 24th August to 
call in the suspended chief justice for 
recording his statement. The committee 
started recording his statement on 31st 
August when only 4 of the 43 questions 
prepared by the committee were cov-
ered. During the statement, he defended 
himself saying all the actions he conduct-

The Chief Justice Controversy
ed during his tenure were lawful and 
the rest were just accusing him of things 
he never did. By the fourth day, the 
committee was successful in asking 24 
questions, where he constantly blamed 
his colleagues, former justices, and pol-
iticians. He even went so far as naming 
and blaming Prime Minister Sher Baha-
dur Deuba for trying to blackmail him. 
He blamed justices for being politically 
inclined and went on to claim that all 
the allegations made against him were 
rubbish while being unable to provide 
evidence for any of these. While he was 
defiant during the entirety of the inter-
rogation, the committee has concluded 
that there is enough ground to impeach 
him. 
 Since the tenure of the House 
of Representatives ended on 17th Sep-
tember without making any further de-
cisions, Rana prepared himself to return 
to the Supreme Court on the following 
day but was barred by the police from 
leaving his residence. On 17th Septem-
ber, the Impeachment Recommendation 
Committee also submitted their report 
to Speaker Agni Prasad Sapkota and it 
has been said that the decision about his 
impeachment will be taken by the new 
parliament after its formation on 20th 
November. 

Surangana Dhakal
suranganadhakal@gmail.com
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T
he legality of abortion has always 
found itself in constant turmoil. In 
the landmark case of Roe v Wade 

of 1973, the triumph of women hoisted 
under the flag of Jane Roe, a fictional 
name used for Norma McCorvey, a Tex-
an woman in her early 20s who sought 
to terminate an unwanted pregnancy. At 
the time of McCorvey’s third pregnancy 
in 1969 abortion was indeed legal in Tex-
as but alas only for the paramount pur-
pose of saving a woman’s life. 
 In Roe, court held criminalizing 
abortion violated a woman’s constitu-
tional right of privacy, which it found to 
be entrenched in the liberty guarantee 
of the Fourteenth Amendment. Such 
unduly restrictive state regulation of 
abortion is unconstitutional. To balance 
a woman’s right to privacy with a state’s 
interest in regulating abortion, the court 
divided pregnancy into three trimesters 
and declared that the choice to end a 
pregnancy in the first trimester was sole-
ly up to the woman. In the second trimes-
ter, the government could regulate, not 
ban, abortion to protect the mother’s 
health. In the third trimester, the state 
could prohibit abortion to protect a fe-
tus that could survive outside the womb, 
except when a woman’s health was in 
danger. This way all American states had 
to guarantee not curtailing the right of a 
woman to seek abortion. 
 However, on June 24, 2022, the 
world echoed with the tragic melancholy 
of millions of hearts shattering into a 
million more pieces. After being the 
constitutionally guaranteed guardian 
of American women’s bodily integrity, 
Roe v. Wade was overturned by the US 
Supreme Court. The overruling is the 
Supreme Court saying that women in 
America no longer have a guaranteed 
constitutional right to abortion. Dobb’s 
v. Jackson Women’s Health Organiza-
tion regarded the constitutionality of a 
Mississippi law banning most abortions 

after 15 weeks of pregnancy. The issue 
of abortion is now left solely at the mer-
cy of the political process. Unlike under 
the pious protection of Roe, each state 
is given the power to determine wheth-
er to safeguard abortion rights or out-
law some or all abortions. Over half the 
states are expected to prohibit all or vir-
tually all abortions. 
 This overturning is the closest 
mankind is to a time machine. Before 
1973, women desiring abortions who 
had financial resources would travel to 
places where abortion was legal or find a 
friendly doctor to perform a safe, illegal 
abortion. Those without resources faced 
the brutish choice between an unwant-
ed child and an unsafe abortion. America 
has now embarked on its journey toward 
the past for the same consequences are 
expected to be brought about. Oh, the 
misery! 
 Now, abortion has become an 
American political issue in a way that it 
was not before Roe. Considering that 
the court has given them the leverage, 
would conservative politicians who have 
been advocating against abortion rights 
for decades show any mercy? Far more 
aggressive enforcement of prohibitions 
of abortions than before 1973 may see 
light. A proposed Missouri law, for in-
stance, prohibits women from leaving 
the state to obtain an abortion. The sub-
ject of abortion, the paramount debate 
on women’s bodily integrity, has been 
ever-disputed. It almost seems as if a 
woman’s body is a playfield for political 
agendas. Torn between the politics of 
the liberals and the conservatives is a 
desolate woman whose voice is nothing 
but a muffled silence lost in the noise of 
statutes. 
 The world catches a cold when 
America sneezes; we must brace for the 
grave global implications of this outra-
geous decision. Despite being a front-
runner in terms of liberalization, US joins 

Roe v Wade:
Politics on Women’s Bodies

Poland, El Salvador, and Nicaragua as the 
only nations to backtrack on abortion 
policy in decades. The US has an exten-
sive global influence on sexual and repro-
ductive health programmes. Overturn-
ing the crucial federal right to abortion is 
set to reverberate around the world and 
may derail the international trends to-
ward liberalization of abortion laws. The 
decision has been said to have already 
emboldened anti-abortion groups and 
lawmakers in Africa, Latin America, and 
beyond. There are valid concerns that 
the decision will fuel anti-abortion and 
anti-women’s rights sentiment and pro-
vide a precedent to reconsider the steps 
nations take on either restricting or ex-
panding reproductive rights. 
 Under the Helms Amendment 
to the Foreign Assistance Act, U.S. over-
seas funding for sexual and reproductive 
health cannot be used for abortion ser-
vices. This naturally affects nations that 
rely on foreign assistance to support the 
framework of sexual and reproductive 
health rights. Global evidence suggests 
that restricting abortion will have wom-
en resort back to “dark-alleys” and bet on 
unsafe abortions. This might lead to an 
upsetting upsurge in the maternal mor-
tality rate. The Roe overruling is sure to 
send a disturbing ripple-effect all around 
the globe. 
 Nepal has committed to rather 
liberal reproductive rights of women by 
guaranteeing safe motherhood and re-
productive health rights as a fundamen-
tal right under Article 38, and monumen-
tally enacting the Safe Motherhood and 
Reproductive Health Rights Act in 2018. 
Nepal explicitly acknowledges wom-
en’s right to abortion as a reproductive 
health right. 
 But is the Nepali reproductive 
rights pristinely untouched by the fall of 
Roe? Abortion is no longer federally le-
gal in the US leaving open doors to a re-
peat of the Global Gag Rule. Introduced 
during the time of President Trump, it 
did cripple Nepal’s reproductive health 
services. It prohibited American funding 
to organizations that provide abortion 

services as well as counseling and refer-
rals, contraceptive services, family plan-
ning, awareness programs, and treat-
ment of sexually transmitted diseases. 
This led to Family Planning Association 
Nepal facing a severe lack of funding 
that ultimately led to abortion centers 
and family planning clinics being shut 
in rural Nepal in up to 11 districts. Even 
radio talk shows partly funded by US-
AID were barred from uttering the word 
‘abortion’! 
  Yes, abortion remains legal 
under Nepali law and will continue to 
remain so unless the legislations are 
uprooted. It will receive financial sup-
port from the government, but many 
non-governmental actors who receive 
US funding could be affected. Nepali or-
ganizations that work in family planning 
and around abortions could suffer the 
same pitiful fate. Nepal has one of the 
most progressive legal guarantees on 
abortion rights and stakeholders commit 
to work together to ensure implementa-
tion of abortion rights and amplify the 
progressive legal frameworks protect-
ing abortion rights in Nepal. The only 
concern if and how immune Nepal is to 
catching the American cold. 
 The central question in the eter-
nally elongated abortion debate is who 
has a say on a woman’s body. Roe victo-
riously held that it is for each woman to 
decide for herself whether to terminate 
a pregnancy. Dobbs hands the bodily 
integrity of women to the legislatures 
and the political process. The dirty play 
of politics has seeped into the topic of 
abortion so much that it now meddles 
with the sanctity of an individual’s right 
over their own body and and  life. The 
sparks of this war of politics is certain 
to burn the faces of reproductive rights. 
It’s heart wrenching to think that this 
uncertainty is almost indefinite. The only 
thing that is certain is that its egarrious 
implications on women’s lives and on our 
society will leave an enormous echo for 
an awfully long time to come.

Sushmita Humagain
sushihumagain@gmail.com
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D
o you believe in retributive jus-
tice or in the rehabilitation of 
criminals? The topic of capital 

punishment is one such heavily debated 
exemplification of rehabilitation and 
retribution. Capital Punishment (CP), or 
Death Penalty, is a popular executory 
practice that was enshrined by the King 
of Babylon in the 18th century(Center, 
D. P. I. (2019, June 20).  Throughout the 
map, CP appears as one of the options 
for an appropriate punishment for rape, 
arson, murder, and treason. In the pres-
ent situation, 54 countries continue to 
use CP, while 107 have completely abol-
ished it.  With the advancement of Am-
nesty , countries have recognized that 
CP contravenes the most fundamental 
right, the right to life, and have worked 
to repeal it, if only partially.
 In the context of Nepal how-
ever, CP has had quite a tumultuous 
journey. The provision for CP started 
without a legal certification or endorse-
ment.When King Prithvi Narayan Shah 
consolidated the country around two 
hundred and thirty -two years ago he 
reigned over with the help of religion, 
customs, and regulation rather than 
some codified set of rules.  During those 
years, CP was prevalent by default. Only 
in 1853 AD, did Prime Minister Jung 
Bahadur Rana establish the Mulki Ain, 
commonly known as the National Code 
of the country, being influenced by the 
legal systems of Britain and Continental 
Europe(Adhikari, R. A. (1998).He then 
established the official legal rules for CP 
in the Muluki Ain.
 However, customs and tradi-
tions were still a predominant influence 
in the working of the legal system. Taking 
a cue from memoirs of religious leaders, 
Bhim Shumsher, the fifth Prime Minis-
ter of the Rana family in his administra-
tion suspended CP, a suspension which 
continued for many years in Nepalese 
history(Adhikari, R. A. (1998). 
The road of laws regarding CP is a rocky 
one. With the democratic revo-
lution came a necessity for 
reform in laws that were 
entrenched in age-old con-
ventions. In 1964,  the Mu-
luki Ain was revised and the 
provision for CP was abol-
ished, marking a significant 
breakthrough. Meanwhile, 
it still persisted in the Army 
act and Sedition Act. 
 The Muluki Ain 
was revised again in 
1985, and CP was add-
ed for heinous crimes 
such as homicide and 
terrorism(The Kath-
mandu Post (2018, 
May) . But it was re-
scinded again within 
five years. On the side, 
it is also significant to 
emphasize the extra-
judicial killings that 
occurred during the 
Panchayat govern-
ment; the num-
ber of those for-
mally convicted and sentenced to death 
through the legal process is quite small. 
Many detainees were slain by security 
agents in the name of transferring them 
from jail, supposedly because they at-
tempted to flee on the way(Adhikari, R. 
A. (1998).
 When it appeared that the coun-
try’s laws on CP were floundering, Nepal 

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT; 
IS IT THE WAY TO GO?

became a member of the UN , UNDP, 
Amnesty International, and other Hu-
man Rights Instruments. Similarly, Nepal 
became a signatory to the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR)  and its optional protocol, which 
advocated for the abolition of CP(The 
Kathmandu Post. (2018, May) . Things 
began to improve with adoption of the 
New Constitution of the Kingdom of 
Nepal in 1990, which officially terminat-
ed the CP. Successive Constitutions of 
2007 and 2015 both have called for the 

d i g - nity, freedom, and liberty 
of individuals, as well as 
the abolition of CP.
Despite the fact that it 
is constitutionally pro-
hibited, the stance on 
CP is now strengthened 
by the alternative pro-
visions stated in other 
prominent legislatures 
such as the Punishment 

Determination and 
Implementation Act, 
which elucidates 
other alternatives to 

CP, and the National 
Penal Code, which 
states the provi-
sions for a life 

sentence(Sapkota, A. 
S., & Rana, J. R. (2020, 

October 19) .
 Albeit such a tu-

multuous journey, 
Nepal was one of 

the first coun-
tries in South 
Asia to fully 

abolish CP(The Diplomat. (2017, May 
19) . The turbulent history of CP leads 
us to several questions. To begin, is CP 
the way to go, and is it even effective as a 
practice?
 People have time and again ap-
plied the mad dog principle. A “mad dog” 
is a dog stricken with rabies. It will never 
heal, it will never be a good dog again, 

and it frantically wants to bite every-
one it sees, infecting them with rabies as 
well. People saw the scope of CP for bar-
baric criminals like Charles Shobraj with 
his animalistic killings. Arguments have 
arisen stating that for premeditated 
crimes, crimes such as rape, murder, and 
willful killing of children, the CP is justi-
fied as a punishment. Recently, with the 
Nirmala Pant case, CP was coined anew, 
given the gravity of the crime. 
People feel that the death sentence is 
intended not just as a punishment, but 
also as a preventative measure, “pour 
encourager Les Autres.”  Once a person 
has been executed, he or she is no longer 
able to commit a comparable crime. At 
the same time, it deters others. People 
will refrain from committing crimes if 
they know the CP is in existence because 
they do not want to be killed. It sets a 
precedent in society and instills fear in 
the minds of people. 
 When the Nazis were prosecut-
ed in Nuremberg, they were found guilty 
of countless war crimes, the most egre-
gious of which was genocide through the 
Holocaust. At what point do the Nazis 
in issue become worthy of life after or-
chestrating the deaths of millions? Here, 
retribution seems a joke. With the blood 
of millions of people on your hands, you 
eventually give up your right to live. Fur-
thermore, it is claimed that non-execut-
ed orchestrators, criminals, murderers, 
and rapists attract followers and copy-
cats. Charles Mansion is one such exam-
ple who became a notorious fascination 
and spawned a slew of imitators while he 
was imprisoned.
 That, however, is only one side 
of the coin. Conflicting reports have 
shown, CP is not even an effective de-
terrent to crime. According to statistics, 
there has been no drastic shift in crime 
rates(Amnesty International. (2008) . 
It is amusing to find that, psychologi-
cally, criminals are afraid of being caught 
rather than being punished. The death 
sentence might be viewed as a tempta-

tion or a dare of some sort, rather than a 
deterrent, by criminals, motivating even 
more brutal and vicious crimes(Vilijanen, 
S. V. (2021, September 28) .
 CP also eliminates the possibility 
of rehabilitation. It perpetuates the no-
tion that people are unredeemable and 
beyond salvation. Cultural and historical 
data has also indicated that CP is racially 
motivated and skewed against minori-
ties in practice, which frequently results 
in false arrests and convictions(Liptak, A. 
(2020, August 3) . Furthermore, what if 
the laws that could justify CPs are unjust 
in and of themselves, such as laws pro-
hibiting free speech or homosexuality? 
How can a community condone homo-
sexuality if it is illegal and punishable by 
death? 
 It also provides abusers of pow-
er with the ability to lawfully murder 
anyone. Take the French Revolution, the 
state-sanctioned reign of terror where 
everyone ended up being executed by 
the guillotine.
 To conclude, CP is reasonable in 
theory. Some commit atrocities so awful 
that no degree of reformation will suf-
fice to rectify the crime. By removing 
such sexual abusers, serial murderers, 
terrorists, and other criminals from our 
community, society will seem to benefit. 
In practice, however, the CP procedure 
is rife with flaws. Not only are innocent 
individuals convicted and executed for 
capital crimes, but there is no opportu-
nity for repentance or a second chance 
after the punishment has been followed. 
The arguments and justification on both 
sides are very strong but we have to as-
sess them practically. Even though theo-
retically, CP might be reasonable but 
an eye for an eye will make the whole 
world go blind. Furthermore, is murder-
ing people the effective approach for a 
society to convey that murdering people 
is wrong?

Rishansa Koirala
rk02945821@student.ku.edu.np
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• How do you feel coming back to Kathmandu University post-retirement? What 
do you expect from the University now that you have assumed a new role?
  Every individual has a dream, and its fulfillment is what we all yearn 
for. When provided with an opportunity to do so, anyone would be excited. Re-
turning back to the university is the same for me. I feel that this path will have an 
interesting end result.
When I first agreed to be the first professor of Kathmandu University’s Engi-
neering fraternity, I had been working and living in Germany for a long time. Ac-
cepting the invitation was a very hard decision to take as it would mean leaving 
everything that I had built behind me. But there were sentiments that swayed 
my decision. Coming back to Nepal, I came with the dreams and hopes of setting 
up a laboratory to facilitate future engineers with hands-on practical experience 
in Nepal, a common practice in many European universities which I wanted to be 
prominent in Nepal as well.
  The new role is a continuation of this dream and in the far future will 
be the ceiling of my fulfillment. I am highly looking forward to the new role. This 
laboratory building is the manifestation of my dream, aiming to facilitate testing, 
validation, and practice of theory and concepts. I want this venue to be a lively 
and realistic lab where people can come to test their ideas.

• Initially, you started your career as an electrical engineer, then shifted to hy-
dropower. What made you take the leap of faith and transform your career 
path?
  From my childhood, I was passionate about exploring and using elec-
trical equipment and concepts. Even at the age of 9, I had no fear of shock while 
using any electrical equipment. I was familiar with Civil engineering as well. 
During my childhood, I saw various constructions and many engineers working 
tenuously on the construction site. My mother alway mentioned to me that engi-
neers should be tall, strong, and dark. In jest, she used to taunt me to not become 
one. However in reality, that was the dream my mother had for me. I was always 
eager to create multiple dimensions in my thinking and career paths. I believe 
that the same thinking pattern and activities in life can become monotonous. 
  I topped my exams to study electrical engineering abroad under a 
scholarship provided by the Ministry of education. I topped the exam. Initially, I 
thought that I had been selected to study electrical engineering. But I found out 
that I was admitted to study civil engineering. I checked the syllabus and iden-
tified that there are several elements of engineering covered in the course. So, 
I decided to accept it. Therefore, I consider that by accident I became a part of 
the hydropower sector. By profession, I became a hydropower engineer after 
specializing in hydraulics. By passion, I am an electromechanical engineer which 
is why I am still engaged in electrical wiring and generator development.
 

• How was your journey to the university and what made you commit to it?
  Nepal’s large quantity of rivers opens up a large scope of work and 
exploration. The dignitaries of Kathmandu University conceptualized that even 
with the variety of existing engineering programs, the major need of the country 
was yet to be fulfilled. 
Nepal experienced a boom in hydropower projects after the introduction of fa-
vorable policies and practice environments. The university took up the opportu-
nity and aimed to have leading steps in the sector. Thus, they began the search 
for a leading facilitator. During that search, they reached a professor from Swit-
zerland who turned to me with the proposal to fill the position. Acceptance 
would mean, as I mentioned before, leaving behind my permanent residence and 
work life in Germany which was a hard decision. Although I had never met him 
before, he insisted that I was the only one capable enough despite there being 
numerous other professors in numerous other countries. He was willing to wait 
for me which inspired me to dedicate a short part of my life to the university.
A visit for a short period turned into a life commitment as I fell in love with the 
university and the students. Gradually, geomatics and civil engineering, which 
were initially established as two separate bodies, were fused into one solid de-
partment. Even after the completion of my contract, I stayed because of the love 
and affection that the students had given me.

• As one of the founding members of the Department of Civil and Geomatics 
Engineering, what was the journey like and how far has the department devel-
oped compared to the beginning?
  In a race, there are bound to be different positions. Our department 
is neither far behind, nor is it attaining the podium. Factually, there is a demand 

for more minds in this field. With the green light from Nepal Engineering Coun-
cil, the department had initially increased the student size from 30 to 60. Simple 
facilitation became a challenge. Further growth of total students in the program 
was conceptualized, but there was a lack of infrastructure. This is where the 
new building comes into play. The rooms in this building are designed for maxi-
mizing research-based learning approaches.
The environment is still far away from what I dream it to be. But it hasn’t been 
long since my return here as the supervisor of this project and I hope it will be 
fully functioning in the near future. 
  For progress, the feedback from alumni working in or outside the 
nation as well as those whom they are working for is valuable. My discussions 
with them are frequent which has helped in improving the quality of education in 
the program. Additionally, leadership in the form of self-led organizations as well 
as positions in distinguished institutions has also grown. They are distinguished 
among their competitors and have made me proud.
Yet, I have some quality concerns. Majorly, the dedication of faculty members at 
the personal level with students is essential. Simply the development of knowl-
edge is accessible from different sources merely at the touch of one’s fingertips. 
Faculties are the second parents and mentors for students. Their dedication and 
support play an integral role to ensure quality is promoted.

• You were a civil hydropower engineer at Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA), 
and a research engineer scientist in Germany, what inspired you to be a part 
of academia, and what changes have you been able to make as an academician 
at KU?
  The government of Nepal had sent me to Russia to work in hydro-
power. After working there, I returned to Nepal and was searching for job oppor-
tunities. I was placed to work on a hydropower project in Karnali. Then, I started 
teaching in IOE where I was responsible for handling the laboratory. Moreover, 
I was in charge of bridge construction projects in Nepal. While working I had to 
travel to many places inside and outside Nepal. All these helped me to develop 
numerous practical experiences. Finally, I got selected as a permanent member 
of NEA. As I have developed good practical knowledge, I can provide suggestions 
to other people easily. I went to Germany later, where I handled academic as-
pects and managed students of the university. Ultimately, I was offered to come 
to KU to provide my expertise and knowledge

• As associate dean you must have some vision, has it flourished, or still in prog-
ress?
  I strongly feel that professors have more power and association with 
students.  The nature and way of working of people are distinct which keeps on 
changing. In a working atmosphere, dedication matters. Everyone must think 
about the institution and contribute to its benefit. Only seeking personal bene-
fits is not the key to success. One of the major aspects Nepal is lacking is thinking 
about the institution and its benefits. Contributing to others is very essential. I 
believe that seeking fulfillment of personal interests is not enough.

• What advice would you like to give the readers?
  Life is very short. University life is very precious. The experiences 
you create here are remarkable.  Those who keep in touch with university al-
ways feel young. I strongly suggest providing Alumni associations immense 
importance. I refer to the Alumni association as an “army of students”, who will 
protect and support the university. Alumni must contribute to and support the 
place where they all started. Everyone must develop a nature of giving back to 
the place where they started.

INTERVIEW WITH
Dr.-Ing Ramesh  Kumar Maskey
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Networked Improvement Communities for School Leaders-
Digital Learning Lab

S
chool leaders are recognized as 
crucial to creating conditions con-
ducive to the inclusion of all pupils, 

to guiding and motivating teachers to 
move toward more inclusive and ef-
fective pedagogies, and to mediating 
with the communities they serve. Con-
text-responsive leadership is important, 
yet there is limited research conduct-
ed with or on school leaders in low and 
middle-income countries, with very few 
studies on how the work of school lead-

ers is connected to the delivery of con-
temporary policies, including those on 
equality and inclusion. There is a noted 
gap between policy intent (delegating 
responsibility for implementing reforms 
to school leaders) and practice.
 Our research interest is 
strengthening leaders’ capacity to act in 
response to problems and issues relat-
ed to education inclusion. Historically, 
particularly in developing countries, a 
“contractual” view of their role as pri-

marily concerned with management and 
administration has prevailed, according 
to which they have a limited role in in-
structional leadership. Conditions, prior 
experiences, and expectations for school 
leaders frequently make it difficult for 
them to develop agency with respect to 
equality in learning access, retention, 
and outcomes, and they lack easy access 
to expert support or collaboration as 
means to develop this agency. Further-
more, current global conditions, from 

conflict to coronavirus, have exacerbat-
ed the marginalization of specific groups 
of pupils and increased the pressures on 
school leaders. In response, approaches 
to education leadership are undergoing 
significant change, and more collabora-
tive and flexible approaches are being 
advocated; some researchers propose a 
more data- and inquiry-driven approach 
to leadership and introduce the concept 
of cycles of experimentation.

T
he project, “Networked Improvement Communi-
ties for School Leaders Towards Equity and Inclu-
sion”, seeks to explore how networks for school 

leaders - Networked Learning Communities (NICs), 
underpinned by an open learning platform, can be har-
nessed as a system-wide scalable method for building 
school leaders’ capabilities to bring about sustainable 
changes in school practices which address inequalities 
in student access and learning in their institutions.  The 
ambition is that through working collaboratively on 
small experiments to tackle “micro problems” of inclu-
sion, school leaders are able to increase their agency and 
bring about improvements in education equity. The proj-
ect works with partners in three countries in South Asia: 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Nepal.

Prof. Dr. Manish Pokharel, Principal Investigator (PI)
Dr. Sushil Shrestha, Co- Principal Investigator (Co-PI)
Lumanti Siddhi Bajracharya, Research Associate
Manish Joshi, MEL Officer
Jagat Bahadur Ale Magar, Community and Education Lead
Mandira Neupane, Gender and Social Inclusion Lead

Team Members

An initial conceptualisation of the ‘Open Course’:Course Design:

School leaders, equity and inclusion

About this project

A sociocultural approach was adopted in the initial research. The first step was to undertake research to un-
derstand both the policy and local contexts in which school leaders’ actions are embedded and the inclusion 
practices that are being taken up by school leaders. This research aimed to inform the design of open resources 
and networked communities.

The following research questions were addressed in each country (Afghanistan, Nepal, and Pakistan):

Initial exploration covered the wider socio-cultural, political, and economic setting in which the school leaders 
work: national education policies, conceptions of their role, and of inclusion and equity in education. This was 
followed by fieldwork exploring how these policies are being taken up by school leaders in their schools.

The initial research:

How are school leaders responding to national and local policies and initiatives linked to equity and inclu-
sion, and what actions are they able to take or see themselves able to take?
In what ways are school leaders accessing and using digital technologies for professional learning and prac-
tice?
What forms of professional learning and collaboration do school leaders participate in?

Section 1

Section 2

Section 3

Section 4

Section 5

Section 6

Section 7

Section 8

Developing an understanding of inclusion 
in education - What do we mean by inclu-
sion in education?

Inclusion in your school: undertaking an 
inclusion audit at your school?

Sharing the inclusion audit with your peers 
- similarities and differences. Using the inclu-
sion audit, select an issue, analyse the possible 
causes of this issue using appropriate tools and 
move to an actionable ‘micro-problem

Introduction to the 4 stages of an improvement 
cycle (PDSA). Articulate an improvement goal 
in relationaly to the identified micro problem 
and develop a plan for implementing a charge 
which will address this issue

Presentation on the improvement cycle to 
peers. Will you carry on with the change in 
your next in your school? Adapt to incor-
porate learning from other school leaders 
in the NIC?

Repeat of the improvement cycle with a 
further inclusion issue, perhaps now fo-
cussed on classroom activities or collabo-
rating with community groups?

Revisting the school inclusion audit and 
initial ideas of inclusion. Self evalutation 
of skills and knowledge development

NIC collective sharing of their learning 
around improvement to a wider audience 
(district officials/ with other NICs/ com-
munity groups) - linking into policy imple-
mentation.

Labs of KUacKUaint www.gctatku.org.np13
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This is a story that dares to tran-
scend beyond the monotonous 
void of a pre-programmed life, 

where the stars sparkle as hopes and as-
pirations in an achingly dark night. This 
is the story of the concrete that makes 
those stars one’s home, of not only 
dreams but the tale of twisting fate’s arm 
to blow life into them. This is a story of 
vision, action and momentum. This is the 
story of Shashank Das.
 Shashank Das is a 22-year-old 
whose story hails from Lalitpur. He is 
the co-founder of Khudra, a venture stu-
dio that primarily assists entrepreneurs 
in traversing through the crests and 
troughs of starting a business. Synon-
ymous with success, Khudra is a haven 
where ideas are moulded with care and 
nurtured with expertise, all whilst cra-
dling in the warmth of trust.
 Shashank’s journey to success 
began when he and his friend, Sakshat, 
organised a financial literacy campaign 
in rural Nepal, partnered with IME Ne-
pal and Atharva. The surprisingly sweet 
taste of success led to the plantation of 
the seed of today’s fruitful tree. With 
the saccharinity still lingering in their 
mouths, Shashank embarked on his jour-
ney of Bachelor’s in Engineering in India, 
while Sakshat moved to Singapore to 
study in Yale University. In the hustle and 
bustle of their new lives, they grew an af-
finity for the empire of ideas, innovation, 
and start-ups. Their interest in being in 

kin with the bottlenecks of startups in 
the urban sector grew profoundly.
 As filmy as it sounds, the entire 
universe conspired for them to meet 
their deepest dreams when fate knocked 
on their doors. They got a much-sought 
after opportunity to present their idea 
of a venture studio model to Yale. Im-
pressed, they extended a helping hand 
to sprout life to their model. With the 
platform, space as well as grants, Sha-
shank could see his dreams run across 
the green grass like a zealous toddler.
 As Shashank and his team start-
ed collaborating and working with dif-
ferent companies in Singapore, they un-
derstood the major problems prevalent 
that the startups were facing. A plethora 
of them had concrete ideas and were op-
erational but had the lacuna of purpose 
falling short in support and motivation. 
They were in need of a rudder to their 
ship that would take them to their shore. 
Khudra, hence, now provides a mix of 
digital solutions, community engage-
ment, and investment in efficacy. Its goal 

is to help create businesses with  pur-
pose, which may not always be profit. 
As the backbone, Khudra is alive with a 
beating heart to support others. Even 
though venture capitalists and investors 
were present in the mass, Shashank en-
visions Khudra to help startups out of 
tumultuous turbulences of wartime. In 
the path of adding value, Khudra aids 
in acquiring funds and even supports in 
growing the startup till it is sustainable 
enough to healthily operate singly.
 For a dream to take a leap of faith 
from behind the curtains of eyelids to the 
radiantly rugged realm of reality, it takes 
everything one has got. Shashank is not 
a mere dreamer. A millionaire at the 
spring age of 21, he understands and un-
derlines the value of action. The success 
of Khudra is credited to the hard-work, 
resilience and determination that rushes 
through Shashank’s veins and the team 
he has grown. His vision would perhaps 
have never seen daylight if it weren’t for 
his dedication. His trust in himself and 
sheer strength saved his ideas from be-
ing eaten by silverfish in a stinky 
old notebook in the trunk of 
his distant memories and 
regret. He believes that he 
has what it takes to take ac-
tion, to make mistakes, and 
to witness his ideas come 
alive. This is evident in his 
work as a consultant with JP 
Morgan, a highly reputed 
investment bank-

ing company. He is especially passionate 
about business and brand consulting and 
wants to sharpen his skills in this very 
field and help businesses to the best of 
his might. 
 Ardour crashes through Sha-
shank’s system. He lives for what he 
dreams. He puts in sweat and blood to 
bring them to fruition and savours the 
sweet syrup. Thanks to his go-getter 
attitude and persevering passion, he 
has never had a meeting with forfeiting. 
Shashank believes in the vigour of clari-
ty. With a clear vision of his destination, 
no thick fog can ever stop him. Instead of 
entangling oneself in the intricacies of a 
problem, he finds the roots and waters 

it such that it doesn’t hinder motility. He 
dives deep into identifying and solving 

problems, rather than sulking to the 
surficial melancholies.  

 What path could possibly be 
smooth and free of obstacles, 
questions Shashank. It wouldn’t 
really be a memory worth cher-
ishing if the roads are silkily 
polished. To him, at the heart of 

any adventure is the nexus of 
challenges. That is what 

keeps one pushing 

through the thunderous turmoil of trav-
esties that life has to offer. The bumps 
are a deposit of heartfelt laughter in 
the future. He had a fair share of chal-
lenges in bringing Khudra to stand on its 
own feet. Naturally, he found himself in 
a farrago of confusion when it came to 
finance. He had to toil day and night for 
funds to keep his dreams alive. Yet that is 
where he found solace. After that came 
the enmeshed chaos of legalities. But 
Shashank is not one to wallow in his mis-
eries. Embracing the journey filled with 
obstacles, he looks at the beam of light 
steering through the darkest clouds, em-
bodies resilience and does what it takes 
to get by. 

 What breaks his heart the most 
is the concurrent education system. The 
education system has become a puny 
labour manufacturer and this is utterly 
despairing to him. He feels forlorn know-
ing that many individuals form the basis 
of their career with unfulfilling truths 
on their sparkly CVs beneath which lies 
menacingly ugly and hollow incompe-
tence. 
 Shashank swears by the might of 
experiences. A bag full of experiences, he 
says, is much more valuable than ten of 
those of bookish knowledge. Knowledge 
comes in different shapes and forms. The 
breeze has a lore to sing and the trees 
have a tale to tell, every tendril of the 
universe has something to offer and one 
must learn to admire such minuteness. 
His thirst for experience fuels every fi-
bre of his being. Only then can they truly 
learn and with learning comes unparal-
leled growth.
 Shashank aims to “retire” by the 
age of thirty. Not pointing to an end of 
his accord with experiences, Shashank 
wishes to have enough by that time to 
last him a lifetime. After that, He wants 
to slay all the dragons by then and wants 
to find a home in tranquillity. He wants to 
look at his trunks of experience, bags of 
knowledge all void of regrets. He wants 
to get acquainted with himself by then, 
and have a purpose inked for himself. Ev-
ery morning he wakes up to become the 
best version of himself so that in time, he 
can sit back and reminisce about all his 
adventures with glory. 
 Shashank’s journey to the pin-
nacle of success embarked when he 
agreed to face adversities outside of his 
warm cocoon. He invested faith in him-
self and his work. He believed that no 
matter what, he is worth unconditional 
success and that paved his path. If one 
believes in the paramount strength of 
himself, then he can move any mountain. 
His story would never be penned had he 
kneeled down to the obscure fear of fail-

Shashank Das Verma
Kathmandu University School of Engineering

Founder of Khudra, a Venture Studio based in Nepal

Stories of Kathmandu University

Khudra

Khudra is a global venture studio 
and a holding company with a 
motif to create a tech-sustainable 
community via a series of prod-
ucts, ventures, and start-ups. A 
platform for start-ups, brands, and 
entrepreneurs; where ideas get a 
kick start. Khudra is a mix of digi-
tal solutions, community engage-
ment, and investment in efficacy.

“
Rather than focusing on what 
might go wrong, if one is deter-
mined enough to surmount any 
summit, they shall be triumphant.       

Sunaulo KathaacKUaint www.gctatku.org.np14
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C
olleen Hoover’s novel “It Ends 
With Us” revolves around love, 
jealousy, and painful truths, and 

is mainly focused on women’s fight to 
break the cycle of abuse. This book 
falls under the genre of contemporary 
romance. The foundation of the book is 
based on the relationship between the 
writer’s parents. With 23-year-old Lily 
Bloom as the protagonist of the story, 
the novel is packed with heart-wrench-
ing scenes and scenes that make the 
reader smile like they themselves are 
in love. The story revolves around the 
love triangle between Lily Bloom and a 
neurosurgeon, Ryle Kincaid, and Lily’s 
first love, Atlas Corrigan.
 The relationship between Ryle 
and Lily is lively, and their intimacy is 
something every couple wants to have, 
but the issues they had make them 
weak, and if not for Ryle’s “anger prob-
lems,”  this could have been the great-
est love novel ever written. The best 
thing about their relationship was the 
“naked truths,” where they’d just tell 
each other their raw truths without 
any filter.
 The novel portrays exactly 
what it’s like to be in an abusive rela-
tionship. Breaking the cycle of abuse 
is not as easy as it seems. Hoover ex-
plained the relationship between Lily 

What the Future holds 
Sometimes you wake up at night

with the dreams that give you fright
and terrors like the flashes in your sight,

so you think about it overnight
for all the choices you made in life.

you lost inner battles, fought so many war
you were scattered and wanted to go far.

you fought with demons, you cried all night
you slept in darkness, kept distance from light.

holding the arms of melancholia,
yet you laughed in silence

holding the scary tears
you safely disposed the violence.

and as you headed towards the future,
you rebuild all the wounds that were once fractured.

scattered among the ground
are ashes all around,

what’s left of you
is a mystery no one knew.

but now among the ashen dust
you take a new form

colored by rainbows, free from rust
you begin to arise

leaving your old life far behind
you surpass the restrains

that your old life shackled you in
a new life, a new journey now begins

soon now, you shall roar
finding a better version than you were before

time to reintroduce yourself to the world
as fire you spit and wings you hold

a new mission in mind
for you are rejuvenated

and more focused to make a difference
for each of those

that have once become saddened, lost souls
take my story and make it your own

for you can do it, you alone

It Ends With Us

THEMED SECTION 

Aarzoo Dangi
aarzoodangi07@gmail.com

and Atlas based on the letters Lily 
wrote to Ellen DeGeneres. It’s kind of 
interesting to read about her past love 
life and her present love life simultane-
ously, with their vast differences.
 “It stops here, with you and me; 
it ends with us”—the words spoken by 
Lily to her newly born daughter—are 
the last and heaviest part of the nov-
el. This makes the readers understand 
the meaning of the title of the book 
and how it captures the essence of the 
novel perfectly. The novel did not end 
in the way the readers expected, and 
it was shocking to all. Hoover, through 
this book, has opened the eyes of ev-
eryone trapped in an abusive relation-
ship and given insight to those who, 
fortunately, are not. She makes us un-
derstand that just because you love 
someone, it does not give them the 
power to destroy you.
 Lily, Ryle, Atlas, Marshall, Ally-
sa, Lily’s mom (Jenny)—all these char-
acters have different impacts on the 
reader’s mind. I never thought I would 
be so emotionally invested in a book. 
Honestly, I did not want the book to 
end, I just wanted to keep reading it. 
The novel tore me up in unexpected 
ways. I laughed, cried, blushed a little, 
and smiled throughout the read. This 
book is a must-read for everyone. It’s 
not only a book about a simple love tri-
angle; it’s about choices--the choices 
one has to make to be happy.

Ojaswee bhandari
bhandariojaswee@gmail.comART BY
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ure. In the book of life, some pages are 
engrossed with words of success while 
some are only a fiasco of failure. Only 
the ones courageous enough to flip the 
pages regardless of what it holds, they 
emerge victorious. 
 Shashank adores everything 
about his work. Helping businesses 
come out of their shell and thrive to their 
fullest potential gives his heart a sense of 
warmth, a sense of accomplishment. He 
is carving dreams of other people into 
their realities. What better way to live as 
a dreamer himself! He knows his worth 
and firmly believes that the world finds 
its start and end with our individuality. 
Having breathed this idea, he is content 

with himself and has a cosmos of his own 
with galaxies of happiness and satisfac-
tion.
 Shashank believes in the power 
of self. He knows that nothing is bigger 
than his will. No mighty rock can ever 
stop the feisty flow of his river. This is 
what keeps his story going, a story mi-
nutely sculpted by passion coloured with 
the flush of faith and adorned by the al-
lure of aspirations. His story is a story of 
dreams, a story written among the ar-
dent stars. This is the story of Shashank 
Das. 

Author  : Colleen Hoover
Language : English
Genre : Romance
Publisher : Atria Books
Publication date : August 2, 2016
ISBN : 978-1-5011-1036-8
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A
s I sat, barefoot, shoulder to 
shoulder with him, leaning 
back on the tree, on our tree 

by the lake, I tried to imagine what 
it would feel like to drown. Not just 
the normal drown with the hope 
that someone, might just, rescue 
you. How does the underwater feel 
like --after it has defeated you, after 
it grinds all the optimism down and 
you are just left there to wait. Wait, 
wait and wait until it eventually kills 
you. It might feel calming --the rest-
ing wait for death after all the false 
struggle that made you believe that 
you might as well, survive. To see 
the clarity after all the false opti-
mistic glimpses might feel so reliev-
ing. Or is it more terrifying, the last 
bit of hope, strangled to death, with 
you, helpless, dying more by the 
second. I am not thinking this be-
cause I am suicidal. I am too happy 
to end it all. Luckily, I have always 
told myself that I am better off than 
so many people. I am the kind of 
person who looks for the light at 
the end of the tunnel, however dark 
it may be. I am thinking this because 
I want to understand HIM. Because 
he knows how it feels to be drown-
ing, not literally. But I’m sure what 
he has felt is something similar to 
what jumping into the lake and not 
being able to find the safety back 
ashore feels like. 
 And THIS. This act where we 
silently sit side by side, this is an act 
of apology, the best he could mus-
ter up. He has always been like this. 
Reserved. Vulnerable. Afraid. But I 
have come to terms with his silence, 
I understand it. As our shoulders 
gently touch one another, I know 

how sorry he feels for lashing out 
of anger. He is not just sorry, he 
feels guilty. Ashamed. Which is ex-
plained by his inability to even look 
at me. And as we were there. Si-
lently expressing apologies. Silently 
acknowledging them, I think about 
how much I love him. How much he 
has changed my life. I had settled. I 
had thought, the best you can hope 
for when it comes to love is some-
one who you can halfway tolerate, 
and even though I was not com-
pletely happy, I was digging my nails 
to work on incomplete love stories. 
To make them work. I failed with all 
of them, thankfully. Because that 
led me to him. One heartbreak after 
another pushed me into a drunken 
loop and in the bar, a familiar figure 
always loomed in one corner of the 
chair. As I came in and went out, 
drinking for different heartbreaks, 
he always looked like he never 
had enough to drink for THAT one 
heartbreak. Something old. Some-
thing distant. I didn’t notice him at 
first. Then when I did, I was afraid 
of him. I was afraid of becoming 
him. ALWAYS looming there, smell-
ing of misery. I feared I’d turn into 
him. But then, after enough heart-
break, I understood him. And soon 
enough, I gathered enough courage 
and drank enough wine to be finally 
able to talk to him. THANKFULLY.
 “Sorry”, he says. His words, 
even though I know he means 
them, feels false. Pale. He was 
never expressive. Not verbally at 
least. I don’t blame him for it. I did 
at the beginning but after I knew 
him completely, I understood him. 
He made up a game one day, after I 

away from your drunk father who 
has a baseball bat. Afraid is pray-
ing that he won’t find neither of 
your mother or sister because if he 
does, he will surely kill them” and 
even though TRAGEDY wasn’t our 
word, he broke the rules of his own 
game and said, “Tragedy is when 
your drunk father, with killing in-
stinct and a baseball bat, finds your 
mother hidden below the couch.” 
And then he cried. And then I cried. 
We slept that entire night, in each 
other’s arms. Two broken people, 
refusing to believe that we are bro-
ken and as if we were two broken 
pieces that, coincidentally, fit each 
other exactly, we found our answer 
for when one of us chooses ECSTA-
SY as our word in that feeling game.
  “Sorry”, he said again. “Sorry, 
but I was afraid you know” 
“Of what?”
 “Of hurting you. You are not safe 
with me” 
I made a mental note. SAFETY. Safe 
is when someone silently grabs 
your hands as you stand in front of 
your fathers grave, crying. When 
just a gentle caress of someone’s 
fingers lets you know that you are 
not alone, that is safety. When just 
a subtle touch of someone, makes 
you feel less afraid of life, you feel 
safe. 
He was babbling on. 
“I was broken”, he said. 
 “I am too”, I said, tears col-
lecting on the edge of my eyes like 
clouds ready to rain. “We all are 
broken, in different ways Alwin. I 
know you are afraid, and I know you 
love me and think what is best for 
me but get this, you are best for me. 
I have, never in my life, felt as safe 
as I feel with you. I am a different 
person when I am around you and 
I need you to know that and I need 
you to stop thinking you are not 
good enough. You might have been. 
Let’s say you were not good enough 
for me, I was not good enough for 
you, we were not good enough for 
us but then we found each other 
and we, not to JUST save the story, 
became good enough. We deserve 
us.” 
 And then he hugged me. 
Strongly. Without a doubt this is 
the most expressive he has been in 
the two years of us being together. 
And I thought of another feeling. 
ENCHANTED. And I made a men-
tal note to myself that I loved this 
person and I loved this person as 
a whole and that included all the 
things that comprises him. All the 
moodswings he has. All the sudden 
emotional changes he experienc-
es, I am going to love him. Because, 
even though it was on a smaller 
scale, before I met this angel and he 
changed me completely for the bet-
ter, I felt all of these terrifying emo-
tions as well.

The Feeling Game complained that he was too passive 
and he never interacted. The game 
was simple, one person would say 
an emotion, like happy, sad, afraid 
etc and the other person would ex-
plain some time in their life, they 
associated that emotion with life. 
“Feeling--game”, he called it. 
 We started off with the 
cheerful emotions, the happy ones. 
I had them from all over my life. My 
childhood, my teenage years and 
now. But all of his happy moments 
were from the present time, AFTER 
I met him. There was something 
so mysterious about him that you 
couldn’t blame me for being curi-
ous. I tried all the range of my vo-
cabulary to find a happy emotion 
that he associated before he met 
me. I said something like, CLARITY 
and he’d reply, “Clarity is watch-
ing someone laugh at the silliest of 
jokes while watching the movie and 
thinking, “*if* I am worthy enough, 
this is the person I want to watch 
movies with for the rest of my life.” 
As sweet as that answer was, I was 
getting annoyed with his mystery, 
his refusal to open up, not even to 
a person he so clearly trusted. He 
probably picked on my frustration 
because he then became serious, 
afraid, and said AFRAID.
  There was a lot of tension 
in the air. In an attempt to erase it 
a bit, I gave a funny answer. I said, 
“Afraid is when you see the same 
sketchy person in the bar while 
you are grieving over SIX different 
break ups.” 
 He laughed slightly. And 
said it was my turn. I said AFRAID 
as my word. And then he leaned 
back and said slowly, as if he were 
afraid someone else might hear 
him, “Afraid is when you are locked 
inside of a cupboard, trying to run 
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 INTERVIEW WITH

“A leading expert on education and the first vice chancellor of Kathmandu 
University, Professor (Dr) Suresh Raj Sharma (KU). He graduated from CNAA 
London with a doctorate in philosophy. He has also held other positions of re-
sponsibility like the first Executive Director of the Council for Technical Edu-
cation and Vocational Training (CTEVT), Member Secretary of the National 
Education Committee, Member of the National Commission for UNESCO, and 
National Delegate to the SAARC Technical Committee on Science and Tech-
nology in his lifetime.”

How are you spending your time after retiring from Kathmandu University 
and how are you connected with the University after your retirement?
Although I have retired from Kathmandu University, I still have a lot 
of ties with it. I spend my time getting involved in various works that I 
find interest in. Among the founders of the University, five to six of us 
are members of the Board of Trustees of Kathmandu University and I 
am the Chairman of the Board. I also have good relations with Dhulikhel 
Hospital, which is necessary because Kathmandu University does not 
have a hospital of its own. Although the hospital was built by the local 
community, we have helped in the hospital’s establishment. And I am the 
Vice-Chairman of the Managing Board of Dhulikhel Hospital as well. I’m 
over 80 years old, so I don’t have the energy to do many things. That is 
also why I resigned from my post. I go to functions where I am called, and 
I go to meetings that I must attend. Otherwise I am at home and am living 
a retired life. 

What was your inspiration to open a University in Nepal and what are 
the obstacles you had to endure during its establishment?

So after completing my education, I returned back home and started 
teaching BSc and MSc students at Tribhuvan University before I went 
for my PhD in London.
 At that time, the king was the main administrator of the educa-
tion system. Since there were very few of us who were educated, His 
Majesty called me to the National Education Committee as a full time 
Member Secretary.While working there, I realized that the primary level 
of education are crucial, especially in remote areas because not every-
one has access to higher education.
 Geographically, it was relatively easy to build technical schools 
in the Terai region but difficult in the Hills. That is why it took much lon-
ger and much more effort in getting donors and support to build my first 
project, the Karnali Technical School in Jumla. We had over 800 ropa-
nis of land, and invited experts from all over the world, who stayed with 
us, to establish the school.  Then we proceeded to build such technical 
schools in Jiri, Dhankuta, Balaju, Sano Thimi, Lalitpur, and other three or 
four places. 
 At 51 I had already experienced being a professor at TU and also 
the Head of CTEVT, anf I had learned so much but there was no place to 
put all that knowledge into use. I only had 10 to 12 years until retirement 
at TU, so rather than counting down to my days of retirement, I thought 
of establishing a new University, a University that will not just be for the 
people in Nepal but also for people from other countries, with quality 
education. 

Have we been able to achieve the goal of Kathmandu University in re-
gards to academic stability and uplifting technical education?

Kathmandu University claims that it carries the torch of education in 
Nepal. To what extent do you think this is true?

Nowadays Kathmandu University is often compared to Tribhuvan Uni-
versity in terms of socio-political aspect, which has affected our aca-
demic performance. What do you say about this?

You had a key role in establishing Kathmandu University.  Had there 
not been the figure of Suresh Raj Sharma, do you think Kathmandu 
University would be where it is?

We need to look at it this way- we need good teachers and professors 
to fully achieve this goal. One thing that Kathmandu University lacks is 
its inability to provide pensions to teachers after retirement. I believe in 
letting thes create a fund strategy where teachers, students, and the gov-
ernment all to contribute to the University to create provisions for pen-
sions. We need to be able to sustain any culture that we set. Moreover, I 
believe that it is not necessary that we only take in already academically 
strong people into the University. What about those who don’t do well 
in entrance exams? If there are 44 seats in one school and 400 students 
apply, we will have many students who are not satisfied with us because 
they were not able to study here and only few will be happy. But I believe 
that for academic stability, this is also necessary. Although we do give 
quality education, it is equally important that other academic institutions 

In foreign countries, they do a study called the ‘tracer study’ which tabu-
lates the alumni of any given University. It keeps a record of graduates 
each year in terms of their career path like success rate, graduates’ work 
place, whether they are working in their field of study, etc is taken into 
consideration. Tracer study looks at the performance and tabulates this 
within 3 to 6 months of graduation. In a good institution, the success rate 
for each batch should be at least 85% . If we have good teachers who 
teach well, the success rate will increase automatically.  At KU, we take 
two tests during admission for this very reason, one to test students’ 
knowledge and the other to test their aptitude. Therefore, we must look 
into it statistically to determine whether or not we are the forerunners 
of education in Nepal. 

In Kathmandu University we have a semester system for a reason. In the 
semester system, the teacher makes the course, engages with the stu-
dents, checks students’ papers themselves, and helps students get as 
much knowledge as they need within 6 months. If teachers are able to oc-
cupy students in academic work, students won’t have time to be involved 
in politics. The students need to be able make decisions for themselves, 
which is what we train them to do here. If we blindly follow other people, 
we fail. Just because TU is doing politics doesn’t mean that we should fol-
low them. We need to learn and teach good things. If students are fully 
occupied by academics, there is no need for students to get involved in 
politics at all. Students come here to study, not to build their political 
portfolio. At least that’s the way I see it.

To become successful, we need a team. We need to share the good quali-
ties of the members among each other. There may be things that I don’t 
know that someone else does and things others don’t know that I do, and 
in a team we can remedy that. We shouldn’t think that I alone can do ev-
erything. If someone can do something, we should let them work hard 
and value their efforts. I am one of the people who established the Uni-
versity, but I alone would not have been enough to make it here. 

Prof. Dr. Suresh Raj Sharma
“On 17th of September 2022, Green Club of 
Thoughts interviewed Prof. Dr. Suresh Raj Sharma 
to discuss the status of Kathmandu University and 
his perspective on the education system.”

Do you have any message to the students of Kathmandu University?

I would like to encourage all to work together to find a solution and to 
correct our mistakes together. A good professor will never teach you, he 
will just show you the way so that you can learn for yourself. He will teach 
you how to learn and you need to incorporate that in your life to find a 
solution. We can work together because we can only learn something 
new when we learn together. I think that quality education really means 
learning together and teaching each other. And our education should al-
ways be of quality.

improve as well. If students who aren’t admitted here go elsewhere to 
study, they will be improving the situation of overall academics in Nepal. 
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T     
he construction of Nijgadh Inter-
national Airport (NIA) resides in 
the history of Nepal. In 1992, the 
government led by Girija Prasad 

Koirala surveyed for alternatives of 
Tribhuvan International Airport (TIA). The 
proposal for NIA was presented as the fea-
sible option in 1995.The construction plan 
for NIA was designed two decades ago, 
however there has not been substantial 
work as per the plan. The interest in NIA 
burgeoned when the TIA remained shut 
for four days after the Turkish Airlines air-
craft skidded off the runway in Kathman-
du on March 4, 2015. However in previous 
years, environmentalists have been voicing 
the detrimental impacts this will cause on 
the environment and biodiversity of Nepal. 
 The NIA, Nepal’s second interna-
tional airport, is planned to be construct-
ed in Kolhabi municipality, Bara district of 
Nepal. Which is 175 kilometers away from 
Kathmandu The estimated investment for 
the construction of this airport is $6.7 bil-
lion. After the construction is completed, it 
will be South Asia’s largest and the world’s 
fourth largest airport in terms of land 
coverage, covering 8,045.79 hectares. 
 The major purpose of building 
the NIA is to solve the predicted capacity 
restraints in TIA. Due to limited capac-
ity, there has been an increase in traf-
fic congestion. Which has further led to 
more fuel usage and a rise in emissions. 
Likewise, as per international standards, 
TIA is considered to be unsafe. The to-
pography of Kathmandu is complex and 
the pollution inside the city has been 
increasing. Regarding all these limita-
tions, this construction aims to opti-
mize the capacity of the airport in Nepal.
 The NIA construction attempts 
to bring significant economic benefits as 
well. It will become an air hub connect-

TURBULANCE AT NIJGADH 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

ing many Asian countries and will gener-
ate multiple job opportunities for peo-
ple. Likewise, tourism, which is the main 
source of income in Nepal, will experience 
a rise in the number of tourist arrivals. 
 In contrast, there have been 
some serious environmental concerns 
regarding the construction of the NIA. 
As per the construction plans, more 
than 2.4 million trees will have to be cut 
down to clear the land. This will result 
in extensive degradation of wildlife and 
the risk of flooding will also burgeon. 
The government has already invested Rs. 
2 billion for this con-
struction plan Which  
includes Rs. 
800 million 
as compen-
sation given to the 
NIA construction-affected people. 
 Despite the long wait and fi-
nancial expenses, the Supreme Court of 
Nepal issued a preliminary ruling on May 
26, 2022, that revoked all government 
decisions on the construction of NIA. 
This decision was followed by the release 
of the full text of the verdict on June 30, 
2022. As per the verdict, the Supreme 
Court declined the decision to construct 
the airport. Rather the Supreme Court 
suggested redoing everything from point 
zero. The disapproval to proceed with 
the construction was highly influenced 
by the several environmental concerns 
raised. Major problems were determined 
on the basis of biohazard attributes and 
irreversible damage to the environment. 
Moreover, the Supreme Court also ac-
knowledged the apprehensions of envi-
ronmentalists which included exploita-
tion and threats to the environment, 
biodiversity, local communities, and wildlife. 
 The verdict also articulated that the 

decision of construction was taken before 
proper environmental impact assessment. 
Among the five-member bench, the ver-
dict was divided. Forming a majority, Bish-
wambhar Prasad Shrestha, Ishwar Prasad 
Khatiwada, and Prakash Man Singh Raut 
agreed to cancel the entire construction 
process. Dissenting were Hari Krishna 
Karki and Manoj Kumar Sharma who 
urged to continue the process. Overall, 
the Supreme Court has ordered the gov-
ernment to seek alternate approaches 
including airport facilities for Nepal to 
prosper into a bigger league. The verdict 
a l s o emphasized assurance 

of minimal envi-
ronmental damage 

in the airport construction 
process. Furthermore, the Court 

also suggested launching a new 
feasibility study to take appropriate 

decisions. The verdict strictly mentions 
that construction of the airport must be 
done in a technically suitable location 
with limited environmental impairment. 
 Some alternate approaches to 
the NIA construction were also present-
ed. According to Justices Harikrishna 
Karki and Dr. Manoj Kumar Sharma, NIA 
could be constructed on the vacant land 
owned by the government in the Bara 
district itself or other areas of the coun-
try. In an interview, Madhesh Province 
Chief Minister Lal Babu Raut mentioned 
that the international airport must be 
built in Nijgadh. Building the airport in 
another location is not acceptable as 
construction on the currently selected 
location adds key significance to the de-
velopment of Madhesh Province, he adds.  
 In July, the government was pre-
paring a team to research the necessity of 
new international airports and to examine 
and suggest alternate locations for the 

construction of the airport. Similarly, in the 
meeting of the House of Representatives 
International Relationships’ Committee, 
the Director of the Civil Aviation Author-
ity of Nepal, General Pradeep Adhikari 
mentioned that the government’s next 
decision should rely on the sugges-
tions made by the committee formed. 
 On July 2, 2022, Prime Minister 
Sher Bahadur Deuba visited Bara district 
for an on-site inspection of the NIA. Along 
with the Prime Minister, CPN chairman 
Madhav Kumar Nepal, Janata Samajba-
di Party chairman Upendra Yadhav and 
Minister for Drinking Water  Umakanta 
Chaudhary also visited the site. The pur-
pose of the visit was to attain first-hand 
information about the progress made. 
After the visit, it was concluded that a 
proposal will be made to run the construc-
tion of the airport with minimal harm and 
loss of biodiversity. After the verdict was 
released, the Prime Minister instructed 
the authority to continue the construc-
tion plan of the airport with two runways.
 The government established a 
panel for feasibility assessment, which 
commenced their w from August 17, 2022.
The panel included ten members led by 
Birendra Bahadur Deuja, an aviation ex-
pert. This study was estimated to be com-
pleted within one month. Likewise, in this 
study, experts from numerous sectors of 
economics, development planning, ur-
ban development, wildlife, forest science, 
sociology, pilots, lawyers, and air-route 
experts have been included. As per the as-
sessment, the expected number of trees 
to be cut down is 500,000. However, gov-
ernment authorities have claimed that the 
rate of trees being cut off will be lesser. In 
this regard, Minister for Culture, Tourism, 
and Civil Aviation Jeevan Ram Shrestha 
suggested that the government must pri-
oritize the construction of the Nijgadh 
Airport as this project holds national pride. 

Rhitika Shrestha
rhitikashrestha18@gmail.com
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Discourse on Craft in Creative Writing with 
Dr. Khem K. Aryal 

O
n the 8th of July, 2022 the Green 
Club of Thoughts at Kathmandu 
University invited Dr. Khem K. 

Aryal for a discourse on the craft of cre-
ative writing at Kathmandu University. 
Dr. Aryal is a writer, editor, and teacher 
of creative writing and is an Assistant 
Professor of English at the department 
of English, Philosophy, and World Lan-
guages at Arkansas State University. His 
work has been published in the Hawaii 
Pacific Review, Warscapes, Northeast 
Review, and the Kathmandu Post.
 The discourse began with an 
engrossing quote,  “All that glistens isn’t 
gold”, Dr. Aryal hinted at the quote to 
show the illusion of where we place our 
values and shed light on the importance 
of the issue.
 The difference between an essay 
and a short story in creative nonfiction 
as per Dr. Aryal, is the element of reflec-
tion. With the  idea that writing an essay 
expects and affords the writer a chance 
to act as a philosopher in the very pro-
cess of writing. However, in a short sto-
ry, one is not obligated to interpret but 
rather only present the characters with 
their meanings and let the reader do the 
rest, similar to movies.
 In writing a creative nonfiction 
essay Dr. Aryal emphasized the idea that 
a creative nonfiction essay is to tell a sto-
ry, a real story, and how one should inter-
pret that very story. How can one reflect 
the real experiences and give those sto-
ries meaning? Such is the very essence of 
reflection that Dr. Aryal preached at the 
very beginning of the discussion.

• How are Nonfiction personal essays 
different from Autobiographies? As 
personal stories written down in the 
form of diaries also possess a literary 
bend to them.

 »  The division of genres is a very 
arbitrary process and is not catego-
rized in a scientific manner. One of 
the main reasons for the existence 
of divisions in literary writing is be-
cause of its convenience for us to ex-
plain in an easier manner. Nonfiction 
writing within itself also has several 
subgenres, such as lyric essays, be-
ing a combination of elements of 
poetry and essay, this comes to show 
the diverse forms of writings under 
creative nonfiction writing.

 However, Dr. Aryal pointed out 
that an author of nonfiction writing 
walks a thin line between having an ab-
sorbing and eloquent writing style, and 
an inarticulate way of writing which is 
seen much common in the Nepalese lit-
erary community. And to pivot our writ-
ing towards a literary direction, much 
of this depends on how we incorporate 
the different elements in the writing, 
how we use images from a form of vision 
pressed into one of literature and the art 
of reflection, on how we reflect the expe-
riences and project them onto the words 
of our writing. 

• How can creating nonfiction help 
hard science, more specifically stu-
dents of Engineering, Physics, etc?

 »  The difference between an aca-
demic essay and a creative writing 
essay is the level of literary-ness of 
the writing. A common complaint 
prevalent in the academic writing 
field is that the writings are “dry” 
and are not engrossing at all. This is 
why academic writers recently have 
shifted their focus more to making 
academic writing more literary. 

 The other difference is the pres-
ence of the human element, how the 
writing can touch and stir the minds of 
the readers in a sentimental manner. In 
the process of academic writing, the el-
ement of objectivity, where academic 
writers do not use first person pronouns, 
poses an obstacle as it is not what “you” 
think but what the findings are and how 
the academic writer. However, this ob-
jectivity also provides the writer an ap-
erture to tell a story in order to establish 
intimacy in the reader’s mind. Even in 
the process of academic writing of physi-
cists and engineers where words come 
only to speak their surficial and concrete 
meanings, one can connect and relate to 
the readers by telling a story.

• 3D writing
 »  Dr. Aryal referred to his previ-

ous expression of “Not everything 
that seems valuable is valuable” and 
there is a certain abstraction about 
the statement, abstraction in cre-
ative writing such as the word valu-
able or anger or love, in this case, 
the idea is for the first person to say 
a word/statement and the listener/
reader to understand the meaning 
for what it is, without a third mean-
ing or a space of further interpreta-
tion, there is a direct communication 
of what one says and what the other 
understands. 

 Dr. Aryal, however, refers to the 
issue of direct communication and the 
unrealistic path to its attainment, with 
an example of a chair, Dr.Aryal shows a 
person to see a physical chair for what it 
is and then in the process of explaining 
the chair to another person, there is no 
certainty for the second person to per-
fectly understand the appearance and 
idea of the chair. Such academic writing 
is referred to as transactional writing 
and not creative writing, being a transac-
tion between the sender and the receiv-
er. When Dr.Aryal referred to the state-
ment “all that glistens is not gold”, there 
is a certain third space for the reader/
listener to interpret, where the meaning 
of gold is interpreted as valuable rather 
than its literal meaning.

• The craft of a writer means that each 
writer has a style of writing unique 
to themselves, some may obliviate 
the readers of their emotions, some 
may have a unique way of enveloping 
metaphors in their writing, and many 
other unique ways, how is creative 
writing judged based on craft alone? 
Since craft in itself can vary and be 
unique according to a writer.

 »  Craft is important in creative 

writing, in the sense that it is much 
used during its discussion. The dis-
cussion today is a craft talk, where 
we are talking about a few selected 
ways of writing. In the most simple 
of words, the craft is a technique, a 
writing style such as the art and craft 
of writing an essay or a poem. How-
ever, the significance of this question 
is of the question of authority of who 
instructs writers to follow a certain 
craft. The debated answer behind 
that is colonialism, which dictates 
the authority behind the standards 
and use of crafts, which can also be 
reflected and felt through the re-
sources and books on craft being 
majority of white male writers of the 
west. 

 »  Another issue is the “Show 
don’t tell” is a highly debated prac-
tice in creative writing, a writing 
technique that allows the reader 
to experience expository details of 
the story through actions, sensory 
details, words, or the expression of 
characters’ emotions, as opposed to 
through the author’s own descrip-
tion of events. Presently writers 
from the minority and immigrants in 
the US are in the forefront of being 
against practice, what is there that 
we have to show when we have so 
much to tell, yet we are being sup-
pressed to do so. Vietnamese writer 
Viet Thanh Nguyen, the author of 
the book, The Sympathizer which 
won him the Pulitzer prize in 2014, 
is a strong opponent against the idea 
of showing what many creative writ-
ing programs promote, however, we 
lack the time to do so. This issue is 
also about how we tell stories, and 
not show stories, storytelling, not 
story showing, adding on the craft of 
telling stories is a common tradition 
in the east.

 Another important element is 
the “voice”, whether the writer writes a 
poem, a short story, or even an essay, the 
writer assumes a personality in the very 
day, perhaps one of a happy personality 
(happy voice), however, if the writer so 
wishes to revisit the work while being in 
a different state of persona, perhaps of 
anger, the subject matter of the writing 
also starts to demand more force in the 
piece. Another example by Dr.Aryal is 
whilst writing a piece of political chaos 
the happy voice would not best suit the 
situation, perhaps in the genre of satire. 

 A common issue with most writ-
ers/ beginners is the constant thinking 
and planning for the craft of creative 
writing one has, however the first step to 
beginning the very craft is to write what-
ever comes.

• How do diplomatic relations affect 
writings?

 »  Looking from the perspective of 
diplomatic relations, diplomatic rela-
tions surely does affect writings,such 
is a certain level of politicization. The 
practice of deeming a foreign institu-
tion/state less authentic than one’s 
own is a common practice more rel-
evant in academic publications than 
those of creative publications. 

• In writing, there are various forms of 
writing and each is accompanied by 
its structure. Do you not think that 
these structures limit and restrict 
the writer of their writing capabili-
ties?

 »  An advice for young and begin-
ner writers was that one should not 
wait to learn everything to start 
writing thinking it would only be 
flawed, hence the only was to learn 
writing is by writing itself.



GCT NewsacKUaint www.gctatku.org.np20

I
n collaboration with the Youth Peace 
Foundation Nepal (YPF), the Green 
Club of Thoughts (GCT) organized an 

interactive pre-event workshop titled 
“Peace Fest” on July 15, 2022. The focus 
of this four-hour workshop session was 
on connecting with daily living as a per-
son pursuing higher education and un-
derstanding the meaning of peace.
 The fest aimed to encourage stu-
dents to build a culture of humanity and 
peace. This program was designed to as-
sist students in comprehending the val-
ue of the culture of peace and humanity 
as well as its relevance to higher educa-
tion and the workplace.
 With around 50 participants, 
this pre-event was a huge success. Tak-
ing a break from the students’ and the 
faculty members’ monotonous sched-
ule and teaching the methods of finding 
peace was this program’s aim, and with 
various activities and seminars conduct-
ed throughout the program, the aim was 
achieved.

G
reen Club of Thoughts- GCT, 
founded in 2007, is the first 
inter-departmental club that 

has a blend of all the schools of Kath-
mandu University (KU).  Intending to 
improve educational, cultural, physical 
,mental, and literary abilities, GCT has 
been working rigorously to reach its 
goals to connect and inspire KU stu-
dents. GCT has a vision to expose the 
matters of technical, social, national 
and International issues to students of 
Kathmandu University, making them 
engaged in activities (outreach, de-
bates, interactions, seminars etc.), si-
multaneously enhancing professional 
and technical skills coupled to their 
field of interest. This diversity of GCT 
has presented itself to be a home for 
boundless opportunities and experi-
ences to many. GCT has set out a mis-
sion to bring together all the students 
from Kathmandu University’s seven 
schools (Engineering, Science, Medi-
cal Sciences, Arts, Law, Education, and 
Management) and engage them in a 
series of activities to fulfill the club’s 
mission and objectives, exposing them 
to a wide range of topics ranging from 
technical and social issues to national 
matters of subject. With the same mis-
sion and vision, to effectuate one of 
the objectives of the club, it publishes 
a quad-monthly semi-scholarly trans-
disciplinary journal ‘acKUaint’.
 ‘acKUaint’ is a quad-monthly 
journal that comprises semi-scholarly, 
inter-disciplinary and as well as trans-
disciplinary articles collected from 
all seven schools of Kathmandu Uni-
versity. This newsletter has become a 
prime platform for undergraduates to 
exhibit their writings and artworks. 
With collective news from KU schools, 
entire Nepal, and all over the globe, it 

consists of disciplinary and interdisci-
plinary articles, literature and art, and 
so on.  This newsletter also serves as 
a platform for individuals who have a 
spark for writing for there is also plen-
ty of room for creative pieces of writ-
ing and art. Through this newspaper, 
the club aims to bring together the stu-
dents from all of Kathmandu Univer-
sity and provide them a forum for fair 
news coverage, ranging from events of 
KU to national, socio-political, and in-
ternational news
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GCT organizes the first 
ever “Peace Fest”

Provide teaching assistance in Mandan 
deupur
14th Jan 2022
GCT is to provide volunteers who will work as 
teaching assistants and will then be focusing on 
teaching science, agriculture, and IT in Mandan 
Deupur municipality.

New board formation
25th Nov 2021
The new board members were wel-
comed during the Annual General 
Meeting of Green Club of Thoughts held 
on 25th November 2021.

Release of 3rd issue of acKUaint 
25th Nov 2021               
GCT’s third publishing accomplishment 
was announced in the Annual General 
Meeting of the club along with sharing of 
remarkable experiences of the club. 

Computer Handover to Dhaneshwor School
23rd Feb 2022
On February 23, 2022, as per the agreements on the 
MoU signed with Shree Dhaneshwor Mahadev Ad-
haryut Vidyalaya on November 14, 2021, the estab-
lishment of the computer lab in Shree Dhaneshwor 
Mahadev Adharyut Vidyalaya was successful.

MoU Signed with OWSN
27th March 2022
Green Club of Thoughts (GCT) signed a memorandum 
of understanding with the Organization for Women in 
Science for the Developing World-Nepal chapter (OWSN) 
on March 27, 2022.Discussion on the establishment of the Early Flood 

Alarming System
13th March 2022
On February 10, 2022, the Green Club of Thoughts (GCT) 
held a meeting with Diyalo Foundation to discuss the 
agreement of establishing an Early Flood Alarming System 
in flood-affected regions of Nepal.

Book Talk Session 
3rd May 2022
Green Club of Thoughts (GCT) organized its first ever 

book talk session on May 3, 2022, titled “;tL ;+jfb”. 

Release of 4th issue of acKUaint
3rd June 2022
On the 2nd phase of the convocation of KU, GCT released the 
fourth and the first ever convocation special issue of acKUaint 
and distributed it to over 600 people. 

Discourse on Craft in Creative Writing 
8th July 2022
On the 8th of July, 2022 the Green Club of Thoughts 
at Kathmandu University invited Dr. Khem K. Aryal 
for a discourse on the craft of creative writing at 
Kathmandu University and conducted an interactive 
session on it.

Pre-event on peace fest
15th July 2022
In collaboration with the Youth Peace Foundation 
Nepal (YPF), the Green Club of Thoughts (GCT) suc-
cessfully organized an interactive pre-event workshop 
titled “Peace Fest” on July 15, 2022.

365 Days of GCT


